
 Action Points 

The following actions will be undertaken prior to the next workshop:  

 Action By 

1 Trends overtime for pollutants/nutrients and explanatory cause and 

effect. 

? 

2 Invertebrate counts  Jon Roygard 

3 Statistics on fish populations and how they have changed overtime 

should be available from the  National Fish Database. Data on trout 

population change available from Wellington Fish and Game. 

Russell Death 

 

Corina Jordan 

4 Bird counts (native and exotic) can be sourced from Forest and Bird Joan Leckie 

5 Relevant Land and Water Forum findings summarised on web. Vicky Forgie 

6 Provide list of effluent, nutrient, stock exclusion/ reduction measures. 

Identify what is underway at present and the likely impact.  

Identify possible new measures and their likely impacts 

 

Murray van der 

Maas, Jon Roygard , 

and the Dairy Link 

Team 

7 Provide list of sediment reduction measure. 

Identify what is underway at present and the likely impact. 

Identify possible new measures and their likely impacts 

John Dymond Jon 

Roygard 

8 Science (Macroinvertebrate Community Indices and Cultural Health 

Index (CHI) aligned to see how closely they relate to each other 

? 

 

 

Parked Issues 

The following issues were recognised as important but not needing to be dealt with 

immediately: 

1. Get an agreement on accepted ‘science’ and matauranga Maori to be used in the model. 

2. What are the costs of the various alternatives?   

3. Who pays? 

4. Biosecurity issues  

5. What are the market drivers for better environmental performance? 

 

 
 



 

Food For Thought 

 

Due to the tight time lines and work programme it is not always possible to pursue every line of 

thought or idea as they come up during discussions. The purpose of this section is to document 

some of these points so that the workshop participants can refer back to them and bring them back 

into discussion at a later stage if so desired.  

 

Workshop 1 – October 2010 

 

- The fertiliser industry is shifting from a product sales focus to a farm service focus. The idea 

is to help farmers apply the right quantities of fertiliser at the right times to achieve 

optimum output, rather than maximise sales of fertiliser. 

 

- A shift from rules enforcement and litigation towards pro active collaboration around 

solutions has been welcomed by farmers and others who cause undesired discharges � is 

there data showing farmers’ investments and returns around environmental improvements? 

 

- Why do we create waste in the first place – isn’t there a better way of doing things? 

 

- How can looking after the river create new income streams and economic wealth? 

 

- The promotion of reforestation in mono cultures poses a number of risks: 

o Economic risk – forests get harvested after 20 – 25 years and no replanting takes 

place = subsidies provided to reduce erosion could be lost as the harvesting process 

can cause large scale erosion. 

o Mono cultures are not conducive for the overall health of the river system/ 

biodiversity 

 

- A special workgroup could be formed to look at the most desirable species mix, looking at 

aspects of carbon credits, traditional plants for healing purposes and potential new income 

streams for (hill) farmers 

 

- Science – what is right in any given context – do the scientists need to get together and 

agree on what is the ‘right’ science for the Manawatu catchment? 

 

- Point sources for discharges – how many consents – large and small – exist in total 

throughout the catchment? 

 

- Change some of the physical aspects of the river – revert from ‘drainpipe’ to a more 

naturalised  river system, thus increasing morphological habitat diversity, natural flood 

protection, biodiversity, flow, and food in the river. Over time the river has lost 8 – 10 kms in 

length and 97% of wetlands have disappeared. 

 

- Create a register for all existing and future actions on improving the river  

 

- How can progress be made visible over time in instances where the desired outcome will not 

be immediately visible/measurable � use input based measurements in the short term. E.g. 

kms of fence line erected over a certain period of time.  

 


