
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
11th July, 2007 

 
PRESENT: 
 Dianne Brunton  - INR 

Weihong Ji   – INR 
Linus Treefoot   – CUPELS 

 Cathy van der Vyver - RFM 
 Lesley Inglis  - SLT 
 Jonathan Matheny - MIB 
 Daniel  Wilson          - ASA 
 Phil Mann   – Massey Contact 
 Harry Livesey  – NSCC Waste Minimisation 
 Alida Covey   – Sustainable North Trust 
 Betsy Kettle   – Sustainable North Trust 
 Parul Sood   – Manager, Waste Management, Rodney Council 

 
APOLOGIES: 
 Ray Parsons   - RFM 
 Dennis Viehland  - IIMS 
 Kate Henderson  – ITE 
 Jane Clark   - Library 
 
MINUTES 
 

Attendees, including visitors, were welcomed, apologies noted and minutes of the 
previous meeting accepted.  It is appreciated that Daniel Holwerda sent a stand-in. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES  
  
• TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

Dianne Brunton has appointment with Prof. John Raine, DVC, tomorrow morning.  She 
will take the final draft of the Terms of Reference to present to DVC for approval. She 
will also discuss budget items, arising from the DVC’s email to Cathy van der Vyver.  
With Dennis Viehland absent, it is not known if the DVC accepted the committee’s offer, 
via Dennis, to be put on Ecoaction listserve.  Cathy van der Vyver is to email Dennis to 
find out prior to distribution of minutes. 
 
• RECYCLING 
  
Survey of campus departments/schools/institutions by Jonathan Matheny and Ray 
Parsons (and interested committee members in their local areas), to determine what 
already exists at the generation end of the system, is still being organised, due to staff 
shortages in RFM.  Ray Parsons has provided the committee with information on use 
and cost of emptying skips of non-recycled rubbish.  Data on current paper recycling 
(usage and cost; bins are only cleared when full, with cost of the service in the rental of 
bins) not yet submitted. 
Lesley Inglis had approached Phil Mann, manager of Massey Contact, and discussed 
alternatives to unrecyclable packaging by the Sushi Bar. Lesley obtained up-to-date 
information on biodegradable alternatives available in NZ that were discussed with Phil 
Mann.  Phil Mann was invited to this committee meeting to hear committee’s discussion 
on recycling and the input from Sustainable North.   
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
Two members of Sustainable North Trust, an environment trust based in Rodney, who 
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had approached Massey with a view to organising recycling of food waste, addressed 
the meeting at length.  This group functions as a catalyst to promote environmental 
solutions and does so by establishing networks with organisations and businesses.  
Betsy Kettle, with organic methods teaching and practical experience, explained the 
various options available to Massey, either in conjunction with the wider community, or 
as a campus-based operation.  Rodney and NSCC waste minimisation officers 
contributed their knowledge and expertise to the discussion.  Both councils are keen to 
assist community groups with handling of green waste, because of the current and 
future restriction on landfill.  The conclusions drawn by the meeting were that  
• Massey Auckland’s Environment Committee (MAEC for short) needed to conduct an 

audit of its green waste (though the data provided by Ray Parsons on number of 
skips used perhaps is an indirect measure.  The proportion of the skip that is green 
waste was sampled in a student garbology-survey and was between 1/3 and 1/2) 

• MAEC needs to review the options as to what can be done with green waste 
• MAEC needs to develop its goals for what it wants to achieve with recycling green 

waste 
• MAEC to maintain links with Sustainable North Trust who have expertise on options 

and good links to Rodney, a council that takes North Shore City’s landfill, as well as 
its own. 

• Dianne Brunton is to speak to her department in Palmerston North about research 
possibilities on green-waste recycling.  There are numerous sources of government 
funding for such research. 

• Dianne Brunton also to speak to the Design discipline at Massey Auckland to see if 
parts of the community scheme could be design projects for students. 

• Sustainable North Trust to forward the committee information on a faster method of 
worm farming than the flat bed kind, a modular system called TATG, which is in use 
at Manukau Tech. 

 
Tentative conclusions of the meeting were that Massey Auckland did not generate 
enough food waste to make an off-site management option viable at this stage.  The 
preliminary view seems to be that the large (3-4 cu m) worm farm used by schools is 
perhaps a better option that could be managed with volunteers, with one for each 
campus.  The off-site management proposal of the Trust, based on 400 cu m Ag Bags 
and using a modified cement mixer to mix and transport the green waste, seems suited 
to a municipality-run scheme, with curb-side bins for households.  The Trust maintains 
that market gardeners in Rodney want a supply of mulch, though cannot afford the 
commercial compost market, which is oversupplied at the moment in any case.  This 
off-site scheme might be something that Massey could join in the future, or to which it 
could contribute its excess compost or mulch.  NSCC and Rodney have begun trials of a 
Japanese semi-anaerobic method of composting called Bokashi, which is hotter and 
faster than standard composting.  The disadvantage is that liquid is the end product, 
which removes the valuable compost product.  The advantage is that it can be added to 
continuously and it works in situ.  Trish Allen is a contact person.  It needs to be 
clarified whether Bokashi is the end product.  Rodney Council already has all food waste 
recycled in a worm farm.  Waste-Watcher volunteers oversee compliance with the 
scheme, and the cleaners are involved in taking bench-top bins from the kitchenettes 
to the worm farm.  A senior management edict launched the scheme.  Unitec has a 
vertical composter which has taken four years to learn to run.  Their campus teaches 
Horticulture, including organic growing, which provides the expertise.  Waste 
Management will take garden waste and probably use Living Earth to carry out this 
composting.  Betsy Nettle gave some of the history of Resource Depot.      
 
ENVIRONMENT E-FORUM 
 
Kate Henderson had agreed to obtain a quote on a webpage and electronic forum from 
ITS.  Due to cyclone damage, she was unable to attend the meeting but conveyed the 
information that the quote has not yet come through. 
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BUDGET 
 
Dianne Brunton will ask for clarification on the duration of the budget from Prof. John 
Raine.  The financial year for the university is January-January.  The main budget item 
settled on was a salaried staff member to help carry out the committee’s work.  
Funding for the worm farms is a suggestion, as well as the web page.  The deadline for 
the budget requests to the DVC is end of July.     
  
ONGOING ACTIONS 
  
Composting : A compost bin is operational on Oteha Rohe campus. 
  Another compost bin is operational on the East Precinct with a    
                      number of institutions/schools making use of it. 
                    Natural Resources are starting a compost bin in addition to worm   
                      farm to cater for over-supply 
                    Waste Reduction:  removing rubbish bins from offices 
Land Management: ARC to be approached re:  pest eradication for Massey bush  
   area 
Building:  INR is applying for funding for a research building on Tiri Tiri Matangi island,  
              and a committee of Massey experts, including Kate Henderson, is being set  
              up to come up with the design. 
Committee Terms of Reference:  Final draft finished.  Community member invited to  
              meetings. 
 

RESOURCES 
e-mail distribution list:  ecoaction@massey.ac.nz .  
Environmental page on H&S website:  http://akhs.massey.ac.nz/Environment.htm. 
 

Next meeting: 
Date:  Wednesday, 8th August, 2007 
Time: 12 – 1pm  
Venue: Meeting Room, Building 94, near Entrance 5, East Precinct, Oteha Rohe campus  
Free shuttle bus leaves East Precinct  at 11.30 am. 
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