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MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH YOUR WILL 

KIA ORA TÄTOU
The last quarter has been a busy one for the Foundation. 
We have welcomed a new staff member, delivered 
several fundraising events, launched new ad campaigns 
for bequests, Wildbase and the Vet Teaching Hospital 
and we’ve journeyed to the USA and UK visiting alumni 
and friends. With all this going on we have also managed 
to welcome several new donors on board and have built 
the assets of the Foundation to $18.9 million – tantalizingly 
close to the $20 million mark - and almost double the value 
of our fund just 5 years ago!

The money held in the Foundation’s endowment supports 
a range of scholarships and research funds and I’m thrilled 

to report that (to date) this year the Foundation has already paid out $321,000 to scholarships and another $200,000 to 
research. These scholarships and research grants have a transformational impact on the lives of our students and 
researchers and it is rewarding to see the difference our support makes.

None of this would be possible without your help and we are eternally grateful to our supporters and friends for 
continuing to care. I am immensely proud of the work we do in the Foundation -  I hope you are too – because you 
are making a difference!

Mitch Murdoch, Foundation Director

MASSEY UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 
NEWSLETTER NO 5

SAVE THE DATE
November 2013 
28 Nov: Donor Thank You, 
Tiritea House, Manawatu Campus.

December 2013
5 Dec: Donor Thank You, 
Albany Campus
11 Dec: Donor Thank You, 
Wellington Campus

Massey University Foundation, Tiritea House, Private Bag 11 222
Palmerston North 4442, New Zealand. Phone: 06 350 5159
Massey.foundation@massey.ac.nz
http://foundation.massey.ac.nz

CONTACT:

Wills Week in September encourages New Zealanders to make 
or update their Will so their intentions are clearly understood 
and honoured after they are gone. 

To coincide, the Fundraising Institute of New Zealand 
has launched a campaign – ‘Include a Charity’ – to raise 
awareness of the ease and effectiveness of leaving a gift 
in your will to charity. Massey University Foundation is 
one of those charities.

“Often alumni do not think about acknowledging their 
university in their will, says Director Mitch Murdoch, but it 
is one of the most significant ways alumni and other friends 
can support the university’s work.  Our presence in this new 
campaign helps to raise the Foundation’s profile as a charity 
worthy of support”.

Find out more – contact
Suzanne Silva +64 4 801 5799 ext. 63075, s.silva@massey.ac.nz

LAYING THE FOUNDATION FOR LIFE
Dr Lois Turnbull graduated with a BA (Hons) in Agriculture 

Science in 1974 and an MA in Agricultural Science in 1979, 
and was a scholarship recipient herself.

Understanding the value of her time at Massey, she 
has established a scholarship fund through her Will 
to financially support postgraduate women studying 
agriculture or horticulture. 

Dr Turnbull says “My time at Massey University in 
the 1970’s, particularly the opportunity to undertake 

fulltime postgraduate study due to scholarship 
funding, provided the foundation for a richly rewarding 

and fulfilling working life.  I am delighted to be able 
to give something back and to say thank you to the 

institution, the staff and to fellow students who had, and 
continue to have, such a huge influence on my life”. 

The Foundation is very grateful to Dr Turnbull and to everyone else 
who has acknowledged Massey University Foundation through their Will.

Massey University Foundation welcomes Suzanne Silva 
to the team as Development Executive. Most recently 
Suzanne lead the fundraising programme at Barnardos 
New Zealand and brings 13 years of experience to the 
team that includes fundraising in tertiary education, 
arts, museum and the not-for-profit sectors . Suzanne is 
based in Wellington and is currently working on a range 
of projects including the 2013 Alumni Appeal. Welcome 
Suzanne!

SUZANNE SILVA

SUppORT FROM WITHIN ANNUAL STAFF 
GIVING CAMpAIGN
Massey staff contributions via the Annual Staff Giving 
Campaign are helping to make a meaningful difference 
to Massey’s vision to lead and shape the future of this 
nation.

The Foundation is very grateful for the staff members 
who generously donate around $25,000 through Annual 
Giving (as well as, of course, as their contribution to 
Massey through their work). The Staff Giving Campaign 
for 2013 will be launching soon in October.

ENERGY INTO WILDBASE FUNDRAISING CAMpAIGN
We are delighted to have had received approval for some large funding applications submitted in the last 
few months for the Wildbase fund. Central Energy Trust have donated $200,00, while Eastern and Central 
Community Trust have contributed $75,000. Veterinary supplier, provet, has also joined the Wildbase 
team and has donated not only cash to the build but also healthcare materials. Huge thanks to these 
organisations for these generous contributions which are helping us get that much closer to making the 
new hospital a reality!

ALUMNI CENTRE ON TRACK
The refurbishment of Tiritea House to create an alumni centre is going 
full steam ahead, thanks to the generous support of the Class of 58.

Historic Tiritea House was firstly a family home with 24 rooms built for 
local businessman Richard Abraham and his family, and was donated 
to the new Massey Agricultural College after being purchased by the 
palmerston North Borough Council in the late 1920s when it became 
home to successive Vice Chancellors. In 2010 it became headquarters 
to Massey’s Alumni Relations and Foundation. However, this lovely 
building is very dilapidated and the University cannot afford to restore it. 

After their successful reunion last year, the Class agreed they’d work 
together to help the refurbishment of the historic house on Massey’s 
Turitea Campus. Work is due to be completed on the formal lounge at 
the end of this year thanks to the $65,000 raised by the group – we look 
forward to showing it off to you all!

Fundraising to refurbish and restore other rooms in Tiritea House 
continues. If your class is interested in having a reunion and perhaps 
helping us to fundraise for the house, then contact Mitch Murdoch on 
m.a.murdoch@massey.ac.nz.

MITCH MURDOCH

Te Radar was on campus in mid–
September in his role as Wildbase 
ambassador. After a tour of the facilities 
and some media interviews, he spent a 
couple of hours checking-out the patients 
(there were seven kiwis in hospital that 
day) and helping us out with a promotional 
video. Huge thanks to him for giving up his 
time to get involved!



BEYOND jUST REMEMBRANCE
The first in a series of books to commemorate the First World War is due to be released late this year. 
While the Foundation continues to fundraise for other books in the Centenary History programme. 

The programme, which aims to produce the first complete written history of New Zealand’s involvement 
in the First World War, aims to move beyond commemoration, to create an enduring educational 
legacy for all New Zealanders.

Massey University is a partnering institution of the programme, and history professor Glyn Harper is 
making good progress on his book: ‘The Soldier’s Experience’. This will be published in 2015 to coincide 
with the centenary of the Gallipoli landings. Other partners are the Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
and the New Zealand Defence Force.

prominent New Zealand organisations which have made donations to the programme recently include 
Te puni Kokiri, the New Zealand Defence Force and a number of aeronautical companies through 
the help of the Royal New Zealand Air Force. The Lottery Grants Board also granted $500,000 to the 
programme earlier this year.

Find out more – contact
Maree Hoare 021 423 932 m.hoare@massey.ac.nz 

WILDBASE BOOST FROM GALA DINNER
The evening of Friday 5th of july saw a great boost to the fundraising 
for the new Wildbase Hospital.  Attendees at the Massey Vet 50th Gala 
Dinner in palmerston North had the opportunity to bid on a number of 
exclusive auction items in support of the new hospital building (on track 
to begin construction early next year).

A total of $26,100 was raised for the essential new facilities.  Thank you to 
all the bidders and the generous people and organisations who donated 
the auction items.

Auction winners took home special prizes ranging from rugby royalty 
memorabilia and a paul Dibble sculpture, through to a Marlborough 
Sounds experience and award-winning Hunter’s wines.  

WHY WILDBASE?
Wildbase is very special to me as it is for Massey University and 
conservation medicine for New Zealand. I enjoy my time as a Wildbase 
trustee and being able to help with funding. 

I attended the Vet 50th Anniversary dinner and auction but was 
unsuccessful in my bids. But I knew ‘cash was king’ and made a resolution 
to myself that when I arrived back home, I would send a meaningful sum! 
For me, stewardship of our nation’s wildlife is a huge responsibility as 
so many of our native species live on a knife-edge between survival 
and extinction. Being a trustee allowed me to know just how important 
Wildbase’s mission is maintaining our stewardship responsibilities. 

To this end, Wildbase is New Zealand’s centre of excellence for the skilled 
clinical care of our native fauna, well-resourced education and internship 
programme for wildlife veterinarians, undertaking critical wildlife health 
research and being the home of New Zealand’s oil spill wildlife response 
team. I am keenly aware of the chronic shortage of funding to support 
wildlife health and it remains my passion to see that we ensure Wildbase 
can build on its expertise and stewardship with a new world-class wildlife 
health clinic.

Kent Deitemeyer 
Joint Managing Partner, Pacificvet Limited

For more information: 
www.massey.ac.nz/wildbase

pROFESSOR GYLN HARpER

ALUMNI AppEAL 2013
Keep an eye out for Robin Stalker and Nathan Bond. These two Massey alumni will 
be the face of our alumni appeal this year. The Annual Appeal is emailed or posted 
to nearly 90,000 alumni. We hope to collect $60,000 from the appeal this year. Robin, 
head of finance for Adidas (based in Munich), and Nathan (Director of Investment 
Banking for UBS in New York), are examples of two of Massey’s amazing alumni, 
whose careers are having a real impact on the world stage.

VET TEACHING HOSpITAL STARS IN TV SERIES
Massey’s vet teaching hospital (VTH) starred in the recent TV series, Animal Files 
which recently screened on Channel 4 at 8.30 on Thursday nights.

The Foundation and alumni relations teams decided to take our reluctant stars (a 
team of talented vets) on a tour of New Zealand to meet our alumni and tell them 
more about the remarkable work they do in the hospital. The hospital is used to teach 
students but also undertakes cutting edge research and pioneers new techniques - 
some of which find their way into human medicine! The Teaching Hospital is always 
looking for additional funding - particularly to support its research programmes into 
important areas like Oncology - so the Foundation supported the TV series with a 
small ad campaign focused on “not so  Lucky”. The Foundation plans to become more 
active in the VTH so watch this space.

ROBIN STALKER NATHAN BOND

KENT DEITEMEYER


