
FINANCIAL TIPS FOR UNI

WORK OUT YOUR EXPENSES
 > Most degrees at Massey cost between $5,500 and $6,500 per year 

for academic fees. Some are more than this such as vet science. You 
can find out the exact cost of your programme online. 

 > In addition to your course fees you will have to purchase textbooks 
and you may also have additional costs such as uniforms for some 
programmes, materials for some art and design programmes and so 
on. 

 > On top of this you’ll have living expenses. If you’re going to be living 
away from home then these will obviously be greater than if you’re 
staying at home. 

EXAMPLE OF A FIRST-YEAR INTERNAL STUDENTS 
BUDGET AT MASSEY-S MANAWATU CAMPUS
(Based on 2015 figures for domestic students)

Tuition fees (estimate) $6,189.00

Non-tuition fees (includes health, counselling, 
careers and pastoral support)

$712.00

Textbooks, course notes and materials $1,025.00

Accommodation and dinner $234 per week  
for 38 weeks (indicative cost) (based on the  
Manawatü campus halls; includes dinner)

$8,892.00

General Costs; other meals and food  
($70 per week for 38 weeks)

$2,660.00

Transport, clothing, recreation/sport, social, 
personal expenses, medical/dental, insurance  
($70 per week for 38 weeks)

$2,660.00

TOTAL $22,138.00

WORK OUT HOW TO PAY FOR IT
>> Loans>and>allowances  Studylink.govt.nz provides loans and 

allowances for many students. Loans have to be paid back, 
allowances don’t. Check whether you are eligible for an allowance. 
There are certain criteria and you can see if you meet this by 
completing the online form.

>> Scholarships  These are definitely worth looking into. There are 
lots of scholarships for school leavers, but even when you get to 
university there are still lots of them available as you progress 
through your studies.

>> Part>time>work  Lots of students do some form of part time work 
during their studies. This may be an ongoing job that they just do one 
night a week throughout the year. Or it may be a summer job that 
they work full time at over the holidays. Either way part time work 
can really help you out financially, as well as give you some useful 
experience to include on your CV when you leave university. Just 
make sure you don’t over commit yourself as you don’t want it to 
impact upon your studies. 

SOME FINAL TIPS
1. Learn to cook – it’s cheaper (and healthier) 

than takeaways.

2. Walk, cycle or carpool.

3. Buy your textbooks secondhand then sell 
them once you’ve finished with them.

4. Get a part time job.

5. Get a student account at your bank.

6. Create a budget – sorted.org.nz has excellent 
tools for this.

7. Look for student discounts – e.g. Massey 
students get free travel on all buses in 
Palmerston North.


