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BE MORE
The Massey BA will help ignite your intellectual 
passion. Our rigorous programme offers a wide 
range of subjects that will fire your imagination, 
enable you to think critically and help you to 
apply what you learn in the real world. We will 
challenge your thinking and enable you to be 
more imaginative, more innovative and more 
adaptable. We will teach you valuable skills 
that allow you to connect with your work, your 
community and your world. 

WHAT ARE THE ARTS?
The Arts – which include the Humanities and 
Social Sciences – are the study of people: how 
we think about, interact with and make sense 
of the local, national and global communities 
we live in. We ask the big questions: What 
does it mean to be human? What makes us 
think and act the way we do? How are different 
communities organised and governed? How do 
we make sense of the world we live in? 
That world is rapidly changing. Studying with us 
means you’re in the driver’s seat and in control of 
your education. At Massey you'll develop critical, 
analytical and creative skills – and the abilities 
to evaluate evidence and argument, and make 
informed choices – that mean you can move into 
the future with confidence.
With our Arts offerings you: 
 > Improve your analytical, creative and practical 

skills that can then be applied in any career. 
 >  Develop valuable skills in critical thinking and 

communication, analysis and research. Study 
languages and cultures and participate in an 
increasingly interconnected world. 

WHY STUDY ARTS, 
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCES AT MASSEY
The Massey Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree is 
a prestigious qualification. It is based on the 
principles of academic excellence, innovation 
and engagement. With more than 25 subjects 
on offer, passionate and friendly lecturers, 
our world-class distance-learning programme, 
and access to a range of multi-media learning 
environments that are engaging and interactive, 
Massey’s BA suits varied interests, lifestyles and 
academic goals. 

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD
We will engage your curiosity and help you 
learn to challenge the status quo. We produce 
well-rounded graduates who are aware of the 
world around them, and who lead and add value 
to their organisations and communities. In a 
changing world where adaptability and flexibility 
are valued, our graduates possess the critical 
thinking, problem-solving and communication 
skills that are in demand. Today. 

OUTSTANDING LECTURERS AND 
INCLUSIVE CLASSROOMS
You will learn with accomplished international 
scholars and award-winning lecturers who have 
a welcoming and inclusive teaching style. 
We have smaller class sizes where your voice 
will be heard and your particular academic 
strengths and needs will be acknowledged. 
We provide extensive learning support services 
such as mentoring, essay help and study skills 
workshops. 

CAREERS AND CONNECTIONS
The BA gives you the broad base of knowledge, 
attributes and skills you require for the 
careers of the future. You will need excellent 
inter-personal skills and the ability to meet 
new challenges and master new information 
quickly and efficiently. At the heart of the BA 
are skills in critical thinking, written and oral 
communication, and research. We’ve designed 
them into the BA because the employers we talk 
to tell us these are precisely the skills they are 
looking for in the workforce of the future. 
Massey BA graduates work everywhere – in 
New Zealand and overseas. They work in the 
corporate, not-for-profit and local and central 
government sectors. They work in media, 
academia, defence, international development 
and more. 
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CREATING FUTURE READY, INTELLECTUALLY CURIOUS, GLOBALLY AWARE CITIZENS.  
BE A CRITICAL THINKER. BE A PROBLEM SOLVER. BE LIFE READY.

BA MAJORS AND MINORS FROM 
HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

500 UP TO 500 PAPERS ON OFFER

25 MAJORS ON OFFER

24/7 COURSEWORK AVAILABLE ONLINE

2

BACHELOR OF ARTS LECTURERS WITH UNIVERSITY OR 
NATIONAL AWARDS FOR TEACHING EXCELLENCE

CAMPUSES TO CHOOSE FROM: ALBANY OR MANAWATÜ  
(OR SELECT DISTANCE LEARNING) 
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15

EXPERTS IN  
THEIR FIELD
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR 
PAUL SPOONLEY 
New Zealand’s prominent 
social scientist  and a 
Fellow of the Royal Society 
of New Zealand
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WHERE DO THEY WORK?

EVERYWHERE 
IN NEW ZEALAND AND OVERSEAS; 

IN THE CORPORATE, NOT-FOR-
PROFIT, LOCAL AND CENTRAL 

GOVERNMENT SECTORS; 
IN MEDIA, ACADEMIA,  

DEFENCE, INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT AND MORE

BENEFITS OF A BACHELOR OF ARTS

CREATING A NEW TYPE OF GRADUATE, AN INNOVATIVE PROBLEM-SOLVER, 
PRACTICALLY PREPARED TO LEAD IN A NEW WORLD OF BUSINESS

MASSEY BACHELOR OF ARTS

CAREERS OF SOME OF  

OUR GRADUATES

Administrators

Advertising

Aid and disaster relief workers

Business managers

Communications

Conflict resolution 

Customs / Immigration officers

Defence forces 

Disaster relief

Education 

Family therapists

Foreign affairs

Human resources

International business

Media production

Mental health practitioners

Novelists

Peacekeeping

Policy development and analysis

Politics
Project management 

Public relations

Research managers

Risk management

School principals

Sign language interpreters

Special education needs

Specialist teachers 

Speechwriters

Teaching English overseas

Translation

Travel and hospitality

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE & 
INNOVATION

MULTIMEDIA 
LEARNING 
MATERIALS

SMALLER 
CLASS 
SIZES

EXPERT 
STAFF AND 
RESEARCH

HOLLY MADIGAN 
Bachelor of Arts (English)
“I am happy I decided to study 
a BA at Massey University. It’s 
provided me with many diverse 
working opportunities. 

I’m currently teaching English 
abroad in Thailand and absolutely 
loving it! My degree has made 
searching for jobs here effortless 
as most employers prefer a BA to 
any other qualification.” 

HENRY CURTIS
Bachelor of Arts (History)
“A degree in history opened up 
many opportunities for me – and 
now I’m the assistant director of 
naval engineering, assisting in policy 
development for the Royal New 
Zealand Navy…”

Massey’s Bachelor of Arts 
programme “gave me a strong ability 
to undertake meaningful research, 
and to think critically about an issue 
or question… My advice to students 
is to keep challenging yourself.”

BA PART OF THE NEW NZ 

Asian Studies (minor only)
Business Psychology
Chinese
Classical Studies
Defence Studies
Development Studies (minor only)
Economics
Education
Educational Psychology
English
Environmental Studies
French (minor only)
Geography
History
Japanese
Linguistics

Mäori Studies
Mathematics
Media Studies
New Zealand Studies (minor only)
Philosophy
Politics
Psychology
Rehabilitation Studies (minor only)
Security Studies
Social Anthropology
Sociology
Social Policy
Spanish
Statistics
Women’s Studies (minor only)

GAIN TRANSFERABLE SKILLS
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SHARPEN PRESENTATION 
AND WRITING CAPABILITY

CO

MMUNICATION

BE A PEOPLE PERSON;  
WORK IN DIVERSE TEAMS

IN

TERPERSONAL

SEE THE BIG PICTURE;  
ASK THE BIG QUESTIONS

CR
ITICAL THINKING

LEARN TECHNIQUES FOR 
EVALUATING AND FINDING 

SOLUTIONS TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS

PR
OBLEM SOLVING

DEVELOP GREAT WORK 
HABITS AND DELIVER  

ON TIME

PL
A

N
N
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G & ORGANISATIO
N

GAIN CONFIDENCE; PARTICIPATE 
IN INTERNSHIP AND LEADERSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES

CA

N-DO ATTITUDE

THE NUMBER OF DEGREES THE BA CAN BE CONJOINED 
WITH (BACHELOR OF BUSINESS STUDIES AND BACHELOR 
OF SCIENCE)



You get to focus on exactly what you enjoy, while learning to be a 
creative and independent thinker. You’ll also get the valuable skills today’s 
employers are looking for.

QUALIFICATION OVERVIEW
The Bachelor of Arts degree consists of 360 credits (24 papers) studied 
over a period of at least three years of full-time study or a longer period of 
part-time study.
This includes:
 > Five core papers, three of which are taken in your first year of study
 > Nine papers in your major subject, or eight papers in each subject if you 

choose a double major
 > Five papers in your minor subject – you can include up to two minors.

The remaining papers which make up the BA are called elective papers. 
Some elective papers can be from other undergraduate degrees.
During your first year, you can select a broad range of subjects which 
interest you.

THE NEW CORE CURRICULUM
Last year we asked hundreds of employers and Massey graduates about 
the value of a BA. Based on what we heard, we decided to refresh our 
degree and include a new core curriculum. This core will:
 > Provide transferable skills that will equip you for any career path you 

choose to follow
 > Be intellectually stimulating 
 > Give shape to your degree and introduce you to the richness of diverse 

subjects available to you
 > Complement the study you will do in major(s) and/or minor(s)
 > Help you make sense of and engage with the wider world in which you 

live
 > Still allow for freedom of choice and flexibility within your degree.

TYPICAL PATTERN FOR A BA DEGREE
A typical pattern for a BA degree with a major in English and a minor in 
Media Studies. Please note this is only an example of how a BA degree 
might be structured.

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

230.110 
Tūrangawaewae: 
Identity and Belonging

230.210 
Tū Rangaranga: 
Global Encounters

230.310 Tū Tira 
Mai: Practising 
Engagement

230.111 Tū Kupu: 
Writing and Inquiry

139.2xx English 139.3xx English

230.112 Tū Arohae: 
Critical Thinking

139.2xx English 139.3xx English

139.139 English 139.2xx English 139.3xx English

139.1xx English Elective 139.3xx English

Elective Elective Elective

154.1xx 
Media Studies

154.2xx 
Media Studies

Elective

154.1xx 
Media Studies

154.2xx 
Media Studies

154.3xx 
Media Studies

120 credits 120 credits 120 credits

Compulsory Major Minor Elective

DURATION 
3 YEARS FULL-TIME

PART TIME STUDY OPTIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, 

DISTANCE LEARNING

BACHELOR 
OF ARTS
BA
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PATHWAY TO POSTGRADUATE STUDY
ENROL IN... 

ä

äâ
Certificate in Arts
[1 semester]

ä

äâ
Diploma in Arts 
[1 year]

ä

â
Bachelor of Arts 
[3 years] â

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Arts [1 year]

ä çè

Master of Arts 
[1.5 years] á

Bachelor of Arts (Hons) 
[1 year]

MAJORS AND MINORS
The BA offers you the opportunity to specialise in majors and minors in 
the subjects listed on the right. All subjects available as majors in Massey 
University’s BA degree are also available as minor subjects, except for 
Business Psychology. You can also study minors from the Bachelor of 
Business Studies or the Bachelor of Science. It is recommended that all 
students include a minor subject in their BA.
Information about the availability of majors and minors is on our website: 
www.massey.ac.nz. Our website is updated throughout the year, so it’s best 
to check for updates regularly.
All BA majors require nine papers, including at least one 100-level paper, 
two 200-level papers and four 300-level papers. All BA minors require five 
papers, including three papers above 100-level, with at least one paper at 
300-level. There are required papers in some majors and some minors, so 
when selecting your major and your minor, please read the regulations for 
those subjects carefully. 

 ANTONIA PREBBLE Bachelor of Arts (English), Actress
“As an actress wanting to study, Massey University’s distance 
programme was the obvious choice.” 
While sitting exams overseas in places like the New Zealand Embassy 
in Paris is not the norm for most students, it was just one of many ways 
that Massey’s distance offerings was able to cater to my circumstances. I 
was able to gain my degree without having to worry about trying to attend 
lectures that didn’t fit with my filming schedule, and I still had support 
every step of the way. 
I really enjoyed and appreciated my study experience with Massey. 
Their systems made correspondence learning as manageable as 
possible. I could access the impressive library services 24/7, and helpful 
knowledgeable advice from the staff at the contact centre was only a 
phone call away. 
Acting is my dream career, it takes me all over the world and I’m glad I 
was able to gain a degree that can open new avenues and expand my 
abilities. My BA gave me skills in analysing and understanding texts, 
which is incredibly helpful in what I do. At the moment, I am currently 
working on a television show in Sydney and one day I’d love to be able to 
put my French papers to use and perform a role in French.

 BACHELOR OF ARTS
MAJORS AND MINORS Al
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Asian Studies (Minor) 32

Business Psychology (Major) 06

Chinese (Major & Minor) 07

Classical Studies (Major & Minor) 08

Creative Writing (Major) 09

Defence Studies (Major) 10

Defence Studies (Minor) 10

Development Studies (Minor) 32

Economics (Major & Minor) 11

Education (Major & Minor) 12

Educational Psychology (Major) 13

Educational Psychology (Minor) 13

English (Major) 14

English (Minor) 14

Environmental Studies 
(Major & Minor)

15

French (Minor) 32

Geography (Major) 16

Geography (Minor) 16

History (Major & Minor) 17

Japanese (Major & Minor) 18

Linguistics (Major) 19

Linguistics (Minor) 19

Māori Studies (Major) 20

Māori Studies (Minor) 20

Mathematics (Major & Minor) 21

Media Studies (Major & Minor) 22

New Zealand Studies (Minor) 32

Philosophy (Major & Minor) 23

Politics (Major & Minor) 24

Psychology (Major & Minor) 25

Public & Professional Writing (Minor) 32

Rehabilitation Studies (Minor) 32

Security Studies (Major & Minor) 26

Social Anthropology (Major & Minor) 27

Social Policy (Major & Minor) 28

Sociology (Major & Minor) 29

Spanish (Major & Minor) 30

Statistics (Major & Minor) 31

Theatre Studies (Minor) 32

Women's Studies (Minor) 32

SOME PAPERS
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ AND 

VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 BUSINESS 
PSYCHOLOGY
A major of � e BA

BUSINESS AND PSYCHOLOGY - YOUR 
POWERFUL CAREER COMBINATION
Combine your strong business sense with deep insights into human 
behaviour, and you’re all set for an amazing career.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Massey’s BA(BusPsych) draws on leading expertise from business 
and psychology to set you apart from the rest. Its taught in 
collaboration by psychology and business lecturers and applies 
psychology to the world of business to develop your understanding 
of how people affect, and are affected by, organisational culture, 
human resources and management. Your understanding of human 
attitude and behaviour will be a distinct advantage in your ability to 
drive business growth.

WHY MASSEY?
THE ONLY PROGRAMME OF ITS KIND IN NEW ZEALAND
People are integral to the success or failure of any business. 
Massey is the only New Zealand university offering a major that 
combines psychology with the human side of business. 

USE YOUR SKILLS TO EXCEL IN BUSINESS
Enhance your employability with a powerful skill-set
By studying business psychology within an arts degree, you will 
gain a comprehensive knowledge of business and psychology, as 
well as broad transferable communication and analytical skills 
integral to any career. This diverse mix of skills will enhance both 
your work-readiness and your world-readiness.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Business psychologists often work as consultants. They meet 
with business leaders and management to assist with improving 
personnel strategies, including hiring methods and training 
programmes, and evaluating the success of the organisational 
structure.
Our graduates work as:

 > Human resources managers
 > Real estate account managers
 > Employment consultants
 > Careers counsellors
 > Training and development providers
 > Human factor researchers and
 > Retail directors

WHERE DO I START?
175.101 Psychology as a Social Science
An introduction to psychology as the scientific study of human 
behaviour, with emphasis on individual differences and social 
influences. The paper aims to develop an awareness of the issues, 
terminology, methods, and techniques involved in the study of 
human behaviour.
175.102 Psychology as a Natural Science
An introduction to methods and findings from the scientific study 
of psychology and its application to everyday human behaviour. 
Examination of basic behavioural, perceptual, and cognitive 
processes, and how these are influenced by biological mechanisms 
and cultural context.
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY (SOME PAPERS), 

MANAWATŪ (SOME PAPERS), 
AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 CHINESE
A major of � e BA

BA LEADER IN THE WORLD’S GLOBAL 
MARKETPLACE.
Understanding the language and culture of China can unlock the door to a 
lifetime of exciting careers

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Here and abroad, the relationship between China and New Zealand grows 
stronger every year. As a core global player at the hub of the Asia-Pacific 
region, China is a leader in overseas relations. Meanwhile, New Zealand 
is home to many ethnic Chinese. Understanding Chinese culture and 
language is helpful for establishing careers, from foreign diplomacy to 
business and finance.

WHY MASSEY?
RELEVANT IN AUSTRALASIAN CONTEXTS
We recognise that the increasingly multicultural nature of society means it 
is not only important to learn about new languages and cultures, it is also 
important to learn how these languages and cultures interact with, and 
are affected by, your own. Our programme produces its own digital study 
materials, relevant to our Australasian students to ensure that you gain 
skills that are applicable to your own communities. 

HIGHLY INTERACTIVE 
The Chinese programme offers Chinese language papers that range from 
beginners through to advanced. No knowledge of the Chinese language is 
necessary in order to enrol in the beginners’ papers. 
Whether you study on campus or by distance, you will learn from 
supportive, passionate academics who produce digital study materials 
complete with exercises, audio, videos and presentations; and deliver 
live online tutorials/lectures at various times – evenings, lunch times and 
weekends – to fit with busy schedules. They ensure that you don’t have to 
learn on your own and that everyone can practise speaking Chinese in a 
shared environment. 

COMBINES CHINESE CULTURE AND LANGUAGE
Language does not exist in isolation, and we believe it becomes 
more powerful when it is learnt in a cultural context. To guide this 
understanding, we use videos, music and literature to explore social, 
historical and political developments. Through exploring this context, you 
will also explore your own culture and identity.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
More and more skilled graduates in Chinese are needed to work in areas 
like:

 > Diplomacy
 > Health care
 > International business
 > Secondary teaching
 > Tourism
 > Immigration and customs
 > Foreign affairs

Students who plan careers in these areas are encouraged to include 
Chinese in their degree in order to have a competitive edge in the job 
market.

WHERE DO I START?
You start with one of the language papers. There is one specifically 
for complete beginners, and another for students with some limited 
knowledge. There is a third paper at 100-level that introduces you to 
Chinese culture.
241.101 Chinese 1A
The paper provides the students with a basic proficiency in Putonghua 
(Mandarin). The students acquire the phonetics, knowledge of a set of 
characters, and the vocabulary and constructions in the first third of 
Chinese Link Level I.
241.102 Chinese 1B
The paper builds on the proficiency in Putonghua (Mandarin) that is 
developed in 241.101 Chinese 1A. The students continue to acquire the 
phonetics, a further set of characters, and the vocabulary and constructions 
in the second third of Chinese Link Level I.
241.103 Chinese Cultural World
An enquiry into Chinese culture through the medium of texts, literature, 
film, and the arts. No knowledge of Chinese is required.

07

STUDY A 
DEGREE



AVAILABLE 
MANAWATŪ (MIXED MODE) 

AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 CLASSICAL STUDIES 
A major of � e BA

ENHANCE YOUR FUTURE BY 
STUDYING THE PAST.
With a BA (Classical Studies) at Massey you will study the past, 
understand the present and help build the world of tomorrow.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
GAIN A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF 21ST-CENTURY CULTURE
Knowledge of ancient Greece and Rome is essential for an 
understanding of our own modern civilization. Through their 
language, philosophy, science, medicine, law, political institutions, 
art and architecture, the Greeks and Romans had a profound and 
lasting influence on world culture. They also created and developed 
nearly every genre of Western literature.
Classical studies allows you to trace meaningful connections 
between classical antiquity and our own 21st century civilization. 

WHY MASSEY?
YOU CHOOSE WHAT YOU STUDY 
Classical studies is by its very nature interdisciplinary, which means 
that you can study what you enjoy, and explore subject areas that 
spark your interest. You can explore the classical world from many 
angles: literature, history, art, mythology, religion, war, even love 
and sexuality. 

FOLLOW YOUR PASSION AND ENHANCE YOUR FUTURE
With a Massey BA (Classical Studies), not only can you take a 
variety of papers to suit your interests, but you will also acquire and 
develop a diverse range of skills. Our evidence for the ancient world 
is challenging; it is sometimes fragmentary, sometimes obscure, 
often biased or distorted. At Massey you will make sense of it 
through argument and interpretation.

WHERE DO I START?
You can begin your major by choosing from a range of 100-level 
papers in Classical Studies. These papers cover areas like Greek 
history and mythology, early Rome, Latin language, and war, 
sport, and entertainment in ancient Greece and Rome. Not all the 
100-level papers are offered each year, so make sure you select 
your first-year papers from those available in the year you want to 
begin your major.

 BRITTANY BOYD Bachelor of Arts (English and Classical Studies)
I chose a minor in classical studies because it’s a subject that has 
grabbed my attention. Learning about ancient Rome, Greek mythology, 
and other aspects of the past truly give a greater understanding of the 
human race and the roots from which it started. Wanting to be a teacher 
in the future, it’s also a subject I would love to teach. Doing my degree at 
Massey was an incredible experience that has helped to shape who I am 
today. I now have the confidence to enter the workforce.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The study of Classics fosters critical thinking, research skills, and 
organisational techniques, together with the broader understanding 
of our culture. These skills can lead to careers in any of the fields 
below.

 > Drama
 > Foreign affairs
 > Journalism
 > Libraries
 > Museums
 > Public Relations
 > Teaching
 > Trade and industry
 > University administration
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ AND VIA 

DISTANCE LEARNING

 CREATIVE WRITING
A major of � e BA
*Subject to CUAP approval

GRADUATES IN HIGH DEMAND
Inspiration, communication and vocation are at the heart of Massey’s 
exciting BA (Creative Writing).
It offers you the chance to develop your writing so that it’s pitch-perfect for 
a variety of audiences. You’ll enhance your critical thinking and master a 
wide range of transferable communication skills while pursuing your own 
creative vision. 

CHOOSE YOUR CANVAS
Creative writing offers you flexibility in writing original work in a variety 
of genres: learn to write fiction, scripts for the stage and screen, poetry, 
creative non-fiction, life writing and travel writing. 

LEARN FROM PUBLISHED AUTHORS
Our award-winning teachers are also internationally acclaimed writers 
who teach from their own first-hand experience in moving from idea to 
page, polishing their work and sending it off to be published or performed. 

GET REAL
Your third year has a vocational focus: you’ll produce a working manuscript 
of your own writing. You also have the opportunity to gain hands-on editing 
and publishing experience or facilitate a creative writing arts project in 
your local community. 

GET PUBLISHED
Students who have taken our creative writing papers have gone on to 
publish poems, stories, essays and books as well as winning some of New 
Zealand’s top writing prizes. Why not join them?

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A Bachelor of Arts (Creative Writing) is one of the most creative and 
enriching degrees you can do. Employers seek out BA students for their 
lateral and analytical thinking, communication skills and creative ability.
There are various possibilities for creative writing graduates, including:
 > Writing for television, magazines, blogs or the book-publishing industry 
 > Corporate or non-profit freelance writing 
 > Creative arts project coordination 
 > Inter-arts collaboration for arts festivals 
 > Writing for public relations
 > Creative writing in advertising
 > Teaching 
 > Performance-related writing and production 
 > \Writing and advising on Government policy
 > \Writing for social media 
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AVAILABLE 
MANAWATŪ (SOME PAPERS) 

AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 DEFENCE STUDIES
A major of � e BA

GRADUATES IN HIGH DEMAND
Massey's BA in Defence Studies combines industry input, practical 
experience and specialised skills to develop the skills employers seek.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
GET A POWERFUL COMBINATION OF SKILLS
You will follow a unique programme that combines the study of modern 
defence and the military with broad and transferable critical-thinking skills.

WHY MASSEY?
THE ONLY DEGREE OF ITS KIND IN NEW ZEALAND 
Examining the contemporary world of modern defence – including its 
impact on media, technology and conflict resolution at local and global 
levels – is the core of this specialised major. Massey University is the 
only university in Australasia where you can study defence studies in an 
undergraduate degree. 

LEARN FROM THE BEST
Massey’s BA(DefStuds) is designed in collaboration with an advisory board 
of New Zealand’s top defence and security officials. You may have the 
opportunity to do an internship with Government agencies such as the 
New Zealand Defence Force.

YOU CHOOSE WHAT TO STUDY
You can choose from a mix of history, logistics, tactics, command and 
technology papers. These papers aren’t just for people working in the 
defence forces, they’re for anyone interested in understanding the world of 
modern defence. 

WHERE DO I START?
You can begin your major by choosing from a number of 100-level papers 
in defence and security studies. These papers look at areas like command, 
logistics, tactics, and the history of warfare. Not all the 100-level papers 
are offered each year, so select your first-year papers from the ones 
available in the year you want to begin your major.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
There is increasing demand for defence professionals, both military 
and civilian. Employers are looking for people with the intelligence, 
initiative and determination to work in a wide range of complex defence 
environments.

BE PART OF THE PEACEKEEPING SOLUTION
Massey’s unique BA(DefStuds) is your key to a defence career where 
you could work not just for the military, but also in areas such as public 
education, peacekeeping and intelligence. These roles are integral to the 
safety of New Zealand, and the demand for qualified people who can fill 
these is exceptionally strong. You will be in high demand.
Where can a BA(DefStuds) take me?
Your major in defence studies will give you a broad knowledge, and 
the skills and experience to pursue a successful career in defence and 
international relations here in New Zealand, as well as in the international 
community. Defence studies is a great choice for a career in:
 > Civil defence
 > Conflict resolution
 > Disaster relief
 > Peacekeeping
 > Policy analysis
 > Truce monitoring
 > Education
 > Journalism and the media
 > Management
 > Planning
 > Politics
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ AND 

VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 ECONOMICS
A major of � e BA

THERE’S MORE TO 
ECONOMICS THAN THE 
BASICS OF FOOD, SHELTER, 
AND CLOTHING
From big picture world economics to the juggling 
act of domestic house-keeping, a major in 
economics is right on the money.

WHAT'S IT LIKE?
The study of economics makes sense of why and 
how people manage resources and finances, 
from subsistence living to advanced economies. 
It offers ways of thinking about the world, 
enabling us to make the best of what we have, 
and how to improve on it.

WHERE DO I START?
You will begin your major in economics with 
two 100-level papers: Economics and Principles 
of Macroeconomics. Both these papers are 
compulsory. Supporting papers in mathematics 
or statistics are also useful in your first year.
You then move to the 200-level papers by 
studying Intermediate Macroeconomics and 
Intermediate Microeconomics. You can structure 
the rest of your major around your particular 
interests, whether it’s international trade, 
resource and environmental economics, financial 
economics, or public policy.
115.106 Economics
An introduction to the economic analysis of 
markets, with emphasis on the behaviour 
of individuals, firms, and government. The 
framework developed is used to analyse and 
evaluate contemporary economic policies in both 
New Zealand and international contexts.

178.100 Principles of Macroeconomics
Introduces the principles of macroeconomics. 
The paper provides students with an 
understanding of economic activities at the 
level of the industry, the country, and at the 
international level. Topics include national 
income accounting, inflation, unemployment, 
the role of the government in the economy, 
stabilisation policies, and the international 
economy.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
With a degree majoring in economics you have 
a wide range of career opportunities, including 
being an economist in banking, finance, and 
policy sectors. Other avenues are:
 > Education
 > Journalism and the media
 > Management
 > Planning
 > Politics
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ AND 

VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 EDUCATION
A major of � e BA

LIFELONG LEARNING 
Education is the basis for a healthy society. An 
education major delivers skills and strategies for 
all learning.

WHAT'S IT LIKE?
Studying education provides a critical analysis 
of contemporary educational theories, policies 
and practices by developing a wide range of 
theoretical understanding and research skills 
to enhance the way we analyse and bring 
information together.
You'll take a wide range of papers looking at the 
mainstays of educational policy and practice. 
Both papers are compulsory for a major in 
education.
Later on in your degree you'll look at the more 
advanced areas of education. This includes 
papers on history, philosophy, psychology, and 
sociology of education. You can also take papers 

on human development and education research 
methods.

WHERE DO I START?
There are two ‘must haves’ for a major in 
education:
254.101 An Introduction to Social and Cultural 
 Studies in Education
A critical examination of social, cultural, 
political, historical ,and philosophical influences 
on the development of education in Aotearoa/
New Zealand and internationally.
275.102 Human Development 
An introduction to the study of life-span human 
development and learning within changing social 
and physical contexts.

THINKING OF MOVING 
ON TO TEACHING?
As part of your BA (Education), we strongly 
recommend that you include literacy and 
numeracy papers too, as these are requirements 
when applying for our Graduate Diploma in 
Teaching or Master of Teaching and Learning 
programmes. 
For more information about our Education 
programmes, see page 38 onwards.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
There are many careers where a degree majoring 
in education would be a real benefit to you. 
Some of these are:

 > Administration (schools or government)
 > Policy analysis
 > Teaching
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ (MOST 
PAPERS), AND VIA DISTANCE 

LEARNING

 EDUCATIONAL 
PSYCHOLOGY
A major of � e BA

LEARN, DEVELOP, ACHIEVE
With a Massey BA (Educational Psychology), you will become involved with 
the understanding and promotion of learning and development.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Educational psychology explores lifelong ako (learning and teaching) 
through an understanding of cultural, cognitive, social, behavioural and 
emotional aspects of learners and teachers.
It encompasses: 
 > The application of Western and Māori psychological knowledge in 

education and human development 
 > A science that seeks to understand, and an art that seeks to apply those 

understandings in the real world, to help learners realise their potential. 
You will learn about the complex relationships between learners and their 
environment. You can choose from a wide range of papers that reflect the 
diversity of psychology and education. 
You'll consider things like:

 > How can we make learning more effective? 
 > What are the social mediators of thinking, learning and development? 
 > How can teachers best meet the learning needs of a diversity of 

learners? 
 > What factors help ensure educational success? 
 > How do we support development of positive behaviours for learning? 
 > How do we reduce learning difficulties? 
 > How do we best support learners with disabilities? 

Educational psychology looks at what supports and hinders learning, and 
informs policy and practice in education systems. You'll also develop 
transferable skills that include research, analysis, communication and 
problem-solving.

WHERE DO I START
175.102 Psychology as a Natural Science
An introduction to methods and findings from the scientific study of 
psychology and its application to everyday human behaviour. Examination 
of basic behavioural, perceptual, and cognitive processes and how these 
are influenced by biological mechanisms and cultural context.
275.102 Human Development
An introduction to the study of life-span human development and learning 
within changing social and physical contexts.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
With a major in Educational Psychology you can look at a whole range of 
careers that help and support people. Some of these are:

 > Educational psychologist
 > Behaviour support worker
 > Child advocate 
 > Community support worker 
 > Education support worker
 > Special education
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, 

WELLINGTON (MINOR), AND VIA 
DISTANCE LEARNING

 ENGLISH 
A major of � e BA

STUDY – AND CREATE – GREAT TEXTS
With a Massey BA (English), you can follow your passion for 
literature, studying the great works and writing your own with the 
guidance of our award-winning staff.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
FOLLOW YOUR PASSIONS 
You will be encouraged to experience a broad range of subjects 
in your English major. There’s plenty of choice when it comes to 
papers, and lots of opportunity to study what really interests you, 
from Gothic literature to health and science writing.

WHY MASSEY? 
STUDY THE GREAT TEXTS – AND WRITE YOUR OWN
With a BA (English) at Massey, you can combine your love of 
literature with developing your own creativity. You will be taught by 
acclaimed authors who will both guide you through the exploration 
of poems, novels, short stories and theatre scripts, and encourage 
your own creative talent. 

BECOME A STRONG COMMUNICATOR
A Massey BA(Eng) will cultivate your empathy and prepare you for 
a versatile career. You’ll learn to analyse different audiences, which 
will help you understand how best to communicate with them. You’ll 
learn how to take information, pull it apart and present it in a way 
that makes sense – a fundamental skill in any work environment. In 
your BA (English) you’ll focus on these very processes. 

GET ONE-ON-ONE TEACHING
At Massey our teaching is centred on you. Our lecturers are award-
winning teachers and researchers who will give you individual 
feedback every step of the way. Our combination of English 
studies with arts-based fields, such as speech writing and media 
studies, will expand your learning opportunities and future career 
prospects.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Follow your passion into a profession where critical thinking and 
communication skills, fresh perspectives and new ideas will be 
highly valued.
Employers appreciate flexibility and the ability of BA(Eng) graduates 
to reason, research, analyse, criticise, communicate and think 
laterally.
They need people who can thrive in an ever-changing labour market 
and who will be able to effectively challenge and critique new 
encounters. 
Our BA(Eng) will develop your interpersonal, communication, 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills to ensure you remain 
agile and able to take on the opportunities the future holds. 
Through your study of English you will build a valuable and rich 
set of skills. You will then be able to explore any number of career 
paths, including:

 > Writer, editor, publisher or researcher (for social media, 
literature, theatre, film and television, corporate, government or 
non-profit organisations)

 > Communicator (for a cause, a consultancy or organisation)
 > Academic or teacher
 >  Arts administration or management
 > Arts policy and development
 > Speech writer, travel writer, blogger

WHERE DO I START?
139.139 Introduction to English Studies
This paper considers the nature and functions of literary texts and 
the ways in which they are invested with meaning. The paper will 
focus on the practice of reading literary texts, and the processes of 
writing critically about them.
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AVAILABLE 
 MANAWATŪ AND 

VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES 
A major of � e BA

TURN YOUR INTEREST IN THE ENVIRONMENT 
INTO A CAREER
With a BA (Environmental Studies) you’ll be prepared for a 
meaningful and important career.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
SEE THE BIG ENVIRONMENTAL PICTURE
When you take environmental studies at Massey, you will 
explore the dynamic relationship between human society and our 
environment. It’s a relationship that is always changing. You will 
learn to think critically and understand the big picture, rather than 
seeing environmental questions simply as problems that can be 
solved easily with a technological fix.

WHY MASSEY? 
TAILOR A DEGREE THAT’S JUST FOR YOU
With a BA (Environmental Studies), you can choose to explore 
almost anything to do with the environment, from a scientific, social, 
cultural or economic point of view. You can also bring together 
papers from a range of disciplines to create a degree just for you. 
Your major starts with the paper Society, Environment and Place, 
which introduces you to the diversity of human geography.
From there you build up your knowledge by looking at New Zealand 
environmental issues, then moving on to a paper such as Sociology 
of the Environment.

WHERE DO I START?
145.111 Society, Environment and Place 
An introduction to the diversity of human geography. Three 
themes are selected from the following: local-global connections; 
geography of leisure and consumption; political geography; 
sustainable development.
176.102 New Zealand Society
Completing a 100-level sociology paper is a prerequisite for the 
200-level compulsory paper 176.206. This 100-level paper should be 
taken in first year.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Our society is becoming more environmentally aware and career 
opportunities in this area are growing. Many local and national 
government agencies are employing people to focus specifically on 
aspects of the environment and how it can be preserved, including:

 > Allocation of water resources 
 > Ecological restoration 
 > Endangered species management 
 > Waste and toxic substances management 
 > Weed and pest management

 KIM ANSTEY This is my last semester of a Bachelor of Arts degree 
majoring in environmental studies. I’m an extramural student based in 
Napier. Extramural study has given me the flexibility of living in Australia 
and New Zealand and working my study around raising a young family. 
An environmental studies major is a fascinating mix of both social 
science and science papers which emphasises the importance of 
examining the big picture when it comes to environmental issues. With 
New Zealand and the world facing serious issues of declining biodiversity 
and degraded waterways and soils, there is no time like the present to 
study this fascinating subject.
I can strongly recommend doing environmental studies at Massey. The 
papers I have done have been taught by friendly and approachable 
lecturers who are truly passionate about their subjects. The online 
delivery of papers is first rate with increasing opportunities for viewing 
lectures and contributing to discussions online.
Next year I plan to embark upon postgraduate study in sociology with a 
focus on the environment.
My advice to new students would be: knowledge expands your horizons 
and gives you the power to influence your future. Go for it.
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY (MINOR AVAILABLE), 

MANAWATŪ AND VIA 
DISTANCE LEARNING

 GEOGRAPHY
A major of � e BA

UNDERSTAND YOUR PLACE IN THE WORLD
With a Massey BA (Geography) you will become a knowledgeable global 
citizen, ready to apply your skills to the world’s pressing problems. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
GET A WIDE PERSPECTIVE
In the BA Geography you will study how we interact with our cultural, 
social and physical environments. You will find geography a diverse 
and dynamic subject, and will study issues such as sustainability, urban 
development, globalisation and people’s lived experiences of their 
environments.
In stage one of the BA Geography, you will study both human and physical 
geography. 
 > Human geography looks at how space, place and landscape are both the 

condition and consequence of social processes; 
 > Physical geography looks at how natural landscapes take shape and 

change.
You will gain a solid foundation to understand the world as the product of 
a combination of social and natural processes. 

WHY MASSEY? 
LEARN FROM A RANGE OF TEACHING METHODS
You can go on to specialise in either human or physical geography, or study 
a combination of both, and will benefit from interactive classroom and 
distance teaching, field trips and training in a range of research methods.
You will then take more advanced human geography courses, and expand 
on the themes established at stage one. You’ll learn about urbanisation, 
state restructuring, globalisation, geopolitics, agrifood, resource 
management and consumption. You will gain a global perspective from 
courses that draw on international case studies and examples, while 
maintaining a particular focus on New Zealand’s place in a changing world. 

GET OUT INTO THE FIELD
In advanced physical geography, you will explore our dynamic natural 
landscape, focusing on rivers, glaciers, coasts and past environments. 
These landforms are explored in depth through extensive fieldwork-based 
papers. 

DEVELOP IMPORTANT CAREER SKILLS
Geography will prepare you to be a thoughtful and knowledgeable local 
and global citizen. You will develop important career skills in research, 
spatial analysis, and evidence-based examination of the pressing issues 
facing New Zealand and the world today. 

WHERE DO I START?
Begin your geography major with two 100-level papers; you can take one, 
or both:
145.111 Society, Environment, and Place
An introduction to the diversity of human geography. Three themes are 
selected from the following: local-global connections; geography of leisure 
and consumption; political geography; sustainable development.
145.121 Introduction to Physical Geography
How the Earth works: an overview of the morphology and dynamics of the 
Earth’s surface and its environment.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
With a major in geography you will be able to work in a number of areas, 
including:

 > Conservation
 > Energy development
 > Forestry
 > Resource use
 > Teaching 
 > Tourism
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, AND VIA 

DISTANCE LEARNING

 HISTORY
A major of � e BA

LEARN TO LOOK AT THE WORLD WITH 
A NEW PERSPECTIVE
Studying history explores why things exist in the way they do. It will 
give you a new appreciation for the world around you.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
History is a subject as large as our recorded past. Our cultural 
heritages, literature, arts, religions, politics, economics, social 
behaviours, buildings and landscapes all derive from past 
influences.
Studying history gives an understanding of where we have been 
and how the world has changed over time. It gives an appreciation 
of how people have faced challenges at different times, and all with 
the benefit of hindsight. 

WHY MASSEY? 
LOADS OF CHOICES - PICK WHAT INTERESTS YOU 
With a history major you have an opportunity to shape your degree 
around your interests. You can make your history major specific 
to one particular area, like New Zealand and the Pacific, or study 
a particular era, like the medieval period, or the 20th century. 
Alternatively you could focus on a specific theme, such as politics, 
sport or social history, or you can pick what takes your fancy. The 
breadth of papers offered allows you to explore your own particular 
interests and will give you a broad and well-rounded major. 

RELEVANT TO THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
OF NEW ZEALAND 
Through history we can understand our past, explain our present 
and be better equipped to predict the future. At Massey, our history 
programme is focused on New Zealand history and New Zealand’s 
place in the world. We have the strongest focus on New Zealand 
history of any university in the world and New Zealand themes are 
central to our academics’ research. This combination means you 
will graduate ready to shape the future of New Zealand and the 
world.

ACCESS TO TOP RESOURCES
Whether you study on campus or by distance, you will have the best 
resources at your fingertips. We are committed to ensuring that our 
reading materials are engaging and available online 24/7 and we 
keep our class sizes small to ensure you benefit from the wealth of 
knowledge that our academics have to offer. 

WHERE DO I START?
You will begin your major by choosing from a wide range of 
100-level papers. There are papers on European history, medieval 
history, New Zealand history, and even the portrayal of history 
through movies. Even if you are enrolled internally at Albany or 
Manawatū, you can still study distance papers as well.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A history major prepares you for many career options, including:

 > Archiving
 > Editing
 > Journalism
 > Policy analysis
 > Teaching
 > Research management
 > Administration

 HENRY CURTIS Bachelor of Arts (History)
A degree in history opened up many opportunities for me – and now 
I’m the assistant director of naval engineering, assisting in policy 
development for the Royal New Zealand Navy. 
I don’t have a degree in engineering but Massey’s Bachelor of Arts 
programme set me up for my current role in a number of ways – it gave 
me a strong ability to undertake meaningful research, and to think 
critically about an issue or question. It also taught me how to approach a 
topic I was unfamiliar with, learn about it, and argue a point of view in a 
valuable and constructive way.
I chose to study history because I wanted to be a high school teacher 
initially. I had always enjoyed the subject and I was good at it, so it was 
an obvious choice for me. When I subsequently decided I did not want to 
pursue teaching, my Arts degree gave me a broad platform from which to 
explore other potential career paths.
My advice to students is to keep challenging yourself. What you do 
during your degree and how much you engage with it will determine the 
opportunities you can gain from it after you graduate.
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY (SOME PAPERS), 

MANAWATŪ (SOME PAPERS), 
AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 JAPANESE
A major of � e BA

GAIN FASCINATING INSIGHTS INTO JAPAN’S 
RICH CULTURE AND HISTORY
Let your love of languages give you an edge in the international job market.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
The Japanese major equips students with advanced language skills in 
spoken and written Japanese, coupled with a solid understanding of the 
cultural background underpinning this complex and powerful society. You’ll 
also learn about the interaction between Japanese and New Zealand 
culture, for example the role Japan plays in foreign trade. 
With your major in Japanese, you can expect to acquire competence 
equivalent to at least Level Two of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test 
(Nihongo Noryoku Shiken). Each language paper builds upon the previous 
one, so if you have studied some Japanese previously please contact the 
programme coordinator for advice on the appropriate entry level.

WHY MASSEY? 
RELEVANT IN AUSTRALASIAN CONTEXTS
We recognise that the increasingly multicultural nature of society means it 
is not only important to learn about new languages and cultures, it is also 
important to learn how these languages and cultures interact with, and 
are affected by, your own. Our programme produces its own digital study 
materials, relevant to Australasian students, to ensure that you gain skills 
that are applicable to your own communities.

HIGHLY INTERACTIVE 
Whether you study on campus or by distance, you will learn from 
supportive, passionate academics who produce digital study materials 
complete with exercises, audio, videos and presentations; and deliver 
live online tutorials/lectures at various times – evenings, lunch times and 
weekends – to fit with busy schedules. They ensure that you don’t have to 
learn on your own and that everyone can practise speaking Japanese in a 
shared environment. 

UNIQUELY COMBINES CULTURE AND LANGUAGE
Language does not exist in isolation, and we believe it becomes 
more powerful when it is learnt in a cultural context. To guide this 
understanding, we use videos, music and literature to explore social, 
historical and political developments. Through exploring this context, you 
will also explore your own culture and identity. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
With a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Japanese, you will have career 
prospects in many vital spheres, including:

 > Business
 > Development
 > Education
 > Foreign affairs
 > Trade and commerce
 > Tourism
 > Policy analysis 

WHERE DO I START?
242.101 Japanese 1A
This paper provides students with introductory level proficiency in 
Japanese listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Students learn 
romanised script, the two phonetic scripts (hiragana and katakana), and 
approximately 60 Japanese characters (kanji), as well as basic sentence 
structures and vocabulary useful for everyday life in Japan.
242.102 Japanese 1B
This paper builds on the introductory-level proficiency in Japanese 
established in 242.101 Japanese 1A, developing further basic competence 
in Japanese listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. An additional 
87 kanji are learnt. An increased range of sentence structures and 
vocabulary useful for everyday situations and interactions in Japan is 
introduced.
242.103 Introduction to Japanese Culture
An overview of the cultural development of Japan from early times to the 
present.
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY (MINOR), MANAWATŪ 

(MINOR), WELLINGTON (MINOR), 
AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 LINGUISTICS 
A major of � e BA

LANGUAGE MAKES US HUMAN
Language feeds into every aspect of our being from the way we 
greet one another, to the thoughts that process in our minds and 
the words that fill our Facebook news feed. It is in essence, what 
makes humans human and different from any other animal species. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Language is part of our everyday lives, yet how much do we 
actually understand about how it works? Linguistics is the study of 
language, its structure and meaning, how it is learnt and used, and 
what this says about who we are and where we come from.

WHY MASSEY? 
CULTIVATES PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
From interacting with friends to communicating with colleagues, 
language plays a fundamental role in both our public and private 
lives. With a strong focus on personal and applied language use, 
ethnographic analysis, and language forms and structure, Massey’s 
linguistics programme will develop vital career skills. These include 
written and spoken communication, problem-solving, and social 
and cultural awareness. In addition, our lecturers will encourage 
you to develop a deeper understanding of your own self-identity and 
social interactions. 

SIGNIFICANT TO YOUR ROLE IN THE 
ENGINE OF THE NEW NEW ZEALAND 
As the new New Zealand emerges, language remains the most 
powerful tool for connecting with and understanding our evolving 
diversity of people and cultures. Studying linguistics will equip you 
with the knowledge and empathy to lead cross-cultural interactions, 
growing your ability to drive social change and shape the future of 
our nation. 

SPECIALIST LANGUAGE STUDIES AND OPTIONS AVAILABLE
Whether you’re intrigued by the role of language in forensic 
situations, digital communities, social media, mother-tongue 
maintenance, or second-language learning, we have a variety of 
papers on offer. Our papers are taught by lecturers who are leading 
in a range of distinctive research areas. 

WHERE DO I START?
You can begin your major by taking 100-level papers in a number 
of subjects like language studies, communication, and culture. We 
don’t offer all our 100-level papers every year so make sure you 
choose papers on offer the year you want to start your major.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Language is vital to human communication. The study of linguistics 
helps you understand the development of language and can lead 
to an array of careers. We have graduates working in a range of 
diverse sectors in many varied roles including:

 > Education: ESOL teacher, language teacher, literacy advisor, 
university lecturer

 > Business, administration and law: communications advisor, 
interpreter/translator, forensic document analyst 

 > Government departments: policy analyst, researcher, cultural 
adviser, immigrations officer

 > Publishing, journalism, media and advertising: writer/editor, 
advertising consultant 

 > IT: computer analyst/programmer

 SONJA ZANDER BA Linguistics Student
Mba’éichapa or hello in Guarani, a native language spoken mainly in 
Paraguay. Last year as part of my bachelor’s degree I was lucky enough 
to earn credits while investigating this interesting language. On top of this 
I’ve looked at forensic linguistics and also studied how babies learn to 
talk.
I’m majoring in Linguistics, something that I am passionate about. 
Linguistics allows us to consider an aspect of life constantly used but 
overlooked by most people; language. Linguistics focuses on how a 
language works and what you can tell from the way a person speaks. 
Luckily for me Massey lets me study by distance learning because I’ve 
been living in Argentina for three years, giving me the opportunity to see 
many of the theories I’ve learnt put into practice. Everywhere I travel I find 
myself listening to other people talking and guessing things about their 
language.
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AVAILABLE 
MANAWATŪ (MIXED MODE), 

AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 MĀORI STUDIES
A major of � e BA

EVER WONDERED WHAT 
MAKES AOTEAROA NEW 
ZEALAND THE COUNTRY 
WE CALL HOME?
Where did our culture(s) come from? What are 
the events that have shaped our history? A good 
place to start is Māori Studies.
Māori language, society, and culture are a rich, 
vibrant, and dynamic part of Aotearoa New 
Zealand, and provide much of its uniqueness. An 
understanding of Māori language and culture 
is fundamental in order to shape the social, 
political, and economic future of our proud 
nation. Kia kaha Aotearoa!

WHAT'S IT LIKE?
A Māori Studies major will give you a good 
grounding in your understanding of te ao Māori 
(the Māori world). 
Our Māori language papers will help to build 
up your knowledge of te reo until you are a 
competent, if not fluent, speaker. 
Other study areas in this major include Māori 
visual arts, Aotearoa heritage, Māori policy and 
development, and Māori health. Together, these 
will give you a sound understanding of Māori 
culture and society.

WHERE DO I START?
You can begin your major by choosing from a 
number of 100-level papers in Māori Studies. 
Papers cover areas like language, visual art, 
and custom and lore. We offer two 100-level 
language papers: 150.110 is for beginners and 
150.111 is for students who already have some 
experience learning the language.
If you already have some knowledge of the 
Māori language, contact the programme 
coordinator before you decide to take language 
papers. This is to make sure you begin your 
studies at the most appropriate level for you.

The only compulsory paper in the major is the 
advanced language paper. This way we can 
make sure by the time you finish your major in 
Māori Studies you are confident speaking te reo. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Your major in Māori Studies will be a great 
pathway to careers in a range of areas, 
including:

 > Community work
 > Foreign affairs
 > Māori development
 > Policy analysis
 > Research
 > Teaching
 > Translation services
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AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, 

AND VIA DISTANCE 
LEARNING

 MATHEMATICS
A major of � e BA

NOT MANY AREAS OF HUMAN ENDEAVOUR 
HAVE BEEN UNTOUCHED BY MATHEMATICS
The task of the mathematician is to find ways to collect appropriate data 
for analysis and problem solving.

WHAT'S IT LIKE?
Mathematics draws much of its following and strength from the ability to 
find solutions for a wide variety of problems from within other disciplines, 
such as engineering, commerce and industry. Choosing mathematics as 
your major opens up a world of opportunity.
Your mathematics major will help you develop a wide variety of skills and 
techniques, especially in calculus and algebra. You will learn to formulate, 
solve, restate, resolve and interpret problems. Alongside these analytical 
skills you will also build up your knowledge of computational simulation 
techniques on computers.

WHERE DO I START?
You begin your study with two introductory mathematics papers. These are 
calculus and linear mathematics. The more advanced mathematics papers 
build on the basic concepts you learn in the two 100-level papers.
If you do not have NCEA Level 3 Mathematics you should take 160.103 
prior to enrolment into 160.111 and 160.112.

160.111 Mathematics 1A 
This paper provides a solid mathematical foundation for further studies 
in mathematics, science and engineering. It consolidates basic concepts 
and introduces more advanced material on differentiation and numerical 
techniques, enabling the formation of mathematical models of real-world 
problems. The paper blends topics from calculus with those from linear 
algebra and includes matrices, linear equations, vectors and geometry.
160.112 Mathematics 1B
This paper builds on the foundation provided by 160.111. Together these 
papers provide a mathematical platform for more advanced studies in 
mathematics, science and engineering. The topics are a blend of calculus 
and linear algebra, including complex numbers, linear transformations, 
eigenvectors, advanced techniques of integration, differential equations 
and applications.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
With a major in mathematics you could explore a number of different 
career opportunities, including:

 > Computer science
 > Cryptanalysis
 > Engineering
 > Operations research analysis
 > Actuary
 > Research
 > Statistics
 > Teaching
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 MEDIA STUDIES
A major of � e BA

CREATE, CRITIQUE AND CONNECT WITH 
YOUR MEDIA WORLD
Interested in literary and media texts, film and cultural theory, theatre and 
expressive arts, creative writing, professional writing and communication? 
Media studies can help you unlock your creative potential and develop 
practical skills to excel in your career. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Media studies is an exciting discipline, which will prepare students for 
future challenges in an information-rich society. Media studies seeks to 
analyse and understand the production, consumption and content of a 
range of media including film, social media, television, popular music and 
smartphones. Students will explore the formal characteristics of these 
media and their social, cultural, political and economic implications.
Media studies is taught through an innovative programme that blends 
theory with creative practice. The skills that students will develop 
throughout their study are versatile and highly sought-after in many 
careers, with digital literacy becoming increasingly important across all 
sectors.

WHY MASSEY? 
BE CHALLENGED 
 > Explore the ways in which media texts create meaning
 > Analyse the relationships between media and society and how this 

influences our views of the world
 > Communicate your findings effectively in speech and writing
 > Tackle open-ended questions where there are no simple 

right or wrong answers
 > Develop creative and critical approaches to producing media.

BLEND MEDIA THEORY AND MEDIA PRODUCTION 
We are interested in cultivating media-shapers who do as well as think. 
We use media theories both as a springboard for exploring new digital 
media and to guide you through the practice of creating your own short 
films and documentaries. 

STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES
As international published experts in their field, with growing strengths in 
television and new media, our lecturers use the latest digital technology 
through new state-of-the-art facilities and online learning systems to give 
you multi-modal, hands-on learning opportunities that reflect the latest 
developments in media practice and skills relevant to today’s industry. 

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TO EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE 
At the heart of our programme are the study and creation of a variety of 
works of art. We consider the relationship between media texts and other 
visual, written and spoken forms of art to examine texts from all angles. 
As a student you will be encouraged to use these lateral thinking skills to 
shape the future of the media world. 

WHERE DO I START?
You can begin your major by choosing from a number of 100-level papers 
in Media Studies. These papers cover areas like the theories of media and 
communication, analysis of media text and modes, and construction of 
stardom and celebrity. We don’t offer all our 100-level papers every year, 
so make sure you choose your first-year papers from the ones available at 
your campus.

 TAREQ BRANNEY Bachelor of Arts (Media Studies)
When I first started at Massey I wasn’t completely sure what to study 
but knew that I had enjoyed Media Studies at secondary school. I soon 
learned that a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Media Studies would enable 
me to develop knowledge in the areas that I was truly passionate about 
while also providing me with a meaningful and useful tertiary education.
Along the way there were highlights, especially as the papers progress 
through the higher levels. Trauma and the Media (amongst other 
media theory papers) both challenged me and demonstrated how 
our understanding of the world is massively affected by the evolving 
relationship between media and mankind.
I was also given the chance to get hold of a camera on practical media 
papers. The knowledge I picked up on these papers enabled me to 
now run my own film production business, without having to attend 
a specialist filmmaking school. ‘Howie Shoot Pictures’ specialises in 
promotional videos for small businesses, or not-for-profits. My clients will 
often come to me with a video purpose or goal, and I take it from there.
However, looking back it was the versatility of the BA that I continue to 
find most valuable. In my current position as Communications Coordinator 
for the Wellington City Mission, the papers in Communications, Te 
Reo, Business Studies, Politics and especially English (my minor) are 
particularly relevant. Also, throughout my degree I learnt how to present 
and structure an original argument in a professional manner – so much 
so, that it is second nature to me now. I am responsible for, or have a role 
in, most official communications the Wellington City Mission has with 
the public, including our quarterly newsletter and campaign and appeal 
literature.
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 PHILOSOPHY
A major of � e BA

THINK DEEPLY ABOUT THE BIG QUESTIONS
If you are fascinated by the big questions of what kind of beings we 
are, and how we interact with the world in which we live, then a BA in 
philosophy is right for you. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
A Massey BA (Philosophy) will develop your abilities to think and reason, 
to express your thoughts clearly and concisely, and to critically evaluate 
complex ideas, all of which will make you a highly employable graduate.

WHY MASSEY? 
MAKE YOUR POINT AND INFLUENCE PEOPLE
Philosophy isn’t just about abstract thinking. Massey’s BA (Philosophy) 
offers you the chance to learn highly applicable and useful skills. Studying 
philosophy develops your critical thinking skills: your ability to assess 
whether arguments are rationally compelling, and to make your arguments 
compelling to others. 
You will also learn how to express your thoughts concisely and clearly, how 
to engage constructively in debate, how to deal with unusual and difficult 
ideas, and how to look at problems in new ways.

BENEFIT AT WORK AND AT HOME
The intellectual skill of critical thinking is important in the workplace, 
and is consistently ranked by employers amongst the most desirable 
attributes in an employee. Effective critical thinking skills help you in your 
day-to-day life too, such as when watching the news or reading stories 
on the internet. Through your study of philosophy you will learn how to 
understand and evaluate what you read rather than just remembering it, 
and to become more aware of the reasons why you hold the views you do. 
A major in philosophy will challenge your thinking and encourage you to 
continue asking questions. 

LEARN FROM LEADING PHILOSOPHERS
At Massey you’ll be taught by some of the world’s leading philosophers 
such as Bill Fish. An associate professor at Massey University, Bill’s main 
areas of research and teaching are on disjunctivism – what it is to have a 
mind, how it hooks up to the world, the role of consciousness in all of this 
and epistemology (the theory around how we come to have knowledge). 
In 2012 his book was a topic of discussion at a meeting of the biggest 
philosophy association in the world.

WHERE DO I START?
You will begin your major by choosing from a number of 100-level papers. 
These papers cover areas like critical thinking, great philosophers, 
questions of knowledge and reality, religion, and ethics. We are not able 
to offer all our 100-level papers every year, so make sure you select from 
those available in the year you want to start your major. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A Massey BA (Philosophy) gives you experience in handling unusual and 
difficult ideas, communicating your thinking with clarity, and being aware 
of the reasons for your views while being flexible and adaptive. You 
will cope with new challenges as the needs of your work change. That 
adaptability and the ability to think on your feet will be a big advantage in 
careers in advertising, journalism, management, policy analysis, research 
and many more.
These skills are highly prized by employers and this means you can explore 
a wide range of career options. Recent graduates in philosophy have gone 
into jobs as diverse as:

 > Advertising
 > Business
 > Computing
 > Journalism
 > Management
 > Policy analysis
 > Publishing 
 > Research
 > Teaching
 > Treasury
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 POLITICS 
A major of � e BA

BE INFORMED ABOUT THE BIG ISSUES
Studying a BA politics at Massey equips you with the concepts, 
theories and facts you need to make sense of the world around you.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Politics is about contestations for power and how we make 
decisions in society – who gets what, when and how – from the 
local community to the nation and internationally.
Politics is concerned with the conflict of ideas and values. It has to 
do with who governs, and how and why decisions that affect all of 
us (such as how much students should pay to study at university or 
whether the UN should sanction military interventions) are made. 

WHY MASSEY? 
A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS
With Massey’s BA (Politics), you may study topics such as how 
laws are made in New Zealand, what the rise of China means for 
the future of global politics, how Select Committees work, what is 
happening in the Palestine/Israel conflict, or what concepts such 
as “freedom” or “justice” mean to different people. You might also 
learn about the main dimensions of key contemporary international 
conflicts.

INTERACTIVE CLASSES AND ENTHUSIASTIC LECTURERS
At Massey, politics is taught in a small interdisciplinary programme 
where you have regular and close contact with academic staff. 
Your lecturers are active researchers in their respective fields. They 
are passionate about the subject matter they teach and bring that 
enthusiasm to the classroom. 

WHERE DO I START?
200.161 Introduction to Politics
An introduction to the study and nature of politics, including 
political theory, political parties, electoral systems, public policy 
and international relations.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A major in politics has two big things going for it: it is exciting and it 
is relevant. Politics will give you a degree that can lead to a range of 
careers, including:

 > Business
 > Diplomacy
 > Finance
 > Journalism
 > Policy analysis
 > Public service

 AMY THOMSON 
My time spent studying politics at Massey has had a huge influence over 
my life. I’m a big picture person and learning about politics has given me 
the context for understanding how everything fits together and how what 
I do during my career will influence the lives of others. So, my degree 
helped me not only find employment, but to choose the jobs where I can 
make the most difference to the lives of others.
Studying politics at Massey was made easy by the passion of the faculty 
for their subject and the support they gave freely, particularly as a 
postgraduate. The belief my supervisor showed in me has given me the 
confidence to aim high in my professional life. And finally, the students I 
met are now friends I can turn to for advice and support when I need it.
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 PSYCHOLOGY 
A major of � e BA

UNDERSTAND MORE ABOUT 
YOURSELF AND OTHERS
Do you wonder how the brain works, and 
want to understand how we think, behave 
and make decisions? Then a BA Psychology 
could be for you. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Psychology is dedicated to the promotion 
of human welfare. It explores the thoughts, 
feelings and actions of individuals and 
groups in a social and cultural context. 
The goal of psychology is to understand, 
describe and predict behaviour. From a 
broader perspective, psychology helps 
us make sense of human impact on the 
world in which we live. At Massey, you 
can choose from a wide range of papers 
that reflect the diversity of psychology. 
You’ll learn about the natural, social and 
biological side as well as research methods 
and applications of psychology. 

PSYCHOLOGY COMBINES:
 > Natural science, focusing on perception, 

cognition, learning and the biological 
bases of behaviour;

 > Social science, dealing with emotions, 
individual differences, behaviour and 
relationships and the wider social 
context.

QUESTIONS PSYCHOLOGISTS ASK 
INCLUDE:
 > How do people perceive, learn, think, 

develop, behave and relate to each other?
 > How does the structure of the brain affect 

behaviour?
 > What makes people different from each 

other?

 > How does being in groups affect people’s 
behaviours; how do social groups affect 
what we do?

WHY MASSEY? 
MARKET-LEADING IN NEW ZEALAND
Massey University graduates more 
researchers and clinical psychologists 
than any other university in New Zealand. 
Through our connections with a wide range 
of community and statutory organisations, 
we produce unique and applied psychology 
research and training that is recognised 
nationally and internationally. This strength 
and expertise will enhance the reputation of 
your degree and ensures your learning will 
be relevant to today’s society. 

APPLIED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR UNDERGRADUATES
While most universities wait until 
postgraduate study to offer applied learning, 
we introduce this in the final year of your 
degree. We have a broad selection of 
papers across areas including forensic, 
experimental and community psychology 
that demonstrate how foundational skills 
can be applied. This better prepares you for 
further study and gives a taste for where 
you might like to specialise. 

WHERE DO I START?
You will begin your major in psychology by 
taking two first-year papers.
175.101 Psychology as a Social Science
An introduction to psychology as the 
scientific study of human behaviour, with 
emphasis on individual differences and 
social influences. The paper aims to develop 
an awareness of the issues, terminology, 

methods, and techniques involved in the 
study of human behaviour.
175.102 Psychology as a Natural Science
An introduction to methods and findings 
from the scientific study of psychology 
and its application to everyday human 
behaviour. Examination of basic behavioural, 
perceptual and cognitive processes and 
how these are influenced by biological 
mechanisms and cultural context.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A major in Psychology can provide 
knowledge and skills relevant to pursuing 
a broad selection of applied psychology 
areas including clinical, health, education, 
community, industrial and organisational 
psychology. These diverse options mean 
you can study what you are most passionate 
about and carry that passion forward into 
your career. 
The knowledge of human behaviour 
and interactions you will gain from a BA 
Psychology will be useful in many careers 
fields including:

 > Counselling
 > Human resources
 > Public health
 > Youth support
 > Policy
 > Rehabilitation psychology
 > Scientific research
 > Special education
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 SECURITY STUDIES
A major of � e BA

KICK-START YOUR CAREER 
IN SECURITY
Security Studies is a fast growing field and many 
of today’s entry-level positions increasingly 
require a degree in security studies. Our unique 
offering will set you up to fill roles that are 
integral to the safety of New Zealand and the 
globe.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
The contemporary environment provides 
numerous complex and multifaceted challenges 
to security (human, environmental and economic) 
that will undoubtedly continue in the future. 
These challenges include not only traditional 
interstate conflict, but also the potential threat 
of the spread of nuclear weapons, issues such 
as internecine disputes linked to religious 
differences, the control over and exploitation of 
scarce resources, and the impact of globalisation 
and environmental change. 
Management of threats to security is likely to 
be an important dimension of government and 
public policy in the foreseeable future. If you are 
interested in modern local and global security 
issues, a major in security studies will enable 
you to gain knowledge in this area.

WHY MASSEY? 
GAIN A POWERFUL COMBINATION OF 
SKILLS
From every angle, our programme ensures you 
will graduate in high demand. It is designed in 
collaboration with an Advisory Board of New 
Zealand’s top defence and security officials; it 
combines the unique study of security challenges 
with broad and transferable critical thinking 
skills and offers an internship opportunity with 
government agencies such as Customs and the 
New Zealand Police. 

THE ONLY MAJOR OF ITS KIND IN 
AUSTRALASIA
Examining security challenges like biosecurity, 
conflict resolution and cyber-crime at community 
and government levels is the core of this 
specialised major, and Massey University is 
the only university in Australasia where you 
can study security studies in an undergraduate 
degree. 

WHERE DO I START?
You will begin your major with one compulsory 
100-level paper:
149.180 Introduction to Security Studies
This paper introduces the key aspects of Security 
Studies. The nature of global security issues will 

be considered, but with a particular emphasis on 
New Zealand, and with reference to knowledge 
of the various approaches, challenges, 
participants and policies/practices involved.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Career options for a graduate with a degree 
majoring in Security Studies can include law 
enforcement, crime science, civil defence, 
conflict resolution, disaster relief, peace 
keeping, policy analysis, truce monitoring, or 
border control.
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 SOCIAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
A major of � e BA

GAIN A BETTER UNDERSTANDING
OF THE WORLD
The Massey BA (Social Anthropology) will give you a different 
perspective on world affairs. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?

Studying Social Anthropology will develop your understanding of 
other cultures and ethnic groups, and show you how your way of 
life is just one of many possible ways of being human. You will learn 
to challenge your existing beliefs and put yourself in others’ shoes.

WHY MASSEY? 
STUDY A WIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS
At Massey, you will study topics such as politics, globalisation, 
inequality, human-environmental relations, human rights, visual 
culture, healing systems, food, gender, ritual and religion.

GET OUT INTO THE FIELD
Discover how anthropologists study cultural differences through 
fieldwork that examines societies across the globe, from hunter-
gatherers to industrial nation-states. Massey staff and students are 
currently researching in Asia, the Pacific, Europe, Africa and New 
Zealand.

WHERE DO I START?
146.101 Introductory Social Anthropology
Social Anthropology, a foundation discipline in the social sciences, 
seeks to explain and understand cultural and social diversity. This 
course introduces students to key contemporary topics in the 
discipline, including the practice of field research, politics and 
power, systems of healing, mythology and ritual, urbanisation and 
globalisation, kinship and family.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The study of people can take you into almost any career path, 
anywhere in the world. Popular career destinations for social 
anthropology graduates include:

 > Human rights and social justice
 > Social work
 > Social and commercial research
 > Education
 > Business and industry
 > Government, diplomacy and policy
 > Foreign affairs
 > Overseas aid and development agencies
 > Health care
 > Non-profit management
 > Marketing 
 > Publishing
 > Environmental issues
 > Museum curation
 > Art and heritage work
 > Tourism 
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LEARNING

 SOCIAL POLICY
A major of � e BA

WORK FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
WITH A BA (SOCIAL POLICY)
At Massey you’ll get the skills you need for a 
meaningful career in social policy.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
If you are fascinated by how and why power, 
resources and opportunities are distributed 
within society, then Massey’s BA (Social Policy) 
is for you.
You will gain an understanding of the political, 
economic, social and cultural factors that 
influence the development, implementation and 
evaluation of social policy in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. 
You will study law, politics, and the roles of 
central and local government in a democratic 
society. This will lead to insights into the 
relationship between the state, political parties, 
the judiciary, the legal system, and the public in 
shaping legislation and developing policy.

WHERE DO I START?
279.101 Social Policy: 
 An Introduction
An introduction to Social Policy with particular 
relevance to the history and patterns of social 
and economic development in New Zealand
OR
200.162 Politics and Public Policy 
 in New Zealand
A foundation study of policy studies in the 
New Zealand context, with particular emphasis 
on public policy, the nature of politics and 
models of political economy
AND
178.100 Principles of 
 Macroeconomics
Introduces the principles of macroeconomics. 
The paper provides students with an 
understanding of economic activities at the 

level of the industry, the country and at the 
international level. Topics include national 
income accounting, inflation, unemployment, 
the role of the government in the economy, 
stabilisation policies and the international 
economy
OR
178.110 The New Zealand
 Economy
An introduction to the development and structure 
of the economy of New Zealand, with emphasis 
on actual issues and policies. International 
influences from a New Zealand perspective.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Your BA (Social Policy) will give you the 
knowledge and competencies you need to start 
your career as a policy analyst and researcher. 
You will learn a range of intellectual and 
practical skills that will stand you in good stead 
in the job market. 
This qualification opens up a world of 
opportunity to be involved in influencing a broad 
number of social issue outcomes (eg healthy 
housing, youth development, Maori wellbeing, 
health promotion, gender analysis of policy), not 
only from a Government-down position, but also 
from an individual-, community- and society-up 
perspective. 
You will learn to apply your critical social policy 
analysis skills to a number of decision-making 
scenarios to result in better social outcomes. 
This decision-making can take many forms 
including a policy, project plan, submission, or 
even the strategic direction of an organisation. 

 DONNA MORGAN
I used to spend many a day getting infuriated 
about events that I saw on TV, read in the 
news, or just saw with my own eyes as being 
unjust or inequitable. So I enrolled in the BA 
in Social Policy with the aims of hoping to 
understand what causes some groups of 
people to become marginalised in our society, 
and what I could do to help change it.
I studied a range of topics from politics, 
economics, the environment. I also discovered 
a whole lot about myself and how some 
policies have shaped my life. I moved into 
areas concerning youth wellbeing, in 
particular issues related to their education 
and disengagement from mainstream and 
youth unemployment. I am currently working 
with a small community group who are hoping 
to develop an initiative to help transition 
youth into work, to support and mentor them, 
and to offer practical support and advice to 
employers who employ them. 
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 SOCIOLOGY
A major of � e BA

USE YOUR SOCIAL KNOWLEDGE FOR A 
MEANINGFUL CAREER
With a Massey BA (Sociology), you will get an understanding of some of 
the biggest issues facing the world today. 

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Sociology is about understanding and describing our local society and 
its global setting. Sociologists are interested in almost all aspects of the 
social world and on your BA programme you will consider questions such 
as:
 > How is society structured?
 > How is society changing?
 > What divides or unites social groups?
 > What causes the inequalities we see in society?
 > How does power operate?

With a Massey BA Sociology you will ask challenging questions about how 
things really are in the social world. Culture, ethnicity, class, inequality, 
gender, mass media, politics, environment, social change and individual 
and group interactions are important areas that you will study.
You'll learn to think critically about the world and investigate social issues.

WHERE DO I START?
176.101 The Sociological Imagination
A foundation paper in Sociology covering the key substantive aspects of 
contemporary society eg individual and social processes, globalization and 
social inequalities.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
The understanding of our local society and its global setting that you’ll gain 
from a BA (Sociology) opens up a wide range of career paths:

 > Research and policy analysis for central/local government and non-
governmental organisations

 > Teaching
 > Journalism
 > Community and social services work
 > Political advocacy 
 > Running a business
 > Planning and consultancy
 > Advertising and marketing
 > TV/film production

 RUBY CAIN Commencing a Bachelor of Arts majoring in sociology has 
impacted my life in many ways. It has opened up new ways of thinking 
about society and has challenged me to engage more fully with social 
issues. I thank the staff at Massey University for encouraging and 
motivating me, creating an environment for me to thrive and push the 
boundaries of my learning. I am now more confident in my academic 
abilities – a confidence which translates into my everyday life. 
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MANAWATŪ (SOME PAPERS), 
AND VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

 SPANISH
A major of � e BA

DISCOVER SPANISH 
LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND 
HERITAGE. BOOST YOUR 
CAREER PROSPECTS WHILE 
LEARNING ABOUT A NEW 
CULTURE
With more than 400 million speakers, Spanish 
is one of the most widely spoken languages in 
the world and continues to grow as a popular 
second language. Spanish is spoken not only in 
Spain, but also in more than 20 countries in Latin 
America, parts of Africa, and in many regions 
of the United States. Alongside the language 
is a vibrant and captivating cultural heritage, 
which New Zealanders are beginning to discover 
and appreciate more fully through our growing 
relationships with Latin American countries.

WHY MASSEY? 
RELEVANT IN AUSTRALASIAN CONTEXTS
We recognise that the increasingly multicultural 
nature of society means it is not only important 
to learn about new languages and cultures, it 
is also important to learn how these languages 
and cultures interact with, and are affected by, 
your own. Our programme produces its own 
digital study materials, relevant to Australasian 
students, to ensure that you gain skills that are 
applicable to your own communities. Massey is 
New Zealand’s only university to deliver language 
programmes completely via distance, including 
Spanish offshore to Australian students.

HIGHLY INTERACTIVE 
Whether you study on campus or by distance, 
you will learn from supportive, passionate 
academics who produce digital study materials 
complete with exercises, audio, videos and 
presentations; and deliver live online tutorials/
lectures at various times – evenings, lunch times 
and weekends – to fit with busy schedules. They 
ensure that you don’t have to learn on your own 

and that everyone can practise speaking Spanish 
in a shared environment. 

COMBINES CULTURE AND LANGUAGE 
Language does not exist in isolation, and we 
believe it becomes more powerful when it 
is learnt in a cultural context. To guide this 
understanding, we use videos, music and 
literature to explore social, historical and 
political developments. Through exploring this 
context, you will also explore your own culture 
and identity. 

WHERE DO I START?
You can begin your major in Spanish with our 
100-level papers. There are two papers designed 
to introduce you to the Spanish language, 
one for complete beginners and the other for 
students with limited knowledge. A third paper 
introduces you to Hispanic culture.
245.101 Introductory Spanish Language I 
 (complete beginners)
Development of basic communication skills in 
spoken and written Spanish through use of DVD, 
reading, comprehension, structural exercises and 
oral practice. Aspects of contemporary Hispanic 
culture and society are also studied. An oral 
examination forms part of the final assessment. 
245.102 Introductory Spanish Language II 
 (limited knowledge)
Extension of basic communication skills in 
spoken and written Spanish through use of 
DVD, composition, comprehension, and oral 
practice for students with an initial knowledge 
of Spanish. Aspects of contemporary Hispanic 
culture and society are also studied. An oral 
examination forms part of the final assessment.
245.103 Hispanic Culture and Heritage
An introduction to the main aspects of modern 
Hispanic history, literature, art and culture in 
Spain and the Spanish-speaking world. No prior 
knowledge of Spanish is required. 

If you already have some knowledge of the 
Spanish language, contact the programme 
coordinator before you decide to take language 
papers. This is to make sure you begin your 
studies at the most appropriate level for you. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Trade, tourism and diplomatic relations between 
New Zealand and the Hispanic world are on 
an upward trend. By majoring in Spanish your 
knowledge of Spanish language and culture will 
prove both valuable and rewarding. A degree 
majoring in Spanish makes a wide range of 
career choices possible, including:
 > Banking
 > Journalism
 > Management
 > Marketing
 > Teaching
 > Trade and export
 > Travel and tourism

 DEBORAH THOMPSON
Assistant Language Teacher, Madrid
In my last semester I did an exchange and 
studied in Alicante on the Mediterranean 
coast in Spain. It was an amazing opportunity 
that I didn’t know I would be able to do. During 
my exchange I made so many friends and my 
Spanish improved incredibly.
I am now living and working in Madrid as an 
Assistant Language Teacher in a Primary 
School. I absolutely love it! The job came to me 
through the University, and I even got to meet 
the member of the Spanish embassy who 
put my application through when he came 
to Massey to meet with my lecturer. I am so 
grateful for all of the support that I received 
from the staff in the humanities department 
at Massey. They were so encouraging and I 
feel really well prepared for being a teacher of 
languages. 
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 STATISTICS
A major of � e BA

BIG DATA = MORE JOBS FOR STATISTICIANS
The explosion of information and data available to the world has 
made those who can interpret it indispensable. Big Data has 
opened up a huge range of career opportunities for those who are 
talented in working with figures.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
IT’S A GREAT TIME TO BE A STATISTICIAN! 
The Wall Street Journal said in 2013 that “Data Crunchers [are] 
Now the Cool Kids on Campus”. 

GET A HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER QUALIFICATION
Statistics is really the science of evidence. It allows us to quantify 
risk and make effective decisions even when we are uncertain 
about the world around us. Should I buy or sell my stock? Is this 
new treatment effective against breast cancer? What adverts 
should my website display in order to increase my revenue? How 
can I better interpret that weak distress signal coming from a vessel 
far out at sea? 
Seeking answers to questions like these from the recent explosion 
in digital data makes statisticians some of the most highly sought-
after employees. 

WHY MASSEY? 
LEARN THE THEORY AND ITS PRACTICAL RELEVANCE
As a Massey BA (Statistics) student you will learn the key theories 
of statistics, but you will also learn the quantitative skills to conduct 
robust statistical analysis, that is effective in the real world. 
The extra quantitative skills that you gain from a statistics major can 
set you apart from other graduates when applying for jobs. 

WHERE DO I START?
160.111 Mathematics 1A 
This paper provides a solid mathematical foundation for further 
studies in mathematics, science and engineering. It consolidates 
basic concepts and introduces more advanced material on 
differentiation and numerical techniques, enabling the formation 
of mathematical models of real-world problems. The paper blends 
topics from calculus with those from linear algebra and includes 
matrices, linear equations, vectors and geometry.
Compulsory paper options are:

161.120 Introductory Statistics
Applied statistics with some emphasis on the social sciences. 
Exploratory data analysis. Surveys and experiments. Elementary 
probability and sampling variability. Inference for means, 
proportions, contingency tables and regression.
OR
161.130 Introductory Biostatistics
Applied statistics with emphasis on biology. Exploratory data 
analysis. Surveys and experiments. Elementary probability and 
sampling variability. Inference for means, proportions, contingency 
tables and regression.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Statistics skills can be applied in almost any industry. Many jobs not 
necessarily classified as statisticians are still working in the field, 
requiring statistics expertise. 
Some key industries include:

 > Business
 > Economics, engineering, marketing, computer science, data 

mining, business analytics
 > Physical sciences
 > Astronomy, chemistry, physics
 > Health and medicine
 > Genetics, clinical trials, epidemiology, pharmacology
 > Government
 > Census, law, national defence
 > Environment
 > Agriculture, ecology, forestry, animal populations
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We encourage all students to complete a minor subject, or else 
a double major. You can choose your minor subject from the BA 
majors, or from the six subject areas below. 
(Note: Business Psychology is not available as a minor subject).

ASIAN STUDIES
Asian Studies seeks to promote understanding of Asian cultures 
from a multidisciplinary perspective.  

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
Development Studies seeks to understand people and communities 
in developing nations. By examining key differences, issues, 
and ideas, this field of study aims to help develop skills to assist 
solutions in development problem-solving. The papers you’ll study 
enable you to grasp the complexities faced by countries as they 
work to move their peoples into first world territory.

FRENCH
France is renowned for its rich history and influential culture of 
wine and cuisine, film, fashion, art, literature, the Tour de France, 
and of course its language of romance. The ability to speak French 
opens doors into international business and diplomatic communities 
from the Parisian boulevards, throughout Africa, parts of the 
Caribbean and into the Pacific.

NEW ZEALAND STUDIES
New Zealand Studies provides a cross-disciplinary approach to 
New Zealand society, history, culture and politics.

 PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING 
*SUBJECT TO CUAP APPROVAL
Gain the practical, discipline-focused writing skills you need to 
succeed in a variety of working environments. With this minor, 
you’ll be able to frame the debate and direct your organisation’s 
communication towards the realisation of its vision. You’ll engage 
in an intensive analysis of public and professional writing styles 
and literacies, and practise writing for both digital and print 
environments and explore areas such as writing for the public, 
online publishing, technical writing and creative non-fiction. 

 THEATRE STUDIES 
*SUBJECT TO CUAP APPROVAL
This exciting applied theatre and performing arts course combines 
theatre for social change with real-world communication 
techniques. A minor in theatre studies will develop your acting, 
directing, teamwork, event management and playmaking skills. 
You’ll be challenged to think critically, write powerfully and learn 
how to produce compelling creative performances.

REHABILITATION STUDIES
Rehabilitation is the process of active change for individuals who 
have become debilitated through disease or injury.
The study of rehabilitation revolves around acquiring the knowledge 
and skills to achieve optimal physical, psychological and social 
function. The goal of rehabilitation is for the individual to return to 
independent functioning within their home and community.

WOMEN’S STUDIES
Women’s Studies looks at the roles and experiences of women, 
their position in society and culture, now and historically. 
It also explores perspectives on women’s gender and sexuality. This 
area of academic study offers students a wide-ranging grounding in 
feminist social theory and research methods.

You also have the option of selecting a minor from the Bachelor of 
Business Studies or Bachelor of Science degree. All of the minors 
available in the BBS and the BSc are also available for BA students.

CONJOINT 
DEGREES 
 MINORS
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More and more New Zealand employers are 
seeking graduates with an understanding of 
business alongside the knowledge and skills of 
either an arts or science discipline. 
Massey’s College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences recognises this and offers two conjoint 
degrees: the Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of 
Business Studies and the Bachelor of Arts 
Studies/Bachelor of Science.
These conjoint degrees meet the needs 
of employers and students looking for a 
combination of knowledge and skills to pursue 
a career and make a contribution as a global 
citizen, with additional strengths in business or 
science.

QUALIFICATION OVERVIEW
The BA/BBS and BA/BSc conjoint degrees let 
you graduate with both degrees at the end of 
four years of full-time study. You must study 
for both degrees concurrently. To remain in the 
qualification, you must maintain a Grade Point 
Average of at least 4.0 (a B- grade) each year.

PLANNING YOUR DEGREE
In your first year, you should include:
BA/BBS: Four core BBS papers; four BA papers 
including two core papers and two major papers 
(or one major paper and one minor paper). 
BA/BSc: Four BA papers including two core 
papers and two major papers (or one major 
paper and one minor paper); four BSc papers 
including two major papers. 
In your second year, you will need to complete 
nine papers so that you have passed a total 
of 255 credits by the end of the year. Your 
credits should be evenly spread across the two 
components, and you should ensure that you 
have completed the three 100-level core papers 
in the BA, and about half of the papers for your 
major subject.

In your third year, you will need to complete 
a further nine papers, all of which should be 
at 200- or 300-level, and should include the 
200-level core paper in the BA component. In 
your fourth year, you will complete the final 120 
credits for the conjoint degree. 

DEGREE STRUCTURE
 > You will need to pass at least 510 credits, 

made up of at least 255 credits from the BA 
schedule (the BA component) AND at least 
255 credits from the BBS OR BSc schedules 
(the BBS or BSc component).

 > For the BA component of either programme, 
you will need to complete the five core papers 
and the majoring requirements for at least one 
subject (Business Psychology is not available 
as a major in the conjoint programme) and 30 
credits in a second subject at 200-level. 

 > For the BBS component of the BA/BBS, you 
will need to complete the eight core papers 
and the majoring requirements of at least one 
subject. You must include no more than 135 
credits at 100-level and at least 60 credits at 
300-level in your BBS component.

 > For the BSc component of the BA/BSc, 
you will need to complete the majoring 
requirements of at least one subject, and 30 
credits in a second subject at 200 level.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Employment opportunities are going from 
strength to strength for students who have 
developed capacities in enquiry, analysis and 
communication, as well as an understanding of 
human behaviour, society and the environment. 
By combining a BA with a BBS or BSc, you’ll 
enhance your competitive edge in the job 
market. You’ll have a deep understanding of 
people and the wider national and international 
communities in which they live, coupled with 
the knowledge and astuteness necessary 
for business success, or the analytical and 
conceptual skills valued in the scientific world.

MAJORING SUBJECTS
BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Chinese, classical studies, defence studies, 
economics, education, educational psychology, 
English, environmental studies, geography, 
history, Japanese, linguistics, Māori studies, 
mathematics, media studies, philosophy, politics, 
psychology, security studies, social anthropology, 
social policy, sociology, Spanish, statistics.
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS STUDIES 
Accountancy, business information systems, 
communication, economics, entrepreneurship 
and small business, finance, human resource 
management, international business, 
management, marketing, valuation and property 
management.
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Agricultural science, animal science, 
biochemistry, biological sciences, biostatistics, 
chemistry, computer science, earth science, 
ecology, environmental science, exercise 
and sport science, genetics, geography, 
human nutrition, logistics and supply chain 
management, marine ecology, mathematics, 
microbiology, nanoscience, physics, physiology, 
plant science, psychology, statistics, zoology.

DURATION 
4 YEARS OF FULL-TIME STUDY 

OR EQUIVALENT PART-TIME 

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, VIA 

DISTANCE LEARNING

CONJOINT 
DEGREES 
BA/BBS
BA/BSc

33

STUDY A 
DEGREE



PLAN A BETTER FUTURE
If you are interested in an exciting career that 
is focused on improving the quality of life in 
our neighbourhoods, communities, and society, 
then Resource and Environmental Planning 
is a subject that allows you to contribute to 
designing better communities and ensuring 
sustainable use of resources.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
Resource and environmental planning is a 
creative interdisciplinary process that deals 
with both the natural and human dimensions 
of the world around us. It is concerned with 
the diversity, productivity, and vitality of our 
economy, communities, and natural systems.
Planners design for the future by seeking 
to improve human prospects in the face of 
rapid economic, environmental, political and 
technological changes. They help to make 
sense of the changing world and design 
solutions that are innovative, feasible, just 
democratic and sustainable. Planners reconcile 
conflicting interests by finding common ground 
to help people create innovative options, then 
implement agreed upon solutions. 
Resource and environmental planners design 
cities and urban areas that are innovative and 
exciting, with character and aesthetic appeal. 
They also design efficient and accessible 
transport systems, create neighbourhoods that 
are safe and affordable, design productive rural 
areas with vibrant communities, and help create 
natural areas that conserve indigenous flora and 
fauna, providing opportunities for recreation, 
contemplations, and solitude.

WHY MASSEY? 
BUILD SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NATION
With a strong focus on sustainable and resilient 
communities, Massey’s BRP is a unique planning 
degree that combines both urban and natural 
resource planning alongside related subjects 
from science, business and social science 
disciplines. It combines a generalist planning 
education with a minor in a planning-related 
discipline. Staff assist students in choosing a 
second specialisation that meets their particular 
interests and will be useful beyond university. 
The BRP also enables students to develop critical 
thinking skills, the ability to conduct independent 
research, and the skills to work with others in 
an integrated manner on challenging projects. 
Students develop interpersonal, communication, 
ethical, and conflict resolution skills essential 
for working in teams and interacting with 
people from diverse cultures, communities, and 
backgrounds. 
This structure develops graduates who are 
prepared for a variety of careers shaping the 
places we live, work and play in. 

AN ESTABLISHED ENVIRONMENT OF 
EXCELLENCE
For 35 years, the BRP has been led by our faculty 
of passionate staff, and includes a vibrant 
social scene connecting current students with 
graduates. It is also renowned for providing an 
excellent, practically-based planning education 
and has consistently maintained accreditation 
with the New Zealand Planning Institute for the 
full 35 years. 

BE CONNECTED WITH INDUSTRY 
Through our professional practice papers and 
active engagement with local and central 
government and private sector employers, our 
students gain experience that is in demand 

locally and globally across public and private 
sectors. 
Students:

 > Apply their skills to real world projects
 > Create links and network with industry 

practitioners
 > Engage in field and studio work, workshops, 

role-plays, case studies, and close interaction 
with lecturers and leading practitioners

 > Are approached for graduate positions 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
BRP graduates find jobs quickly, and on 
average earn around $50,000 in their first 
year of employment. While rooted in the New 
Zealand context, the BRP draws on international 
experience and planning approaches. Graduates 
can therefore apply their training locally or 
overseas in a variety of professional and applied 
environments such as those listed below:

 > Private consulting firms 
 > Regional councils 
 > Environmental and other non-governmental 

organisations 
 > City/district councils 
 > Central government (eg Ministry for the 

Environment, Department of Conservation, 
New Zealand Transport Agency, Environmental 
Protection Authority)

WHERE DO I START?
132.101 Introduction to Professional Planning 
132.106 Introduction to Geographic 
 Information Systems
132.111 Planning and the Environment
132.112 Planning for Sustainable Development

DURATION 
4 YEARS OF FULL-TIME STUDY 

AVAILABLE 
MANAWATŪ

BACHELOR OF 
RESOURCE AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
PLANNING
BRP
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PATHWAY TO POSTGRADUATE STUDY
ENROL IN... 

Bachelor of Resource and Environmental Planning [4 years]

ä ä ä

Postgraduate Certificate in 
Planning [1 semester] ä ä

ä ç ä

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Planning [1 year] â

Master of Resource and 
Environmental Planning 
[2 years]

TYPICAL PATTERN FOR A BRP DEGREE

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
30 credits Planning

30 creditsPlanning
15 credits

Policy
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning/Elective
15 credits

Waitangi
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning/Elective
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Planning
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Minor
15 credits

Elective
15 credits

120 credits 120 credits 120 credits 120 credits

Core Minor Elective
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GAIN A LIFELONG EDUCATION
Study Arts and remain relevant in our world of constant change.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
The programme consists of eight papers (120 credits) from the 
Bachelor of Arts schedule and is often used as a springboard to 
completing the full Bachelor of Arts degree. 
You can complete the Diploma in Arts with or without an 
endorsement in a subject area. Completing the Diploma without 
endorsement allows you to sample different subjects and assemble 
a qualification that reflects your own particular interests. 
Endorsements are available in most majoring subjects from the 
Bachelor of Arts degree.
The Arts are the study of humanity: our history, beliefs, society, 
language, and culture. They ask questions about how we think, how 
we communicate, and how we interact with our environment. They 
teach us to analyse the meaning behind what we are, what we do, 
and how we came to be that way.

WHY MASSEY?
YOU CHOOSE WHAT YOU STUDY
With Massey you can study what you enjoy and explore subject 
areas that spark your interest. You can choose from 25 subjects and 
major in the one for which you have discovered a real passion. 

DO IT YOUR WAY
The CertArts and DipArts are extremely flexible and you can include 
papers from many disciplines, including some from outside the 
humanities. Massey offers passionate and friendly lecturers, a 
world-class distance-learning programme and access to multi-
media learning materials. 
Massey will prepare you to be a free and original thinker who will 
lead New Zealand into the future and help solve some of our big 
problems.

TAKE THE FIRST STEP INTO NEW WORLDS
The world is full of challenging and wonderful places and studying 
the Arts is your passport to discover these.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
The Certificate in Arts is designed for students who wish to 
participate in university study without having to commit to 
completing a large set of papers. It is also available for those who 
wish to take a few interest papers at university level. 
The Certificate can be used as a stepping stone to the Diploma in 
Arts, and from there to a Bachelor of Arts degree.
The Arts are the study of humanity: our history, beliefs, society, 
language, and culture. They ask questions about how we think, how 
we communicate, and how we interact with our environment. They 
teach us to analyse the meaning behind what we are, what we do, 
and how we came to be that way.

WHY MASSEY?
YOU CHOOSE WHAT YOU STUDY
With Massey you can study what you enjoy and explore subject 
areas that spark your interest. 

DO IT YOUR WAY
The CertArts and DipArts are extremely flexible and you can include 
papers from many disciplines, including some from outside the 
humanities. Massey offers passionate and friendly lecturers, a 
world-class distance-learning programme and access to multi-
media learning materials. 
Massey will prepare you to be a free and original thinker who will 
lead New Zealand into the future and help solve some of our big 
problems.

DURATION 
1 YEAR OF FULL-TIME STUDY 

OR MAY BE COMPLETED 
PART-TIME 

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, 
WELLINGTON AND VIA 

DISTANCE LEARNING

DIPLOMA 
IN ARTS 
DipArts

DURATION 
1 SEMESTER FULL-TIME 

STUDY OR MAY BE COMPLETED 
PART-TIME

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ, 
WELLINGTON AND VIA 

DISTANCE LEARNING

CERTIFICATE
IN ARTS 
CertArts
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MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR 
LOCAL COMMUNITY
As Pacific population groups continue to grow in New Zealand, 
there is a need for community workers to have a greater awareness 
of working with Pacific communities.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
This programme provides some understanding of working 
effectively with Pacific peoples and communities, and an 
appreciation of Pacific nations within the developing world.
The certificate is an introductory course of study designed to 
introduce you to Pacific cultures, values and traditions. You will 
also gain an understanding of some of the current issues faced by 
developing countries and by Pacific communities in the Pacific as 
well as in New Zealand.

WHY MASSEY? 
CATERS TO ALL LEVELS AND A STEPPING STONE 
TO HIGHER EDUCATION
Whether you’re a community service worker looking to improve 
your cultural awareness, or a Pasifika student looking to ease into 
tertiary study, our entry-level Certificate in Pacific Development is 
an ideal choice. 

RELEVANT TO THE CULTURALLY DIVERSE NATURE 
OF NEW ZEALAND
This course is designed for both Pasifika and non-Pasifika people 
providing academic grounding in Pacific worldviews, and exploring 
the issues often faced by Pasifika communities. Your understanding 
of self and others will be a significant asset for thriving in a multi-
cultural world.

STAIRCASING TO A DEGREE
The Certificate may be awarded when you’ve completed the 
required papers or a transcript may be requested from the 
University as evidence that the qualification has been completed 
and you wish to continue work towards the Bachelor of Arts, 
Bachelor of Health Science or Bachelor of Social Work.

CERTIFICATE STRUCTURE
You begin your programme with the compulsory paper:
230.102 Pacific Peoples in New Zealand
An introduction to the distinctive cultures and history of Pacific 
Peoples in New Zealand. Students will develop an understanding 
of core values, traditions, cultural protocols, social processes 
and world views that are characteristic of Pacific cultures in the 
New Zealand context.

You also select three papers from the following list:
131.121 Rich World, Poor World 
This paper introduces students to the field of development 
studies and to some of the most pressing issues for people living 
in ‘developing’ countries. It steers a course between theory and 
practice and uses case studies from many parts of the world. Key 
themes are debt, refugees and famine. 
146.102 Endangered Cultures
The impact of modern civilisation on indigenous peoples. 
Through a set of ethnographic case studies, exploration of Fourth 
World peoples’ experiences of conquest, colonisation, culture 
change, assimilation, social disintegration, ethnocide, ecocide, 
modernisation and economic development, and the indigenous 
movements they have developed in their struggles to survive and 
preserve their cultures. 
172.132 Language and Culture 
An introductory study of the relationships between language and 
culture. 
179.110 Introducing Social and Community Work Practice
An introduction to personal and social services with particular 
emphasis on social and community work practice.
179.230 Wellbeing of Pacific Peoples in New Zealand
An examination of social policy and social service delivery 
issues from the perspective of Pacific cultures, communities 
in New Zealand. The paper will explore Pacific approaches to 
immigration, health, housing, justice, employment, education and 
social welfare needs.
230.100 Introduction to Academic Writing
This paper is designed to help students in any discipline, and 
especially those studying within the humanities and social 
sciences, to write effectively at undergraduate level. While 
academic writing is the paper’s main focus, students will practice a 
variety of writing tasks, including researched writing. Further, they 
will learn skills which can be used in many other contexts, both 
creative and practical. Students will practise revising their own and 
reviewing others’ writing.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
This course is designed for those wanting a career that helps 
individuals and communities or for those already in the field who 
want to build a better understanding of the Pacific peoples and 
communities with which they work.

DURATION 
1 YEAR OF PART-TIME STUDY 

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ 

(MIXED-MODE), AND 
VIA DISTANCE LEARNING

CERTIFICATE 
IN PACIFIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
CertPacDev
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PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
AND LIFELONG LEARNING
At Massey University we’re transforming 
education through our innovative approach 
to teaching, learning, and research. We’re 
leading the charge for change in social, cultural, 
economic, and political spheres, at the national 
and international level.
Massey University enjoys an international 
reputation for teaching and research in 
education. A qualification with us opens up a 
wide variety of exciting career paths for students 
both in New Zealand and overseas.
Teaching or education provide you with a career 
working closely alongside other like-minded 
individuals and groups, extending your skills, 
talents and knowledge, shaping minds, changing 
lives, and developing futures.
Your qualification will enable you to become 
informed through research and practice. You’ll 
extend your knowledge about the processes and 
skills of learning and teaching, and of human 
growth and development. You’ll learn more 
about:
 > Social, organisational, and cultural contexts 

of education
 > History and ideas behind policy and curriculum 

development
 > Professional development of teachers and 

educators.

EDUCATION PROGRAMMES
Massey offers academic and professional 
programmes ranging from a single paper through 
to certificates, diplomas, postgraduate diplomas, 
and degrees to doctoral level. Many programmes 
allow further study at any level depending upon 
student interest and circumstance.
Our programmes offer a diversity of professional 
and applied programmes in areas such as:
 > Education support workers
 > Early childhood education services

 > Special and inclusive education
 > Literacy education
 > Adult and tertiary teaching
 > Educational psychology
 > Education administration and leadership
 > Counselling and guidance
 > Teaching
 > Te Reo Māori in secondary schools
 > Māori medium teaching
 > Information and communication technology
 > Teaching English as an additional language.

LEADING THE CHARGE FOR CHANGE
All programmes are designed to meet 
current and future educational and teaching 
requirements, drawing upon best practice, 
research findings, professional expertise, and 
the latest information regarding community and 
professional needs.
Our programmes feature innovation and 
excellence in teaching, influenced by high 
standards of scholarship in traditional, strategic, 
applied and action research.
Our staff work with the community in research, 
support and consultancy to ensure our teaching 
programmes are informed continuously by 
research and best professional practices.

ENTRY TO TEACHING 
PROGRAMMES
There are three aspects to enrolment for 
teaching students:

 > Admission to the University
 > Selection into the programme
 > Enrolment for the papers.

ADMISSION TO THE UNIVERSITY
Before enrolment in teaching programmes can 
be confirmed, applicants must meet the standard 
criteria for entry to university. Please refer to 
specific entry requirements for each programme.

THE SELECTION PROCESS
To begin a course of study in teaching, you will 
need to apply by completing an application form. 
Applications close in the first week of December. 
Once your application has been received, the 
first part of the selection process involves 
assessment by academic staff. If the staff feel 
you potentially meet the ‘fit character’ and ‘fit 
to be a teacher’ criteria, you will be invited to an 
interview. This is the second part of the selection 
process.
The interview focuses on the following criteria:

 > Fitness for teaching
 > Communication skills
 > Achievement and potential for professional 

full-time study
 > Awareness of teaching and learning
 > Interests and life experiences.

If the interview panel is satisfied you are a 
suitable candidate for a teacher education 
programme you may be offered a place, 
depending on availability. 

THE ENROLMENT PROCESS
Once you have accepted your offer of place for 
a teaching or Bachelor of Speech and Language 
Therapy programme you’ll be enrolled into your 
papers and programme as outlined in the Letter 
of Offer. 

UNDERGRADUATE PATHWAYS 
TO TEACHING
If you're interested in becoming a teacher, check 
out the chart on page 41. 
For more information on our undergraduate 
teaching programmes in the Bachelor of Arts 
go to:
Major in Education page 12.
Major in Educational Psychology page 13. 
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ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
DISCLOSURE OF CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS
You are required to disclose any convictions and you are required, in your 
application, to permit Massey University to ask the New Zealand Police to 
disclose any information held on the police record system.
If you have lived in any other country other than New Zealand for a period 
of 12 months or more in the last 10 years you will be required to supply a 
police certificate from that country.

OVERSEAS QUALIFICATIONS
For teaching programmes requiring a bachelor’s degree as a prerequisite, 
applicants with qualifications obtained overseas must have these assessed 
by the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) to determine 
comparability with New Zealand qualifications. The NZQA Assessment 
must be provided with the completed selected entry application. 
Assessments dated prior to 2008 will normally not be accepted and 
applicants will be assessed on an individual basis and may be advised to 
re-apply to NZQA. NZQA accreditation can take up to 35 working days. For 
more information on applying to NZQA please refer to: www.nzqa.govt.nz

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS
If your first language is not English, and you do not hold a degree (Level 
7 or higher) from either a New Zealand or Australian tertiary education 
organisation you will need to attach a verified copy of your results in the 
form of an Academic IELTS test. The IELTS test must have a score of at 
least 7.0 or higher in all bands of the test. If you’re a teacher who has 
registered with the New Zealand Teachers Council and hold a current 

Practising Certificate, you are exempt from meeting this English Language 
IELTS requirement.
If you have studied in New Zealand for a minimum of two years at 
secondary school, and have eight, Level 2 NCEA university entrance 
literacy credits (four credits in reading and four credits in writing), you are 
exempt from the requirement to meet an IELTS assessment.

TEACHING PRACTICA
All our teaching programmes require practica to be completed in a school 
or early childhood setting. Or, if you’re doing your practica towards the Te 
Aho Tātairangi: Bachelor of Teaching Māori Medium/Diploma in Māori 
Education qualification, then in a kura kaupapa, Māori language immersion 
or bilingual classroom. Institute of Education Practicum Administrators 
will arrange the placements. Students experience a range of placements 
spread throughout their programme.
Note: Travel for practica is the responsibility of the student. You may need 
to travel an hour or more to placements.
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 PROFESSOR CLAIRE McLACHLAN Institute of Education,
Massey University.
Claire is having an impact on Kiwi kids’ day-to-day pre-school care 
through her work in literacy and learning.
She’s passionate about children and her primary focus is to achieve 
better literacy outcomes for all young children. She has published many 
books and articles on the subject. 
“My hope is that through working with teachers to develop stronger 
understandings of how literacy develops, children will receive more 
effective teaching of the language and literacy knowledge and skills. So 
children in low decile areas will go to school with the same skill set as 
children who come from more privileged backgrounds.”

No two days are ever the same for Claire, who says children enchant her.
“I get a great deal of pleasure from seeing children develop greater 
understandings of literacy because their teachers have increased 
opportunities and experiences for them as a result of our research. 
Development is incredibly rapid in children under the age of five and 
so it’s often possible to see change within a day or a week. The neural 
pathways in the brain are laid down in this period and so the experiences 
that children have are of primary importance because they will shape 
thinking and behaviour for the rest of the child’s life. I can honestly say 
that I am never bored and I am always interested to see what the day will 
hold.”
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GOT 
YOUR DEGREE 
OR ABOUT TO 

COMPLETE ONE? 
START HERE!

Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early Childhood Education)
Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Primary)
Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Secondary)

This one-year course can be completed in Early Childhood, Primary and 
Secondary teaching. Includes 15 weeks of placement in schools. This 
qualifi es you for provisional teacher registration. Graduates have an excellent 
record of gaining full registration.

YOUR 
PATHWAY TO 
BECOMING 
A TEACHER

Master of Teaching and Learning
This one-year postgraduate course will prepare 
you for Primary or Secondary teaching. It is an 
innovative programme taught collaboratively with 
partner schools to provide high quality learning 
and mentoring environments in both school and 
university settings. You will complete placement 
three days per week throughout the school year 
and six weeks full time.

MASSEY.AC.NZ/EDUCATION

WHAT 
AGE 

GROUP DO 
YOU WANT TO 

TEACH?

EARLY CHILDHOOD

PRIMARY

SECONDARY

YOU 
HAVE 
TWO 

OPTIONS

ALBANY & MANAWATU ONLY

MANAWATU ONLY

MANAWATU & DISTANCE ONLY

WHY MASSEY?
Massey University Institute of Education is ranked in the top 100 among universities worldwide. We have a national reputation for innovation in our 
initial teacher education programmes. We have strong connections with partner schools to ensure industry relevant learning and hands-on experience.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Selection entry forms are available from www.massey.ac.nz/teachingentry
If you have a bachelor’s degree or higher, are passionate about teaching and learning and want to make a difference, we would love to hear from you.  
• For Early Childhood or Primary teaching, a degree comprising education-related papers and subject specialisms (literacy, numeracy, science, art etc) 

is a good foundation. A recommended degree is a Bachelor of Arts (Education). 
• For Secondary teaching you will need a degree with a major in your intended teaching subject and a minor in a second subject. 
TEACHER REGISTRATION
Successful completion of our initial teacher education programmes will qualify you to register as a provisionally registered teacher with the Education 
Council of Aotearoa New Zealand.

(Available via distance with contact 
course in Albany or Manawatu)

0800 MASSEY



DURATION 
 4 YEARS FULL-TIME 

STUDY

 AVAILABLE 
DISTANCE LEARNING 

TE AHO TĀTAIRANGI:
BACHELOR OF TEACHING 
MĀORI MEDIUM/DIPLOMA 
IN MĀORI EDUCATION 
BT� gMāoriMed/DipMāoriEd

Ko te manu e kai i te mironōnā te waotapu 
nui tānemahuta. Ko te manu e kai ana i te 
mātauranganōnāte ao.
“The bird that feasts off the miro belongs to 
the great forest of Tane. The bird that draws 
sustenance from knowledge will inherit the 
world.”
The goal of this programme is to provide a 
professional Māori medium initial teacher 
education course of study to meet the needs of 
kura kaupapa Māori.

SELECTION, ENTRY AND 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
As part of the selection process for this 
programme you will be assessed by academic 
staff and members of Te Runanganui o ngā 
Kura Kaupapa Māori. If you have the relevant 
qualifications and experience, you will be 
invited to an interview. Interviews for the Te 
Aho Tātairangi programme are conducted in 
Māori. Potential students for this programme 
must be fluent in Te Reo Māori, such that they 
can sustain learning in a total immersion Māori 
environment. Depending on your qualifications, 
you’ll be asked to undertake Māori language and 
mathematics tests.
If you are aged 20 and over you must have 
evidence or be able to demonstrate prior success 
at tertiary (Level 5 or above) study.
If you are under 20, you must have the following:
 > At least 14 credits at Level 3 or higher in each 

of two subjects from the approved list, plus a 
further 14 credits at Level 3 or higher from no 
more than two additional approved subjects 
or domains on the National Qualifications 
Framework (NQF);

 >  At least 14 credits at Level 1 or higher in 
Mathematics on the NQF;

 >  At least 4 credits in Reading and 4 credits 
in Writing in level 2 or higher in English or 
Te Reo Maori on the NQF. These literacy 
credits must be from a schedule of approved 
achievement and unit standards.

 >  Te Reo Rangatira NCEA Level 3.

PROGRAMME DELIVERY
The Te Aho Tātairangi: BTchgMāoriMed/
DipMāoriEd programme focuses on four 
knowledge areas of study:

 > Te Ira Tangata – contextual studies
 > Te Ao Tangata – professional studies for 

teaching
 > Te Mana o Te Reo – content knowledge such 

as in the areas of language, numeracy and 
literacy

 > Te Ao Ako – integrated subject studies.
In Years 1, 2 and 3, you will be taught core 
subjects for initial teacher education through 
Te Reo Māori. In Year 4 the emphasis will be on 
advanced study in Māori language, language 
acquisition studies and sustained professional 
classroom practice.
All papers will be delivered through distance 
learning. There will be opportunities for students 
to experiment with a variety of teaching modes, 
including the use of computers in the curriculum.
Teaching practice is a compulsory component 
of the degree/diploma, and you will be placed 
in kura kaupapa, Māori language immersion 
classrooms for this component. 

PROGRAMME INFORMATION
As a graduate of Te Aho Tātairangi: 
BTchgMāoriMed/DipMāoriEd you'll graduate as 
a prospective teacher who:

 > Can analyse, create and reflect on the world 
around them

 > Are leaders and champions for Māori 
culture and education, in particular through 
knowledge of kawa and tikanga Māori and 
their application to school settings

 > Are committed to the philosophy of Te Aho 
Matua and/or Marau-ā-Iwi in the learning and 
development of others

 > Are fluent in Te Reo Māori both through the 
spoken and written word

 > Effectively engage with whānau, hapū, and 
iwi

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
As a graduate of this programme you will have 
the sound theoretical grounding and practical 
knowledge to meet the requirements of kura 
kaupapa Māori. Graduates will be highly 
competent, knowledgeable and skilled as 
effective, reflective and creative teachers for 
Māori immersion settings.
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TYPICAL PATTERN FOR A BT� gMāoriMed/
DipMāoriEd DEGREE

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Te Aro ā-Kapa
30 credits

Core paper
30 credits

Core paper
30 credits

Core paper
30 credits

Te Reo Konakinaki
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits Core paper

30 creditsTe Kawa o Te Kura I 
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Te Hā
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Tikanga Pāngarau I
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Te Pū
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Te Irarua I
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Programme
15 credits

120 credits 120 credits 120 credits

Compulsory Elective

PATHWAY TO POSTGRADUATE STUDY
ENROL IN...

ä

Te Aho Tātairangi: Bachelor 
of Teaching Māori Medium/
Diploma in Māori Education 
[4 Years]

â

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education 
[1 year]

è ä

Master of Education 
[1.5 years]
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DURATION 
1 YEAR OF FULL-TIME STUDY

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ 

GRADUATE DIPLOMA 
OF TEACHING (EARLY 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION) 
GradDipT� g(ECE)

HELP ADDRESS NATIONAL NEEDS IN THE 
EARLY CHILDHOOD SECTOR

WHAT’S IT LIKE? 
This is a highly rewarding, full-time intensive programme. The Graduate 
Diploma of Teaching (Early Childhood Education) (GDipTchg(ECE)) offers a 
pathway for primary-trained teachers or undergraduate degree holders to 
develop knowledge, skills and practices within early childhood education 
settings.

WHY MASSEY? 
ENJOY LOADS OF SUPPORT
You will be studying at a distance, and will use your independent study 
skills to pace your study and achieve success. Along your journey you will 
have regular online contact and support from lecturers and fellow students 
around the country.

GET PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Each paper involves study, reading, assignment work and teaching 
experience. You can expect to complete 14 weeks of practicum in a variety 
of early childhood services.

SELECTION, ENTRY AND ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS
For detailed information about general entry requirements please refer to 
the section on page 38.
As well as meeting these entrance requirements you will also need to hold 
either:
1. A New Zealand primary teacher education degree, or three-year 

diploma, or equivalent (which meets the requirements of the New 
Zealand Teachers Council for registration as a teacher); or

2. An overseas primary teacher education degree (assessed by NZQA) and 
to be at least provisionally registered with the New Zealand Teachers 
Council; or,
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3. A New Zealand bachelor’s degree consisting of at least 360 credits at 
Level 7, or an equivalent overseas degree and have completed approved 
papers in education to the value of at least 30 credits*

*Note: These approved papers in education should be human development 
or child development, and education in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
If you have not completed papers in education within your undergraduate 
degree we would recommend you consider completing 275.102 Human 
Development and 254.101 An Introduction to Social and Cultural Studies 
in Education. These can be studied under a Certificate of Proficiency 
(HumSocSci) prior to applying for selected entry into the Graduate Diploma 
of Teaching (Early Childhood Education) programme. It’s important to note 
these papers will not count towards the Graduate Diploma of Teaching 
(Early Childhood Education).
Once you have accepted a place of offer you will be enrolled into the 
programme and papers automatically. Your enrolment will be confirmed 
once you have been granted entrance to Massey and admission to the 
programme.

PAPERS
During the graduate diploma you will study:
265.470 Learning and Teaching in Early Childhood Settings
265.471 Learning and Development in Early Childhood Contexts
265.472 Advanced Studies of Infants and Toddlers
265.473 Integrated Curriculum: Numeracy and Literacy
265.474 Studies in Early Childhood Assessment and Curriculum
265.485 Professional Inquiry and Practice (ECE)
265.474 The Arts in Early Childhood
270.322 Perspectives in Early Years Education

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
ACHIEVE YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
CAREER DREAMS
The GDipTchg(ECE) is a one-year professional pre-service qualification that 
enables primary-qualified teachers or undergraduate degree holders to 
become knowledgeable, skilled and reflective teachers in early childhood 
education.

BECOME A REGISTERED TEACHER
On completion of the GDipTchg(ECE), graduates are eligible to apply for 
registration with the New Zealand Teachers Council as provisionally 
registered teachers. As a provisionally registered teacher, you will be 
qualified to teach in New Zealand kindergarten and early childhood 
education settings.

JOIN OUR SUCCESSFUL GRADUATES
Our graduates have a high success rate in winning jobs as teachers at the 
conclusion of their initial teacher education programme - why don’t you 
join them?

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
This is a 1-year (begins early February, ends mid-November) intensive 
graduate diploma programme with an emphasis on the professional and 
personal aspects of the role of an early childhood teacher in New Zealand. 
This programme has a strong teaching practice component grounded in 
knowledge and a hands-on understanding of effective early childhood 
teaching.
There are two practica each semester (papers 265.470 and 265.485) 
completed in two blocks (seven weeks total) with a total of 14 weeks for 
the year. These provide experience in kindergarten and early childhood 
centres. Travel for practica is the responsibility of the student teacher. 

45

STUDY A 
DEGREE



DURATION 
1 YEAR OF FULL-TIME STUDY

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ 

GRADUATE DIPLOMA OF 
TEACHING (PRIMARY) 
GradDipT� g(Primary)

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIVES
If you’re passionate about teaching and learning 
and keen to mould the children of today into the 
leaders of tomorrow, study the GradDip Tchg 
(Primary) and become a primary school teacher.

WHAT’S IT LIKE? 
Primary teaching is a creative, challenging, 
and learning-focussed career. As an educator 
or teaching graduate you’ll bring a special 
perspective to teaching children with your 
knowledge, skills and passion for learning.
The Graduate Diploma of Teaching (Primary) 
is a 12-month intensive course that aims to 
develop professional understandings, practical 
skills required to guide children’s learning in 
New Zealand primary school classrooms. This 
course is designed to build on the breadth of 
knowledge and life skills you bring with you and 
to further enhance your dispositions for learning 
and teaching.

WHY MASSEY? 
RENOWNED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND ABROAD 
This internationally portable qualification 
is ranked in the top 100 among universities 
worldwide, has a 90% rate of teacher 
registration, and a national reputation for 
innovative teaching from our breadth of leading 
specialist lecturers. Its reputation means you 
will be in demand for teaching positions both 
here and overseas upon graduating. 
GAIN SKILLS RELEVANT TO 
THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION
Our combined offering of extensive placement in 
partner schools, and large faculty of practitioner 
based teaching staff means you will gain 
significant real-world teaching and learning 
experiences and graduate with the skills and 

knowledge to create your own innovative 
teaching environments. 
SOLVE THE BIG ISSUES IN EDUCATION 
As classrooms becoming increasingly diverse 
and advanced, education faces a range of new 
and unexpected challenges. At Massey we 
are committed to addressing these challenges 
and shaping our future nation. Through our 
Professional Inquiry papers we develop teachers 
who are the problem solvers, and game-
changers of 21st century education.

SELECTION, ENTRY AND 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
For detailed information about general entry 
requirements please refer to the section on page 
38.
In addition to meeting these requirements, you 
must also meet the minimum entry level of one 
of the following qualifications:
1. Bachelor’s degree at Level 7 on the New 

Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF) 
consisting of at least 360 credits

2. Bachelor’s degree with honours at Level 8 on 
the NZQF consisting of at least 480 credits

3. Master’s degree at Level 9 on the NZQF 
consisting of 240 credits.

Once you have accepted a place of offer you 
will be enrolled into the programme and papers 
automatically. Your enrolment will be confirmed 
once you have been granted entrance to Massey 
and admission to the programme.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
The GradDip Teaching (Primary) is an intensive 
1-year programme (begins mid-January, ends 
late November) emphasising the professional 
and personal aspects of the role of a primary 
teacher in New Zealand school settings. There is 
a strong classroom-based component grounded 
in knowledge and understanding of teaching.

PAPERS
278.420 Teaching Experience I
278.421 Teaching Experience II
278.422 Teaching in Context I
278.423 Teaching in Context II
278.424 Mathematics Teaching in the 
 Primary School
278.425 Effective Pedagogy in Mathematics
278.426 Literacy Development and Pedagogy
278.427 Literacy Assessment and Instruction
278.428 Education in Science, Social Science
 and Technology
278.429 Education in the Arts, Hauora and 
 Learning Languages
278.461 Classroom Inquiry
The two professional practice papers (278.420 
and 278.421) include a total of 15 weeks of 
practica, which students will complete in three 
block placements across the year. Travel to 
practica is the responsibility of the student 
teacher.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Graduates of the Graduate Diploma of Teaching 
(Primary) will be eligible to apply for provisional 
teacher registration with the New Zealand 
Teachers Council. As a provisionally registered 
teacher, you will be qualified to teach in New 
Zealand primary and intermediate schools.
Massey University Institute of Education prides 
itself on the success rate of its graduates in 
winning jobs as teachers at the conclusion of 
their initial teacher education programme.
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DURATION 
1 YEAR OF FULL-TIME STUDY

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY, MANAWATŪ AND 

VIA DISTANCE LEARNING 

GRADUATE DIPLOMA OF 
TEACHING (SECONDARY) 
GradDipT� g(Secondary)

AS CLASSROOMS BECOMING 
INCREASINGLY DIVERSE AND 
ADVANCED, EDUCATION 
FACES A RANGE OF NEW AND 
UNEXPECTED CHALLENGES.
As a graduate of the GradDipTchg (Secondary) 
you’ll be prepared to lead the way in addressing 
these challenges and shaping our future nation.

WHAT’S IT LIKE? 
Secondary teaching is a challenging and 
satisfying career choice for those who enjoy 
being involved with young people in activities 
which extend their skills and talents. New 
Zealand needs highly qualified secondary 
school teachers to support its youth. Graduates 
like you bring the required skills, knowledge 
and attitudes to the nation’s secondary school 
students. This Diploma is available by distance 
to students whose geographic location or other 
constraints make this option necessary.

WHY MASSEY? 
RENOWNED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND ABROAD 
This internationally portable qualification 
is ranked in the top 100 among universities 
worldwide, has a 90% rate of teacher 
registration, and a national reputation for 
innovative teaching from our breadth of leading 
specialist lecturers. Its reputation means you 
will be in demand for teaching positions both 
here and overseas upon graduating. 

GAIN SKILLS RELEVANT TO THE 
FUTURE OF EDUCATION
Our combined offering of extensive placement in 
partner schools, and large faculty of practitioner 
based teaching staff means you will gain 
significant real-world teaching and learning 
experiences and graduate with the skills and 

knowledge to create your own innovative 
teaching environments. 
Through our Professional Inquiry papers you will 
also develop creative and innovative solutions to 
contemporary education problems.

SELECTION, ENTRY AND 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
For detailed information about general entry 
requirements please refer to the section on page 
38.
In addition to meeting these entrance 
requirements you’ll need to hold a relevant 
bachelor’s degree at Level 7 consisting of at 
least 360 credits (or equivalent) with two subject 
areas suitable for teaching in New Zealand 
secondary schools.
Once you have accepted a place of offer you 
will be enrolled into the programme and papers 
automatically. Your enrolment will be confirmed 
once you have been granted entrance to Massey 
and admission to the programme.

PROGRAMME DELIVERY
The GradDip Teaching (Secondary) is an intensive 
1-year programme that runs from late January 
to mid-November. Blended learning is a hallmark 
of this qualification. You are actively encouraged 
to be learners in an electronic environment, as 
well as a face-to-face environment. Class work 
is grounded in demonstration and application of 
teaching performance. There are two compulsory 
block courses on Massey’s Manawatū campus.
With this programme we have a strong emphasis 
on problem-solving approaches to learning.
The aims of this diploma programme are to:

 > Develop your academic and personal 
competence

 > Assist you to formulate a vision of teaching 
for excellence in the performance of your work

 > Provide a study of knowledge and curriculum 
requirements at secondary school level

 > Provide you with the opportunity to develop 
practical competence in the classroom.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
On completion of the Graduate Diploma of 
Teaching (Secondary), graduates are eligible 
to apply for registration with the New Zealand 
Teachers Council as provisionally registered 
teachers. As a provisionally registered teacher, 
you will be qualified to teach in secondary 
schools throughout New Zealand. 

PAPERS
Papers focus on you as a teacher and facilitator 
of learning. You will investigate and discuss a 
wide range of educational issues, and examine 
current theories about learning and teaching, 
and the way in which these are applied in school 
settings. You will need to take five compulsory 
papers and three curriculum subject studies 
papers.
Five compulsory papers: 
260.483 Secondary Teaching Experience I
260.484 Secondary Teaching Experience II
260.490 Teaching in Context I 
260.491 Teaching in Context II
260.492 Teaching and Learning in a Secondary  
 Context 
The two professional practice papers (260.283 
and 260.484) include a total of 15 weeks of 
practica, which students will complete in three 
block placements across the year. Travel to 
practica is the responsibility of the student 
teacher.

47

STUDY A 
DEGREE



Difficulties with speech, language and thought processes, or swallowing 
can be a serious impediment to communication and a person’s ability to 
effectively function in society.
Speech-language therapists assess and treat people with these types of 
problems, helping them through frustrating times to make improvements to 
their daily lives.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
The Speech and Language Therapy programme is a four-year professional 
degree, a combination of academic coursework and supervised clinical 
experience in speech and language therapy. Disorders studied include 
language disorders, phonological and articulation disorders, fluency, voice, 
motor speech, aphasia, and swallowing (dysphagia) disorders. 
The programme addresses cultural issues associated with speech-
language therapy and includes at least 200 hours of clinical practice. 
Students work alongside practising speech-language therapists to gain 
clinical hours in a wide range of settings such as schools, rehabilitation 
centres, child development services, and community settings. Practicums 
occur within the Auckland region and nationwide.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Entry to the Bachelor of Speech and Language Therapy is by Selected 
Entry.
You must meet the undergraduate admission requirements and have 
achieved a minimum of 16 credits or more at NCEA Level 3 in one of the 
following subjects: biology, chemistry, mathematics with calculus, physics, 
science or statistics and 14 credits or more at Level 3 or higher in three 
approved subjects including English; or hold a B Bursary or higher in the 
University Entrance Bursaries and Scholarships examination; or have a 
recognised alternative, such as work completed towards a tertiary degree 
or equivalent entry qualification. 
Selection will also be based on your application and an interview. The 
interview includes meeting staff, interactions with clients, completing a 
self-reflection of client interactions and a written exercise.

PLANNING YOUR DEGREE
All papers in the Bachelor of Speech and Language therapy are specialised 
and compulsory, with fieldwork practicums starting from year two of the 
degree.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Graduating with this qualification means you’ll be well equipped to 
assist in the remediation of speech and language difficulties occurring at 
any age. As a qualified speech and language therapist you can work in 
education, health and rehabilitation. Some speech and language therapists 
choose to go into private practice.

PATHWAY TO POSTGRADUATE STUDY
ENROL IN... 

ä

Bachelor of Speech and Language Therapy
[4 Years]

äè

Postgraduate Certificate in Speech and Language Therapy 
[1 semester]

äè
Postgraduate Diploma in Speech and Language Therapy 
[1 year]

â
Master of Speech and Language Therapy 
[2 years]

DURATION 
4 YEARS OF FULL-TIME STUDY 

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY

BACHELOR OF 
SPEECH AND 
LANGUAGE 
THERAPY
BSpchLangTher
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 BRIDGET OLIVER Speech Language Therapist, Waitemata District 
Health Board
I chose Massey for its reputation and because of the good things I had 
heard about the Speech and Language Therapy programmes from 
students already studying at the university. 
It is an intensive program made up of compulsory papers, all of which 
contribute to your ability to assess and treat children and adults with 
communication and/or swallowing disorders. 
All of the teachers I encountered at Massey were very professional and 
knowledgeable in their specialist areas. They had all worked, or were still 
working in a clinical capacity as well as teaching, so were able to teach 
from a real-life as well as theoretical perspective. 
I graduated in 2011, and I currently work as a speech and language 
therapist at North Shore Hospital in Auckland, where I assess and treat 
adults with communication and/or swallowing disorders.

STUDY PATTERN FOR A BSp� LangTher DEGREE

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

172.133 Introduction to 
Language Studies 15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

175.102 Psychology as a 
Natural Science 15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

254.102 Professional Ethics
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

271.150 Communication 
Disorders 15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

271.151 Anatomy, 
Physiology 15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

271.152 SLT and the Treaty 
of Waitangi 15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

271.154 Speech/Language 
Development 15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

172.234 Phonetics
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

Core paper 
15 credits

120 credits 120 credits 120 credits 120 credits
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Massey University’s Bachelor of Education degree is one of New Zealand’s 
longest-standing and most respected professional qualifications for 
teachers, tutors and educators.
The programme is relevant for practising teachers in early childhood 
settings, primary and secondary schools, polytechnics and other 
community-based educational settings.
Generous credit provisions are available for registered teachers seeking to 
upgrade their Diploma of Teaching to degree status. 
NOTE: The Bachelor of Education degree is not a pathway to teacher 
registration. Students seeking registration as a teacher should hold an 
undergraduate degree and apply for a Graduate Diploma of Teaching 
qualification or the Master of Teaching and Learning.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students shall hold a New Zealand Diploma or Higher Diploma of 
Teaching, or an approved equivalent; or have completed at least two 
full-time years of approved relevant experience in an educational context, 
or approved equivalent to gain admission into the Bachelor of Education 
degree. Student must also have entrance to university to gain admission 
into Massey University.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
The Bachelor of Education is made up of three schedules. Schedule 
A comprises the compulsory core papers directly allied to education. 
Schedule B comprises papers for your chosen major, and Schedule C 
comprises other education papers. Students can also choose 75 credits of 
elective papers from any subject area across the University.
Papers in the BEd schedules are each worth 15 credits. One year of full-
time study is equivalent to 120 credits. The Bachelor of Education may be 
completed with or without a major. The majors available are:
 > Early Years Education
 > Special and Inclusive Education
 > Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

TYPICAL PATTERN FOR A BEd DEGREE

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

254.101 An Intro to 
Social and Cultural 
Studies in Education

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

275.102 Human 
Development

Core paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Major paper
15 credits

Major paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Minor paper
15 credits

Major paper
15 credits

Core paper
15 credits

Education paper
15 credits

200-level
15 credits

Major paper
15 credits

Education paper
15 credits

200-level
15 credits

Major paper
15 credits

Education paper
15 credits

Education paper
15 credits

Major paper
15 credits

Education paper
15 credits

Education paper
15 credits

300-level
15 credits

120 credits 120 credits 120 credits

Compulsory Major Minor Education

DURATION 
3 YEARS FULL-TIME 

STUDY OR EQUIVALENT 
PART-TIME STUDY

AVAILABLE 
MANAWATŪ AND VIA 
DISTANCE LEARNING

BACHELOR OF 
EDUCATION
BEd
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CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
A Massey University Bachelor of Education degree provides both national 
and international career opportunities for graduates and is a stepping-
stone to postgraduate study.

CREDIT FOR PREVIOUS STUDY
Students who hold previous qualifications in teaching and/or education 
may have them assessed for credit to the Bachelor of Education. To apply 
for credit, complete an Application for Credit Towards a Massey University 
Qualification form. There is an application fee for processing the credit. 
Unless a formal application is made the programme of study will not be 
approved. 
Students awarded credit shall follow an approved course of study 
consisting of at least 120 credits, including the requirements of at least 
one major.
NOTE: An offer of credit for 90 or more credits towards the BEd degree 
would generally include a waiver for prerequisites for all 300-level 
education papers except where specific prerequisite papers are mentioned. 
Detailed information on paper options is available at:
study.massey.ac.nz.

PATHWAY TO POSTGRADUATE STUDY
ENROL IN... 

ä

Bachelor of Education [3 Years]

ä ä

Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education [1 year] â

Master of Education 
[1.5 years]
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DURATION 
PART-TIME OVER 2 YEARS

 AVAILABLE 
DISTANCE LEARNING, 

MANAWATŪ (SOME PAPERS)

GRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE 
IN TEACHING 
ENGLISH AS AN 
ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE
GradCertTEAL

BE IN DEMAND WITH TEAL
Are you actively involved in teaching EAL Learners? Want to gain 
further knowledge in the field of teaching English as an additional 
language?

WHAT’S IT LIKE? 
The Graduate Certificate in Teaching English as an Additional 
Language (GradCertTEAL) is a flexible qualification for students 
from a range of different background experiences. 

WHY MASSEY?
 >  You will develop the ability to share your knowledge and 

research
 >  You will develop a critical awareness of theory, research and 

pedagogy that directly benefits your teaching
 >  You will be taught by highly qualified, well-regarded lecturers 

who are supportive and provide a high level of pastoral care
 >  You will learn skills to apply to your own professional context
 >  Massey University has extensive experience offering online, 

blended and distance qualification.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must have entrance to university to gain admission into the 
Graduate Certificate TEAL.
In addition to this you must have:
 > Admission to a university degree or diploma;

OR
 > Completed at least two years of relevant practical, professional, 

or scholarly experience; 
AND
 > Access to teaching a group of learners of English as an additional 

language within a formal educational setting. For the purposes of 
this programme, a relevant practice situation may be a school or 
other approved institution, or be teaching under the New Zealand 
English Language Partners scheme (formerly ESOL Home Tutors), 
see: 
www.englishlanguage.org.nz

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
You need to pass a total of at least 60 credits, including at least 
three 15-credit papers at 300-level or higher from the following 
schedules:
(A) Two compulsory papers (30 credits):
257.370 Teaching Learners of English as Another Language
257.375 Learning English as Another Language
(B) Two elective papers (30 credits)*
At least one paper must be at 300 level:
172.233 Language Learning Processes
219.304 Cross-Cultural Communication
254.337 Teaching of Pacific Island Students in New Zealand Contexts
254.377 Teaching and Learning Languages up to Year 10
269.372 Understanding Migrant Cultures in Aotearoa New Zealand
269.373 Ethnic Relations in Education
*NOTE: One of these electives may be replaced by an approved 
language or education paper at 200 level or above.
The suggested paper order is to take the two electives first, 
followed by the two compulsory papers. Students also need to 
successfully complete 257.375 before taking 257.370. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
GradCertTEAL can lead to numerous career opportunities, 
professionally and in voluntary positions in the community as well 
as overseas. Your skills and teaching knowledge will always be in 
demand. You can use the qualification to advance your career in 
teaching English language learners.
Graduates find work or enhance their careers in many educational 
areas such as:

 > Adult education, tertiary institutions, schools and early childhood 
centres

 > Applied linguistics
 > Bilingual education
 > Teaching English as a foreign language
 > Teaching English to speakers of other languages
 > Intercultural communication roles
 > International teaching positions
 > Reading and writing student support roles
 > Teacher education
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ARE YOU A PEOPLE PERSON WHO IS 
PASSIONATE ABOUT TEACHING AND 
LEARNING AND WANT TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIVES?
Become a teacher with an advanced qualification with our new Master of 
Teaching and Learning. This one-year innovative and exemplary approach 
to teacher education will prepare your for roles in primary and secondary 
education.

WHAT’S IT LIKE?
INNOVATIVE, PRACTICAL AND CONNECTED TO THE SECTOR
The Masters of Teaching and Learning is taught collaboratively with 
partner schools to provide unique high-quality teaching, learning and 
mentoring experiences in school, university and community settings. 
Some of the many distinctive features of this programme are: individual 
and small group mentoring; an assessment centre experience to identify 
your personal strengths and customise your learning needs during the 
programme; and the rich blended learning community. This cutting-edge 
approach to teacher education is designed to equip you with the adaptive 
expertise and self-efficacy to meet the needs of all learners.

DEVELOP YOUR PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY
This programme will spark your passion for lifelong professional learning 
and encourage you to continuously evolve your professional identity 
and philosophy of teaching and learning. This approach to professional 
development means you will graduate with high-level skills and an 
increased capacity for leadership. It will also prepare you for further study 
and career pathways in line with the Government’s Investing in Educational 
Success Initiative.

SOLVE THE BIG ISSUES IN EDUCATION
As classrooms become increasingly diverse and advanced, education faces 
a range of new and unexpected challenges. At Massey we are committed 
to addressing these challenges and shaping our future nation. Through 
our inquiry papers we develop teachers who are the problem-solvers and 
game-changers of 21st century education.
Graduates of this programme will be eligible to apply for provisional 
registration with The New Zealand Teachers Council (or its replacement 
council).

WHY MASSEY?
 > We have internationally recognised experts in primary and secondary 

teacher education.
 > Our education programme is ranked in the top 100 among universities 

worldwide.
 > We have a national reputation for innovation and relational approaches 

in our teacher education programmes.
 > We have strong connections with partner schools to ensure industry-

relevant learning and hands-on experience.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
This initial teacher education qualification will prepare you for a career as 
a primary or secondary teacher.

DURATION 
ONE YEAR

AVAILABLE 
MANAWATŪ

MASTER OF 
TEACHING 
AND 
LEARNING
MTchgLn
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The Diploma for Education Support Workers 
will provide you with the potential for 
selection for other professional degree 
programmes such as the Bachelor of 
Speech and Language Therapy.

QUALIFICATION OVERVIEW
The goals of the Diploma for Education 
Support Workers are to provide students 
with the skills and knowledge for working 
with children and young people with diverse 
needs, and for working with their teachers 
and other professionals in different settings.
Our aim is to provide:

 > Additional knowledge and expertise 
for support workers in all educational 
settings

 > Additional skills for working with a 
diverse range of clients with specific 
needs

 > Ongoing learning opportunities in 
speciality areas

 > Strong links to other programmes and 
disciplines and give you educational 
opportunities that would otherwise be 
unavailable.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must have entrance to university to gain 
admission into the Diploma for Education 
Support Workers.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
You need to pass a total of 120 credits as 
follows:
(A) Three compulsory papers (45 credits)
254.102 Introduction to Professional and
 Ethical Practice in Different 
 Learning Contexts
254.162 Introduction to Literacy and 
 Numeracy
249.285 Factors that Influence the 
 Learning of Students with 
 Special Needs

(B) Five elective papers (75 credits)
264.101 How People Learn
264.102 Classroom Management
271.150 Introduction to Communication
 Disorders
275.102 Human Development
249.284 Introduction to Special Education
249.287 Early Intervention
269.232 Multicultural Education
249.382 Teaching Techniques in 
 Special Education
249.384 Consultation and Collaboration in
 Inclusive Education
258.301 Language, Literacy and Cognitive
 Development

DURATION 
1 YEAR FULL-TIME STUDY 

OR 2 YEARS PART-TIME 
STUDY 

AVAILABLE 
ALBANY BLOCK (1 PAPER) 

AND REMAINDER OF 
PAPERS VIA 

DISTANCE LEARNING

DIPLOMA FOR 
EDUCATION 
SUPPORT 
WORKERS 
DipEducSuppWkrs

54

STUDY 
OTHER 
COURSES



If you’re interested in what influences 
human development from infancy through to 
old age this qualification is for you. It will be 
of value in any human service occupation, 
especially those providing support to 
families in the community.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must have entrance to university to 
gain admission into the Diploma in Human 
Development.

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE
You need to pass a total of 120 credits as 
follows:
(A) Four compulsory papers (60 credits):
275.102 Human Development
275.203 Child Development
275.204 Adult Development
275.208 Adolescent Development
(B) Elective Papers (60 credits).
At least two papers (30 credits) from:
253.250 Counselling Principles and Practices
253.255 Cultural Issues in Counselling
275.202 Development through Relationships
275.237 Narrative in Human Development
253.353 Guidance Principles and Practice
275.304 Gender Development
275.307 Infants in Families
Up to two papers (30 credits) from:
175.101 Psychology as a Social Science
176.102 New Zealand Society
230.100 Introduction to Academic Writing
150.201 Te Kawenata o Waitangi: The Treaty of
 Waitangi in New Zealand Society
150.202 Hauora Tāngata: Māori Health 
 Foundations
176.211 Gender and Sexuality: Central Themes
176.221 Ethnicity and Identity
250.233 Gender and Health
273.206 Adult Learning

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
This diploma lets you prepare for 
professional, managerial or scientific roles 
in health and human services professions. 
It opens career opportunities in public 
and non-profit agencies, and in business 
and industry, as well as for advanced 
professional or graduate study.

DURATION 
2-3 YEARS PART-TIME 

STUDY

AVAILABLE 
DISTANCE LEARNING, 

MANAWATŪ (SOME 
PAPERS)

DIPLOMA 
IN HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
DipHD

55

STUDY 
OTHER 

COURSES



MASSEY.AC.NZ
Our website is full of useful information 
covering everything you need to know 
– from what each campus has to offer, 
their departments and programmes, 
scholarships, events, accommodation and 
plenty more.
And don’t forget to bookmark the Massey 
site – it’s constantly being updated with the 
latest information.

ENGINE.AC.NZ
If you’re unsure what you’d like to study, 
head to engine.ac.nz. There are stories of 
inspiring people who have great careers, 
and have an impact on New Zealand and 
the world. They might just give you the 
inspiration you’ve been looking for! You can 
find out how to follow in their footsteps, 
what you’d need to study and what being 
at university will actually be like. You’ll find 
out how you can join the ‘Engine of the new 
New Zealand’ and have a real impact on 
New Zealand, and the world!

CALL OUR CONTACT CENTRE
If you’d rather speak to a real person feel 
free to give our friendly contact centre staff 
a call on 0800 MASSEY.
Or, if you’d like to actually see a real person, 
drop in to our campuses in Auckland, 
Palmerston North or Wellington.

STUDENT ADVISERS
We have heaps of people available to 
answer any questions you may have about 
studying with us. We understand it's a big 
decision. To speak to someone, or to get 
someone to visit your school or workplace:
Phone: 0800 MASSEY
Text: 5222
Email: academicadvice@massey.ac.nz

Dedicated international, Māori and Pasifika 
student advisers are also available.

‘YOUR GUIDE TO’ BOOKS
We produces a range of ‘Your Guide To’ 
books grouped around particular interest 
areas. They provide details of entry 
requirements, majors, course structures 
and career outcomes covering all our 
programmes.
To obtain copies of ‘Your Guide to’ books:
Download them at publications.massey.ac.nz
Phone: 0800 MASSEY
Text: 5222
Email: contact@massey.ac.nz

EVENTS
Another great way to see for yourself what 
life and study is like at Massey is at one of 
our open days. You’ll learn about Massey’s 
programmes, career opportunities, 
accommodation options, campus facilities, 
and get to talk to lecturers and current 
students.
Manawatū Open Day: 5 August 2015
Auckland Open Day: 15 August
Wellington Open Day: 28 August

We also have stands at various career and 
tertiary education expos held all over New 
Zealand (and beyond). 
If you want to know where you’ll see us 
next, call 0800 MASSEY, text 5222, email 
contact@massey.ac.nz or visit events.massey.
ac.nz

FACEBOOK.COM/
MASSEYUNIVERSITY
We have our own Facebook page which 
you can join to keep up to date with what is 
happening at Massey before you come to 
study with us.

TWITTER
You can also follow us on Twitter 
@MasseyUni

INSTAGRAM
And follow us on Instagram
@MasseyUni

YOUTUBE
There are heaps of videos to check 
out on our channel. Go to youtube.com/
masseyuniversity

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
We welcome more than 3,800 International 
Students from 100 countries each year. 
The International Office is the first point 
of contact for prospective students. If you 
are considering studying at Massey we 
welcome your enquiry and look forward to 
helping you join us.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: +64 6 350 5701
Email: international@massey.ac.nz
Web: international.massey.ac.nz
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