
THINKING DIFFERENTLY ON  
THE CREATIVE CAMPUS

Massey University’s Wellington campus is 

developing a new identity as part of a cross-

college initiative encouraging academics to 

take on a specialist multi-disciplinary applied 

approach to research and services. 
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“We want to create a capital campus that thrives on a 

culture of collaboration. It is our hope that this approach 

will create a hub where employability, entrepreneurship and 

experiential learning are central to what we do,” says Dr 

Peace, from the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

An example of this collaborative culture includes the new 

exploratory anthology of waiata, poems, essays, and fiction 

about Pukeahu / Mt Cook. Produced by staff and students 

from creative arts and humanities at Massey University, 

the anthology also includes work from authors such as 

Katherine Mansfield, Robin Hyde and Witi Ihimaera. It was 

published in partnership with the National Library of New 

Zealand, and aims to evoke a new sense of place for the 

landmark site, and position it as an ever-changing and  

living space.

The Think Differently initiative, led by 

Associate Professor Robin Peace and 

Professor Frank Sligo, brings together 

councils, embassies, creative industries, 

government and iwi with Massey University 

staff from business, health, humanities, 

social sciences and creative arts to deliver 

dynamic projects responsive to the needs of 

the local community. 



The recently opened Disaster Hub on the Wellington 

campus falls into this category also. Launched by the 

Joint Centre for Disaster Research from Massey’s School 

of Psychology, the hub is a one-stop shop for disaster 

risk reduction and emergency management. It fosters 

partnerships with the Wellington Regional Emergency 

Management Office, Integrated Research on Disaster Risk 

– International Centre of Excellence, EQC and the New 

Zealand Red Cross.

Dubbed as the Creative Capital, this connected approach 

to research and services fits well with Wellington’s brand 

and is central to shaping a new New Zealand, says Massey 

University’s Vice-Chancellor Steve Maharey.

“The world we live in is changing fundamentally – that is 

the assessment of all us who study change. Central to the 

changes that are taking place is the importance of creativity. 

We need to build a creative economy and a creative society 

if we are to thrive in the future that is taking shape. But it 

will not happen by itself. We have to do something about 

it. We need to draw everyone into the view that their future 

depends on creativity being at the heart of everything they 

do. Creativity needs to become our purpose in Wellington.” 

Part of Think Differently also involves envisaging the 

campus as a living lab. This approach fosters a reflexive 

framework where evaluation and change is continuous  

and fundamental. 

“At the heart of the project, we are looking at how to do 

things better. How we can experiment to maximise our 

strengths across areas like nursing and health, digital media 

and theatre, journalism and creative writing bringing results 

that are beneficial for everyone. How we can educate 

students for the real world, supporting them through 

internships and practicums and giving them the tools they 

need to be employable. And how we can facilitate and grow 

a culture of people who simply look at things in different 

ways,” say Dr Peace. 

Associate Professor Robin Peace is the Wellington Regional 

Director for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Her background is in research and evaluation, which sits 

within the School of People, Environment and Planning. 

Robin is also the Director of eSocSci, a network for  

New Zealand social scientists. 


