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Problems Identified 

1. NZ has not been able to set or manage water standards 

2. Lack of water standards has impacted negatively on many waterways 

3. Water use is not flexible which has economic consequences 

4. Monitoring of existing rules, consents and conditions is variable 

5. Governance issues include the  need for  additional resources, a clear relationship for iwi 

with council’s , a clear strategy at national level 

6. Science research and expenditure has decreased since the late 1990’s while pressure on 

water has increased. Inconsistencies in data collection, monitoring and analysis. 

7. Water services infrastructure and management is a big issue – stormwater, wastewater, 

drinking water and flood control. Big expenditures required over next decade ($11.46 billion) 

Current situation 

1. Progress has been made with point source pollution but urban waterways are still polluted 

from sewage leakages, stormwater run-off and industry discharge. 

2. Non-point (diffuse) discharges greatly exceed point source. Impacts can have considerable 

lag times. Around 60% of monitored lakes in pastoral landscapes are classed euthropic or 

worse. 

3. Declining water quality impacts on biodiversity, aquatic ecosystems, instream use, human 

and animal health, the credibility of international brand. 

4. Many catchments are over allocated or approaching full allocation. Water scarcity will be 

worse with climate change. 

 

Setting limits for water quality and flows 

 

1. Needs limits, standards and targets in line with national needs, values and objectives – as 

prioritised by communities to address contaminants and flows. 

2. A National Environmental Standard would be required for implementation under present 

legislation. 

Achieving limits and targets 

1. Good management practice and audited self management needs to be implemented, plus 

be monitored and reported. There are initiatives underway that need to be extended, 

regulatory approaches need to be consistent, price-based measures further investigated and 

investment made in clean-up of contaminated water bodies. 

The growing problem of scarcity must be managed better 

1. More effective and efficient ways to allocate and transfer water permits is required. 

2. Good estimates of available water are required before allocation.  

3. Thresholds for pending scarcity need to be set which when reached require a different 

allocation scheme to be employed. 3 suggestions to investigate are (1) as existing consents 



expire change conditions (2) change allocation system with new rules in regional plan (3) 

establish a payment system such as permits. 

More flexible transfer of permits should be enabled 

1. This would allow water to move to its “best use” easily and combat overuse 

2. A national template would be useful 

Transition needs careful thought 

1. To minimise problems of stranded assets and investment uncertainty, equity, over-

allocation, iwi and the Crown 

Rural water infrastructure 

1. Well designed water storage, irrigation and  energy production can provide  economic and 

environmental benefits. 

2. Regional rules need to change for consents above a certain size and require a collaborative 

process. 

3. Compliance is important Regional Councils and consent holders should be able to withhold 

water where environmental conditions are not meet. 

Changes to governance 

1. National Land and Water Commission be set up as a non-statutory body reporting to a 

core group of Ministers. A principal function would be developing and overseeing 

consistent implementation of the National Land and Water Strategy 

2. Regional governance needs to be improved if the current devolved model is to be 

retained and improved direction provided through National Policy Statements and 

National Environmental Standards 

Science and knowledge 

1. High quality science and knowledge, including Maturanga Maori and the social sciences and 

economics are critical to water management and a vital element in its governance. 

Water services management 

1. Urban water supply, wastewater treatment and stormwater all impact on water quality. 

Issues of volumetric metering and direct billing need to be worked through. 

Drainage 

1. Legislation needs to be reviewed to ensure protection of wetlands and biodiversity. 

Flooding 

1. Greater national direction in flood management and land use activities to reduce risks. 

 



  


