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suburbs are shaped by their social, economic and cultural realities which develop through history, 

characteristics of population, layouts, and design features of buildings, streets and parks. An increasing number of cities are 
undertaking projects that revamp their old suburbs by building community centres, promoting active and safe transport, and 
pushing recreational uses of public spaces. Before embarking on large-scale projects to upgrade suburbs, cities need a pilot 
project to rethink how existing suburban facilities and network are working or should function, who they should serve, and 
how these spaces should be configured to better balance differing needs and priorities.  
 
In 2018, the Massey University Resource and Environmental Planning programme worked alongside the Masterton District 
Council (MDC), Connecting Communities Wairarapa, and Masterton Eastside Community Group to prepare the Community-
led Development (CLD) Design for Masterton East. The strong focus of the project was community engagement to explore 
the strength and aspiration of local communities and stakeholders about the study area. This is the first time students en-
gaged with the real-world community and stakeholders, which gave them “real passion for the project” and “a sense of con-
tribution to the community”. Based on a robust process, students revitalise their selected sites with creative solutions.  
 
I thank Aaron Bacher, Audrey Dench and Tom Hullena from Masterton District Council to initiate this project and work close-
ly with Massey University students and other stakeholders to complete this project.   
 
I hope you enjoy the students’ work.  
 
Muhammad Imran  

Foreword 
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-design process between Massey 132.414 Urban Planning & Design and Masterton’s Eastside Neighbourhood, we can see a 
way to support this community led process. 
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The Bachelor of Resource and Environmental Planning 
(BRP) class of 2018 was tasked to prepare the Community
-led Development (CLD) Design for Masterton East. The 
CLD concept provides a framework for more positive, vi-
brant and connected development projects.  
 

Also known as the Eastside is a suburb of Masterton with 
a population of around 3500, making up around 15% of 
Masterton’s population.  Cameron Block (a part of today’s 
wider Eastside) was developed during the 1960’s as a new 
but separate suburb, divided from wider Masterton by Co-
lombo Road. Today the Eastside is a decile 10 area with a 
noticeably lower socio-economic footing and higher promi-
nence of Trust housing. 
 

This project focuses on developing a distinct identity for 
the area and making the Eastside community a destination 
for residents. This project focuses on community-led urban 
design to improve the built up and natural environment of 
a deprived neighbourhood.  
 

The primary objectives of the project are to: 

 Increase appreciation of good and bad urban de-
sign, particularly the quality and experience of 

housing and environment, recreation and safety.  

 Be involved in community engagement through a 
workshop/meeting to understand community aspi-

rations and dreams for the area.  

 Carry out design analysis by using community feed-

back and Masterton’s design principles.  

 Develop a master plan that will include a proposal 

to revitalise the area.  

Students were divided into a group of four (4) to undertake 
a study and develop a Master/Concept Plan to revitalise 

the following area of the Eastside.  
 

Education – Masterton East is home to three schools: 
Kura Kaupapa Māori (years 1-13), Lakeview School (years 
1-8), and Makoura College (years 9-13). The schools are 
located at the north, east and southern boundaries of the 
community. What linkages can be made between the 
schools and the wider community? How might opportuni-

ties and spaces for adult education be incorporated?  
 

Community Hub –The existing community house is an 
adapted residential home and limits service offerings 
through its size and facilities. There is currently interest 
from three different groups (Te Awhina Cameron Commu-
nity Trust, the Kura Kaupapa Māori and Netball Wairarapa 
who own the new sports facility to the north of McJorrow 
Park to establish a new hub in Masterton East). Where 
could be the best location for a community centre? What 

linkages with other assets in the area might it have? A 
greater connection with the new netball facility is desired; 

how might this be achieved? 
 

Open spaces and Gateways/linkages – Masterton East 
is home to McJorrow Park which incorporates a children’s 
playground, a purpose-built netball facility and an open 
sports ground used for soccer in winter. To the northeast 
is the Wairua reserve where the Ruamahanga and 
Waipoua Rivers meet, an important place of spiritual nour-
ishment for local Māori. To the east is Riverside Cemetery. 
McJorrow park has historically been a natural focus for 
recreation opportunities, but how might green spaces and 
other places for socialisation be incorporated into the 
neighbourhood? How could notable gateways be estab-
lished between Masterton East and the wider community 

to increase physical identity and pride? 

This class report combines the analysis and design ideas 
of three group projects on education, community hub and 
open spaces location in the Eastside. The projects applied 
learning from academic literature, design principles from 
Our Future Masterton – A citizen-led design vision, and the 
Eastside Community Group Development Plan 2017-19, and, 
most importantly, local community feedback gathered in two 
different workshops organised by MDC. The student design 

proposals provide fresh approaches to revamp the Eastside.   

Introduction  

1 

 



 

6  Steps  Project  Methodology     

3. Attended a Community Workshop (8 May 2018) 

2. Attended A Stakeholder Workshop (28 March 2018)   

1. A Visit to Case Study Sites     
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4. Undertook Community-led Analysis  

5. Developed A Community-led Development (CLD) Design 

6. Presentations and Dissemination  

3 

     6 Steps  Project  Methodology





MASTERTON EAST 
SCHOOLS AREA 



OVERVIEW

MASTERTON EAST
Cameron Block, also known as Eastside
is a suburb of Masterton with a
population of around 3500, making up
around 15% of Masterton's population.
Cameron Block was developed during
the 1960’s as a new but separate
suburb, divided from wider Masterton
by Colombo Road. Today Masterton
East is a decile 10 area with a
noticeably lower socio-economic
footing and high prominence of Trust
housing.

KURA KAUPAPA MAORI

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o
Wairarapa (TKKM) is a full Māori
immersion school. TKKM was
established in 2002 and has plans
to further develop the site with
the possibility of establishing a
Māori university. YEARS

1-13

STUDENTS

72

DECILE

2

YEARS

9-13

STUDENTS

291

DECILE

3

YEARS

1-8

STUDENTS

392

DECILE

2

MAKOURA COLLEGE

Established in 1968, Makoura
College was constructed during
the initial development of
Cameron Block. In early 2008 the
school faced the potential of
closure due to its declining role,
however over 7500 signatures
secured its survival. This year the
school celebrated its 50th

anniversary.

LAKEVIEW SCHOOL

The merger of Totara Drive
School, Hiona Intermediate, and
Lansdowne School, saw Lakeview
School established in 2004. The
appropriately named school also
backs onto Henley Lake Park.



STREETSCAP
EEach of the schools has a 

very car centric streetscape. 
The entrances are bland 
with generic footpaths. 

Overall the schools appear 
uninviting.

FRONTAGE
Makoura and Lakeview 

both have fencing around 
their boundary. While this 

fencing is not very 
welcoming it is a safety 

requirement provided by 
the MfE.

IDENTITY
All of the schools have a 

visible Maori identity 
demonstrated through 

Maori archways. Makoura
and TKKM also have koru 

patterns within their 
courtyards. 

DESIGN FEATURES

MAKOURA COLLEGE KURA KAUPAPA MAORI LAKEVIEW SCHOOL



WALKING PARKING
PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT CYCLING

LINKAGES

The public bus service in Masterton has
four different services, two of of which
have stops with easy access to the
schools in Masterton East. The 206 has a
bus stop on Makora RD outside of of
Makoura College, while the 203 has a
stop on Te Ore Ore Rd just outside of
Lakeview School. Both routes have
limited services, operating only three
runs on Monday to Fridays. It is
important to note that the majority of
students come from within Masterton
East and therefore buses are not utlised
by students that much. However,
Lakeview School does operate as a
’transfer station’ for students from
different schools across Masterton.

Walking is the primary form of transport
for most students in Masterton East,
with both TKKM and Makoura College
centrally located. However, there is only
a single marked crossing point located
between TKKM and Makoura College
and another located on Te Ore Ore Road
for Lakeview School. Both of these
crossing points are white painted zebra
crossings which are level with the road.
Furthermore, as the Johnstone Street
crossing is located to the west of the
school, kids walking from River Road are
unlikely to use this crossing. Finally, the
pedestrian linkage over the Waipoua
River to Lakeview School is on one side
merely wooden planks being bolted to
the side of the bridge.

Each of the school’s street frontage has
a strong prominence of parking, either
for staff or drop off and pick up parking
for parents. This creates a strong car
centric feeling as opposed to an inviting
student and pedestrian friendly
entrance to school. The high presence of
parked cars also represents a safety
issue for students crossing the road
especially as parked cars can act as a
blind spot. Each of the schools also has
adequate on-site parking for staff, with
TKKM having plans to establish a larger
car park on-site.

A small percentage of students cycle to
school, although the majority walk.
Lakeview School Principal Tim Nelson
said that around 20 students cycled to
school, however he indicated that safe
cycling in terms of students wearing a
helmet and following road safety rules
were both a safety concern and barrier
to more students cycling. There is also a
lack of defined bike lanes in Masterton
East, with only the north end of
Colombo Road having bike lane road
markings.



Neither of these streets have traffic islands, meaning that there is a 
greater chance of traffic cutting corners and not slowing down to turn. 
Whilst Makora Rd does have a giveway sign and road marking, there is 
no signage or road marking at the intersection of Clyde St and 
Johnstone St. It is also the location of the only pedestrian crossing on 
Johnstone St for both Makoura College and TKKM. This intersection 
represents a major safety concern due to its odd connection and 
amount of traffic. 

CLYDE/ MAKORA INTERSECTION

COLOMBO RD

Colombo Rd is the main road connecting Lakeview School to the rest 
of Masterton East. It is also a key transport corridor as it has one out of 
only two bridges across the Waipoua River. Up until recently there was 
no footpath along this road. Colombo Rd now has defined bike lanes 
north of the bridge and a wide footpath along the length of the road.

CLYDE ST & RIVER RD

Clyde St and River Rd both represent key 
local linkages for the Eastside community to 
access schools. Both of these streets link 
Johnstone St with Church St which is the 
primary route connecting Eastside to the 
city centre and wider Masterton. 

JOHNSTONE ST

Johnstone St is the connector road between Colombo Rd and Te
Whiti Rd, linking wider Masterton to rural and industrial land 
uses including the dump. This generates heavy traffic such as 

large trucks, trailers, and industrial vehicles passing by Makoura
College and TKKM. Whilst the speed limit is 50km/h, many 

vehicles exceed this as only 160m south of Makoura College the 
speed limit is 80km/h. A major safety concern is that heavy 

traffic tends to overlap with school pick up/drop off times 
making it a busy and dangerous road for students. 

TE ORE ORE RD

Te Ore Ore Rd is another busy road linking the 
suburbs of Lansdowne and Masterton East to the 

city centre as well as rural areas. Approximately 
330m east of Lakeview School  is a sign indicating 
the speed limit as 50km/h coming into town and 

70km/h heading out of town. The proximity of 
this change is speed to the pedestrian crossing for 

Lakeview School represents a safety issue as 
traffic is  likely to exceed the limit. 

TE ORE ORE/ COLOMBO 
INTERSECTION

This intersection on the corner of 
Lakeview School has clearly defined road 

markings as well as  a separate turning 
lane, giveway sign, and traffic island. 

Whilst these features aim to make the 
busy intersection safer, it is still a 

dangerous intersection for Lakeview 
students to cross.

LINKAGES



SITE VISIT
28th March 2018

The project group 
visited each of the 
schools to get an 
understanding 
of the issues and 
opportunities and 
take photos of key 
features.

DESIGN PROCESS

28th March 2018 

The community 
meeting provided 
an opportunity to  
develop a greater 
understanding 
about the Eastside 
community from 
the perspective of a 
wide range of key 
stakeholders.

COMMUNITY
MEETING

COMMUNITY- LED 
DESIGN WORKSHOP
A key outcome of the 
collaborative 
workshop was 
developing a shared 
understanding of the 
values and 
aspirations of key 
stakeholders and 
their vision for the 
future. 

DESIGN ANALYSIS

We analysed the 
findings of our site 
visit against best 
practice and design 
principles to 
identify options 
that provide the 
most benefits for 
the community.

COMMUNITY 
MEETING
8TH May 2018

A second community 
meeting reiterated 
ideas of road safety 
and traffic slowing, 
as well as art-
demonstrated by a 
recent youth group 
mural, and the 
importance of events 
and activities such as 
film nights to bring 
the community 
together. 



BEST 
PRACTICE 
DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES

DESIGN PRINCIPLES

TAIAO
Incorporate and 
build on existing 

natural features to 
enhance and restore 

connections with 
the environment. 

MANA
Create a design that 
recognises and respects 
manawhenua values, 
world views, tikanga, 
and cultural narratives 
which reflect the mana 
and identity of the 
community. 

MAHI TOI
Integrate iwi/hapū
identity into the design 
through incorporation of 
ancestral names, local 
tohu, and iwi narratives 
to enhance local identity 
and contribute to sense 
of place.

WHAKAPAPA
Recognises and 

celebrate the 
significance of mana 

whenua through 
signage and language as 
a way to enhance sense 

of place connections.

TOHU
Acknowledge the Māori 
world view and 
significance of local 
cultural and community
characteristics that 
reinforce sense of place 
and identity through 
spatial design. 

AHI KA
Recognize kaitiaki roles 
through collaboratively 

working with iwi to 
ensure ahi kā and 

sense of place 
relationships are 

enhanced.

CELEBRATE CULTURE 
AND HERITAGE

Celebrate the culture of 
Eastside, especially 

Maori culture through 
incorporation of Maori 

visual art, distinct 
architecture, and 

language.

SHARED SPACES
Develop shared spaces 
which connect schools 

and the community 
through safe, attractive, 

and comfortable 
environments  that 

encourage positive social 
interaction.

ACCESSIBILITY
Develop accessible, 
convenient, and safe 
connections between 
schools, green spaces, 
and the wider 
community through 
pedestrian and cycle 
linkages.

COHESIVE 
PLANNING
Embrace a design which 
reflects the identity of 
the community to 
strengthen the overall 
experience and 
cohesiveness of the 
area.

CO-DESIGN
Engage the community 

in the design process to 
identify fresh ideas 

which reflect the 
communities values and 

vision to ensure its 
acceptance and success.

CONNECTION TO 
NATURE
Develop school frontages 
which embrace nature 
and green space and 
celebrate the significance 
of the Waipoua and 
Ruamahanga Rivers.

AUCKLAND 
DESIGN 
MANUAL TE
ARANGA
PRINCIPLES

OUR FUTURE 
MASTERTON 
DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES



COMMUNITY ASPIRATIONS

COMMUNITY TO 
LOOK AND FEEL 

MAORI

““

“
EMBODYING A FULL 
CROSS-SECTION OF 
THE WIDER WORLD
“

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR 
DIVERSITY AND BELIEVE THAT 
THIS IS ONE OF OUR 
STRENGTHS

“ “PROMOTE 
THE VALUE 
OF THE 
EASTSIDE 
COMMUNITY

“

“

EDUCATION 
CENTRE FOR 0-99 
YEARS “SAFE, SECURE, 

AND HAPPY 
ENVIRONMENT
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“
INTEGRITY, PRIDE, 
AND A SENSE OF 
BELONGING

“RECOGNITION OF 
THE CONTRIBUTION 
OF STUDENTS TO 
THE SCHOOLS 
CULTURE:
TE PUTAKE O TE 
KAUPAPA- THE 
HEART OF 
THE MATTER

“

CONSCIOUS OF 
LOOKING 

AFTER OUR 
ENVIRONMENT

“

““

“

A SCHOOL OF THE 
COMMUNITY WITH 
THE COMMUNITY

“
FOR MAORI 

BY MAORI

“RETAIN MAORI 
IDENTITY

“
“ “COMMITTED TO 
BUILDING A 
STRONG, OPEN, 
AND SUPPORTIVE 
SCHOOL

“
EMBRACING OF 

TE AO MAORI

“ “CELEBRATING CULTURAL 
IDENTITY, MANA, 
HERITAGE, AND 
RECOGNISING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF 
WHANAUNGATANGA



COMMUNITY ASPIRATIONS

01

MAORI IDENTITY
Celebrate, retain, and develop a strong Maori identity 
reflected through Maori design elements, principles, and
the incorporation of te ao Maori values and te reo Maori.

02

SECURE AND SAFE ENVIRONMENT
Create a secure, safe, welcoming, and inviting school and 
street environment which embraces the diversity and 
culture of the community.

03

CONNECTED TO THE COMMUNITY
Develop  greater connections between each of the schools 
as well as their connectedness to the wider Eastside 
community as hubs of activities and learning for all. 

Te Wānanga o Raukawa,
a Maori education 

centre in Otaki.

HOHEPA CAMPBELL
Continued development of 
the school including 
establishing an education 
centre for 0-99 years and 
how this can connect TKKM 
to the wider community 
whilst retaining a strong 
Maori identity. 

Other
3%

Pacifica
7%

Europe
an
62%

Māori
28%

Pacifica
9%

Europe
an
36%

Māori
55%

Other
1%Pacifica

10%
Europe
an
36%

Māori
53%

Māori
100%

TIM NELSON
Connecting to the rest of the 
Eastside community in terms 
of cycle connections and 
encouraging a safe exercise 
as a means of getting to and 
from school.

PAUL GREEN
Developing the  grassed area 
on the corner of Johnstone 
St and Makora Rd in order to 
make it a more attractive 
and useable space which is 
connected to the wider 
community. 
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LAKEVIEW SCHOOL 

MAKOURA COLLEGE

EASTSIDE

TKKM

Eastside Newsletter.



MASTER PLAN

TRAFFIC CALMING

MAORI IDENTITY

ART/ DESIGN

PRIMARY CYCLE ROUTES

NATURE

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

ADULT EDUCATION

REDUCE LANE SIZE AT 
INTERSECTION RAISE PEDESTRIAN 

CROSSING

POTENTIAL SITE FOR 
ESTABLISHING A MAORI 
UNIVERSITY & ADULT 
EDUCATION HUB FOR THE 
COMMUNITY

REDUCE LANE 
SIZE AT 

INTERSECTION
30KM/H SPEED ZONE 

DURING SCHOOL TIMES

30KM/H SPEED ZONE 
DURING SCHOOL TIMES

NEW PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING 
CATERING TO 
RIVER ROAD

REDUCE LANE 
SIZE AT 
INTERSECTION

RAISE 
PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING

RAISE ROAD AT 
INTERSECTION

ROAD MURAL 
SYMBOLICLY AND 

PHYSICALLY LINKING 
THE SCHOOLS 

INCOPORATING MAORI 
ART AND DESIGN

CYCLE LANES ALONG KEY 
CONNECTOR ROUTES  WITHIN 
THE EASTSIDE COMMUNITY

INCORPORATION OF 
NATURE INTO THE DESIGN

INCORPORATION OF MAORI LANGUAGE INTO 
SCHOOL & ROAD SIGNAGE

INCORPORATION OF MAORI 
LANGUAGE INTO SCHOOL & 
ROAD SIGNAGE



LAKEVIEW SCHOOL REDESIGN

Added cycle lanes, 
improved bridge 
connections, and 
incorporation of 
Te Reo school 
signage.

CYCLE LINKAGES & 
SIGNAGE

TRAFFIC & 
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
Raised roads at key 
intersections, 
narrowing or lanes, 
and widening of 
berms.



MAKOURA COLLEGE REDESIGN 01

02

04

2.5m Foot Path 2m Garden 3.5m One Lane 3.5m One Lane 2.5m Foot Path2m Garden

05

02

01

04

03

03



TKKM REDESIGN

MAORI UNIVERSITY

This is our vision for a 
Maori university and 
adult education facility. 
The building is modern 
but is infused with 
environmental and 
cultural features. 
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Masterton is located in the Greater Wellington Region, in the southern 

part of New Zealand’s North Island. The East Side extends from the 

Waipoua River in the north to the Southern extent of Kuripuni, east of 

Colombo Road. The area has a strong sense of community and social 

capital. Largely revolving around Te Awhina Cameron House, 

McJarrow Park, and the newly constructed Wairarapa Netball 

Complex. 

 

MASTERTON EAST SIDE 

In the 1960s  The Cameron Block Farm was sub-divided and devel-

oped into a residential neighbourhood. This occurred as part of the 

New Zealand Social Housing programme. The neighbourhood was 

rapidly populated by rural Maori people seeking to live in a town. 

This unique history has shaped the contemporary physical and de-

mographic nature of the East Side. 

HISTORY 

Te Awhina Cameron House 
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 3,579 people   

 15.3% of Masterton’s total population 

 36 YA median age 

 1,527 dwellings 

 2.4 people per household 

 15 people per hectare is population density 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

PERCEPTIONS 

INCOME DISTRIBUTION 

The lowest personal income of suburban/ rural 

mesh blocks in this area. 

HOME OWNERSHIP DISTRIBUTION 

Significantly lower home ownership than 

neighboring residential areas. 

DISTRIBUTION OF MEDIAN AGE 

Spatial distribution of the median age is 

significantly younger surrounding areas.  

The tangata whenua iwi of 

Masterton’s East Side are Rangitane 

and Ngāti Kahungunu. The majority of 

Maori people in the East side trace 

their whakapapa through these iwi. 

ETHNICITY COMPARISON 

Maori Ethnicity East Side Maori Ethnicity Masterton 

31% Maori 

16%  

Maori 

69% Non-Maori 84% Non-Maori 

Strong social capital - community 

that looks after one another. 

 

 

Proportionately high rates of   

Poverty 

 

 

High crime rate/ dangerous area   

Road safety and speeding is a  

major safety concern. 

 



This map shows the area that can be 

accessed within approximately 10 

minutes walk from Te Awhina House. The 

inside circle shows the area that can be 

walked to within roughly 5 minutes.  

 

The streetscape in the area surrounding Te 

Awhina house is poorly designed and maintained.  

 There is a lack of sense of ownership, 

mana, and pride in the appearance of 

the community. 

 There is a lack of road safety features 

such as pedestrian crossings, and traffic 

islands.  

 There are no amenity features such as 

planting or interactive signage. 

STREETSCAPE 

 

 

The built form of Masterton’s East side 

reflects the history and heritage of New 

Zealand’s 1960s social housing programmes. 

The homes are largely detached 2–3 

bedroom cottage-style houses, with 

weatherboard or brick veneer cladding, a 

steep hipped tile roof, and multi-paned 

timber casement windows. Most of the homes 

are deteriorated and poorly maintained. 

DWELLINGS - BUILT FORM 
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WALKING TIMES 

Makoura College  7 

minutes  

Lake View Com-

munity School 

 19 

minutes  

CBD  17 

minutes  

Hospital  23 

minutes  

 Bus Stop 

 Netball Complex 

 Picnic/playground 

 Te Awhina House 

 River & walkway 

 Cemetery 

COMMUNITY ASSETS 



Doctors office   

The doctors office provides facilities for basic doctor and 

nurses check ups . Members of the community can sign up 

for free doctor check ups every second Wednesday  

 

Activities Shed 

The rear of the shed is used by Te Awhina Youth Group., 

and to hold large community meetings  It is cold in winter 

and does not have a sense of mana or ownership. 

The kitchen  

The centre contains a kitchen which is used to teach the 

community cooking skills. As well as, to facilitate food 

drop offs.  

Garage Sale  

The garage functions as a second hand store, selling 

household goods, clothing and furniture. It  is used  by 

many members of the community and all profits go to-

wards funding Te Awhina House. Some people are also 

able to gain practical work experience by working in the 

shop.  

Computer Room 

The computer room allows is used by children and 

other community members  to access the internet 

and complete homework. 

Office Spaces 

The office  is used for administration and management 

for the centre. This is a critical space as it ensures all Te 

Awhina’s the other functions continue to operate . 

 

The house has an inactive frontage 

creating a lack of integration with 

the surrounding streetscape.  

The signage is poorly designed and 

maintained which has led to 

graffiti. This contributes to a lack 

of mana and perception of crime. 

BUILT FORM 

TE AWHINA HOUSE—MEANING & FUNCTIONS 

Awhina is translated from Te Reo to mean: help assist, sup-

port, or benefit.  This translation describes the incredible 

work that Te Awhina Cameron House does for the community 

of Masterton’s East Side. 

FUNCTIONS 
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STRENGTHS 
Community spirit—

devotion to the existing  

community hub 

Awhina (help) func-

tions 

Garage sale as a 

small income for Te 

Awhina 

WEAKNESSES Lack of Integration 

with the existing  

street scape 

Lack of available 

funding and fund 

raising 

THREATS 

Security breaches—

Break ins and van-

dalism 

Lack of road 

safety  

Inability to accom-

modate the growth 

of the community 

The interest and ability 

of the community to 

band together to create 

a new community hub. 

Take advantage of 

the local communi-

ty’s skills, knowledge 

and research 

OPPERTUNITIES 
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It houses a community gal-

lery, exhibition spaces and 

a public library, as well as 

the Māori and Dutch hubs.      

FUNCTIONS 

Te Awhou Nieuwe Stroom re-

flects the cultural heritage of 

both the Dutch Settlers and Tan-

gata Whenua. This can be seen 

in the Te Reo Name and the tra-

ditional Orange color scheme.  

CULTURAL IDENTITY 

Te Awhou Nieuwe Stroom is 

located in the heart of Foxton 

and has a strong linkage to 

the Traditional Dutch windmill 

via an open courtyard.  

AMENITY & DESIGN 

Won the sole award 

for public architecture 

at the New Zealand 

Institute of Architects 

Western Architecture   

Te Awhou Nieuwe Stroom is 

located in the heart of Foxton 

and has a strong linkage to 

the Traditional Dutch windmill 

via an open courtyard.  

LOCATION 
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STAKEHOLDER MEETING 

 

Reducing the perception of crime and 

crime itself 

 

Secure hub to prevent vandalism and 

breaking and entering 

 

Larger space to enable more room for 

established activities  

 

Provide facilities that enable activities 

that teach important skills 

On the 28th of March Our team went on a 

field trip to Masterton’s Eastside to explore 

the perceptions of community hub design 

from various stakeholders. This helped us 

to visualize the setting and establish what 

design alterations are desired by key 

stakeholders. 



On the 8th of May we met with some 

of the residents and frequent users of 

Masterton East’s community hub. This 

gave us a key insight in to what sort of 

design features are desired for Te 

Awhina House and how this can be 

incorporated with values of safety and 

culture.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENT MEETING 

 

Enhancing and developing Maori identity by inte-

grating cultural values  

As part of the on ground analyses we asked the community how they per-

ceive Te Awhina’s ability to meet current and future needs of Masterton 

East. These pie charts illustrate this overall perception. 

Haunuiananaia , the ances-

tor of the Te Ati Hau a Papa-

rangi people, named the 

converging rivers– Ruama-

hanga and Waipoua  

 

Make Te Awhina House more accessible and welcoming 

by integrating an improved streetscape. 
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Master plan initiatives 

A) Te Awhina Renewal 

B) Streetscape upgrade 

C) Future development  

opportunity 

 

 

Integration with the street corner between Church Street and 

Stuart Crescent will increase the accessibility of Te Awhina.  

Changes Te Awhina garage sale to create an active frontage 

and encourage business 

Widened foot path outside Te Awhina to create a stronger 

sense of place and enable more access and amenity value 

ACCESSIBILITY 

 

 

A secure and vandal proof community hub  

Crime preventative design through lighting, passive 

surveillance and sightlines  

Traffic calming  and pedestrian safety design 

measures in the surrounding streetscape.  

SAFETY & SECURITY 

 

 

Incorporating the confluence of the Ruamahanga and 

Waipoua Rivers into the physical design of te Awhina 

House  

Incorporation of the Whakapapa of the two prominent iwi 

of the Masterton’s East Side  

Incorporation of the art work of the Te Awhina youth group. 

IDENTITY & MANA 

 

 

More internal space for a diversity of activities  

Vegetable gardens  

Increasing the role of Te Awhina House in responding 

to civil defence emergencies  

FUNCTIONALITY 
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VEGE GARDENS  

Opportunity to grow and produced own vegetables; New learning 

processes of growing plants; New and exciting activity which 

create a vibrant social area and community bonding  

Extending Garage Sale  

Creating a new active frontage; New 

pavement; Integration with the street 

New design to increase sales and busi-

ness; Developing retail skills 

New pathways and deck  

Proposed new pathways in the front section of the house; Design reflects the confluence of the 

Waipoua and Ruamanhanga rivers; Making community hub more accessible and open 

New deck for gathering and making active front and safety for children 



Streetscape design features  

 

Improve integration between the street and the house by cre-

ating an active frontage; Remove the fences; Widen the path-

way and put in some planting to extend the area of the house 

further onto the road. 

 

Create an attraction outside the house by placing large wel-

coming letters onto the street. This will attract people to 

come to the house, kids can play on the letters. The sign will 

turn the house into a well known destination.  

 

Te Awhina house logo is placed on the sign outside the front 

of the house 

 

Introduce traffic calming around the house; Street could be 

painted with rain activated paint to create a sense of place 
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This area will be used for street 

art in the community hub car 

park  

Outdoor seating will allow people to 

interact and relax outside 

Communal gardens occupy 

space where community 

can grow and take home 

their own food 

“Haere Mai” sign will 

be the main attrac-

tion where people 

can take photos in 

front of the commu-

nity hub 

Commercial kitchen to increase 

functionality of community hub 
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While originally a Māori site for practicing tikanga at the Waipoua and Raumahanga confluence, the suburb of Eastside 
operated under the historical name of the ‘Cameron Block’. This name devolved from early settler George Wood-

roofe’s daughter Robina, when she married D.J. Cameron, a local farmer. The subsequent dominance of European 
settlers and small farms throughout Masterton led to the embedment of a highly ‘Euro-centric’ culture. 

 
This was altered slightly in 1961, when Ngāti Kahungunu community leader Dick Himona lobbied the government to 

allocate some of the 300 state houses in construction to Māori. This resulted in the suburbs ostracisation from the Pa-
keha demographic of wider Masterton: a separation that is still present today. However, the development of the Cam-
eron Block was a historic moment for Masterton, in that this was the first mass-construction endeavour of its kind for 
Masterton. Today, some 19.7% of the Masterton population is of Māori descent, showcasing the increasingly vibrant, 

diverse nature of the town. Eastside has a slightly higher proportion, with 31% of residents being of Māori descent. 
 

Eastside is host to some of Masterton’s key fiscal sporting and social assets. These include McJorrow Park, Masterton 
Rugby and Football Club, and the newly developed Netball Wairarapa courts and sports rooms. 
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Elie’s picture w marks on our main focus areas  

Our main focus areas are McJorrow Park, the Sports Hub includ-

ing the new netball development and Wairua Reserve.  

1. Sports Hub: With rugby, netball and football facilities all 

located in close proximity to each other, traffic congestion and 

lack of parking along Colombo Road has become a serious safe-

ty issue for weekend sports-goers. As these facilities are a criti-

cal part of the community, support of surrounding infrastruc-

ture is essential.  

2. McJorrow Park: Recent development and the input of 

new facilities have given the park a new life. However the park 

still experiences degrees of misuse and neglect. Making     

McJorrow a destination is one of the main aspirations of the 

community.  

3. Wairua: An area of cultural significance to Maori, Wairua 

has become somewhat isolated and forgotten. Making the 

Waipoua river and Wairua Junction a destination will help to 

restore the mana of the area.  

  1 

2 

3 

EASTSIDE, CONNECTED 

THROUGH HISTORY 

AND AMBITION 
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McJorrow Park 
Since it’s recent development the park has 
experienced high levels of use, with orga-
nized events showing great promise. How-
ever, users of the park show little respect 

for facilities, frequently leaving barbe-
ques uncleaned.  

Cameron Crescent and other surrounding roads 
are relatively straight and flat, with uncontrolled 

intersections, and no designated pedestrian 
crossings. Parking is roadside only, and street 

lights are spaced around 400m apart, therefore 
cause major sections of shadowing in the eve-

nings. 

The surrounding streetscape shows low 
amenity value. Private properties tend to 

have high, corrugated iron fences separating 
their gardens from the park.  Many of these 

are tagged with graffiti, rusting or partially 
broken, further degrading the area. 

 Overgrown vegetation and steep banks      

 currently prohibit access to the Wairua 

river for swimming and other leisure activi-

ties. As a site of historic and cultural signifi-

cance to Maori , this inaccessibility alienates 

local Maori from their land, history, and an-

cestors.  

Traditionally used as informal sports grounds, 

McJorrow Park has recently been renovat-

ed  to become a family friendly space, contain-

ing a playground, basketball court, barbeques 

and sports fields, with a water fountain, shade 

sails and flood lights. 
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The existing netball car park is difficult to navigate with 

its narrow, bottle-like shape. With limited opportuni-

ties for parking, many sports-goers resort to parking 

along Colombo Road. This presents a significant safety 

risk with a thin sidewalk and short sightlines, making 

crossing the road        

a dangerous     

activity.  

Colombo Road is a major point of tension for traffic safety.  The 

straight, flat road encourages speeding, which in conjunction 

with limited sightlines over the bridge becomes dangerous for 

pedestrians. Visibility of pedestrians is limited when cars park 

on either side of the road at peak use times. With no pedestrian 

crossing or island, pedestrians are forced to make erratic, disor-

ganized crossings.  

The new netball court development  includes a two-storey 

clubroom with disability access, a large viewing deck, toilet and 

shower facilities.  Three covered courts will be developed 

alongside the resealing of nine uncovered courts. In case of in-

jury on court a medical room with outside ambulance access 

will also be developed. Sports Hub  
Although an informal walkway exists along 

Wairua river from Colombo Road bridge, 

overgrown vegetation is both uninviting and 

restrictive of pedestrian access.  This lack of 

appreciation for the river both alienates lo-

cal Maori from this site  of significance, and 

degrades natural amenity values.  

The underpass at Colombo Road 

bridge is dark and uninviting, 

making it a safety concern for 

local residents and sports-goers. 

This has contributed to its lack of 

use as an alternative to crossing 

the busy Colombo Road. 
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Housing and Environment: Houses, properties, recreational areas and streets promote pride 

in the community. Spaces are free from graffiti and are well-used community hubs. Streets must 

also be networks for connectivity, both within the Eastside block and to neighboring Masterton 

suburbs. The group also seeks to ‘beautify’ the streetscape through landscape development.  

The ‘Eastside Community Group Development Plan 2017 - 2019’ outlines five key developmental    

focus areas. These goals feed into the Eastside Community Group’s overarching mission of “building 

a caring, connected community in which all people live with pride”  

Recreation: Providing facilities for children and families within Eastside block. Examples include 

well-maintained playgrounds and sports grounds, alongside open, safe walkways to encourage 

walking and cycling within and between suburbs. The provision of toilets in key recreation areas 

is also an aspiration of the Eastside Community Group.  

Relationships: Providing adequate facilities to support a connected community. Open spaces 

and connectivity links are vital to achieving this goal.  This will enable the community to host 

annual community Christmas events.  

Wellbeing: Families and whānau must be educated, healthy and employed. This includes the 

provisions of community garden spaces, to enable cheaper access to healthy, fresh foods. The 

provision of suitable connecting walkways will also contribute to achieving this aspiration.  

Safety: Residents feel safe in the community. This includes enhancing street safety through 

pedestrian crossings, pedestrian underpasses, and traffic calming, as well as ensuring connecting 

links such as paths and walkways are vibrant and safe.  C
o
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After meeting with wider community representatives, a range of more specific aspirations were pro-
filed that built on the 5 key development areas detailed by the Eastside Community Group.  
 
Representatives from the netball community, youth, police, council, cultural groups, and general com-
munity members who voiced current concerns and aspirations of what the future of Eastside will look 
like.   



 9 

 

It was suggested that en-

couraging alternative 

transport modes could 

help  reduce congestion. 

Extending the current river-

side pathway would enable 

walking and cycling as an 

alternative to driving.        

Re-landscaping the ex-

isting carpark was also 

suggested to improve 

efficiency and safety, 

especially on weekends. 

A contaminated lot of unde-

veloped land south of the 

sports grounds was ex-

pressed as a concern for the 

community.  There was a 

suggestion that this land 

could be a viable option for 

developing overflow park-

ing for the sports grounds.  

It was proposed a warm up 

area could be developed in 

the green space located in 

front of the netball courts.  

Outdoor exercise equip-

ment could be cemented 

into the ground along with 

jumping blocks. This will not 

only benefit sport-goers but  

will also be beneficial to 

the wider community, 

encouraging a healthy, active 

lifestyle.  

Increasing the availability of 

off-road parking, as well 

as establishing a crossing 

island outside the netball 

centre were proposed to re-

duce existing traffic safety 

issues.   Clear lines of sight 

and traffic slowing measures 

would make Colombo Road 

safer and more pedestrian 

friendly. 

Placing Eastside welcome 

gateways around the block 

were proposed to establish 

pride within the communi-

ty. These would act as a form 

of ‘welcome home’ to 

Eastside residents developing 

a stronger sense of place 

which they may then feel 

more inclined to respect and 

care for.  
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To recognise the cultural sig-
nificance of the area, the 
community has expressed 

their desire to greater im-
prove connections to the 
river. Extending the current 

walking track from Colombo 
Road bridge along the river to 
Wairua Junction would recon-

nect Wairua to surrounding 

green space. Access to the 
river for swimming and other 

leisure activities is also de-
sired, to make the river a des-
tination for community mem-
bers and restore cultural con-

nections to the site. 

The community wishes to re-

store the visual amenity of 

the Wairua River and re-

affirm its cultural significance by 

clearing overgrown vegetation 

and planting harakeke along 

the riverbank. The harakeke 

could then support the flax 

weaving classes held at Te 

Awhina Cameron Community 

House, aiding the restoration of 

traditional Maori practices 

in the community to reconnect 

people with their culture.  

One community member wish-

es to establish a community 

garden to reaffirm cultural 

connections to land, and pro-

mote living off the land.  This 

could make residents more 

conscious of the food they con-

sume and promote a healthy 

lifestyle. Planting citrus trees 

along the river walkway could 

further achieve this aspiration, 

as the fruit of the trees could 

be used by local children play-

ing sport during half-time or at 

the end of their games.  

The youth of the Eastside 

recognised recent improve-

ments to the Block, however 

felt that since few of them 

were involved in any organ-

ised extra-curricular activities, 

their specific demographic has 

not been provided for in 

Eastside developments so 

far.  These representatives 

suggested a skate park 

would appeal to them and 

provide a sense of           

belonging.  

The community expressed a 
strong aspiration to encour-
age a healthy lifestyle, sup-

porting the ECG goal of well-
being. Extending the current 

walking track from the 

Colombo Road bridge along 
the river by McJorrow Park 
through to Wairua Junction 

would not only improve com-
munity connections to the 

river, but also encourage the 

river as a destination.  
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Celebrate Masterton’s Culture and Heritage 

Establishing access to the Waipoua river  

Welcome signs at the entrance to Masterton East 

Reconnecting Wairua Reserve to the surrounding area 

Cohesive Planning  

Welcome signs at the entrance to Masterton East  

Creating spaces to accommodate various age and ethnic groups in Masterton East 

Connection to Nature 

Make Waipoua river a destination by enabling river access  

Establishing a pathway to connect Wairua Reserve to McJorrow  Park  

Shared Spaces 

Making Waipoua river a destination by creating a pathway for pedestrians, cyclists and other users 

Establishing community gardens  

Accessibility 

Three main entrances to McJorrow park at Colombo Road, Cameron Crescent and River 

Road.  

Establishing pathways to connect the Sports Hub, McJorrow and  Wairua Reserve and open 

up Waipoua river for pedestrian access 

Develop a bridge underpass from the football fields to the netball courts to deter people 

from crossing Colombo Road 
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CPTED Principles 

Access: Safe Movement and Connections 

Surveillance and Sightlines: See and Be Seen 

Layout: Clear and Logical Orientation 

Activity Mix: Eyes on the Street 

Sense of Ownership 

Quality Environments: Well Designed and Maintained 

Physical Protection 
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A broad range of activities in a mixed-use envi-

ronment promotes diverse use and constant pas-

sive surveillance.  

The inclusion of an adult gym and a skating ‘half-

pipe’ at McJorrow Park will boost user diversity, in 

turn increasing passive surveillance. This will in-

crease the park’s safety and surveillance period. 

Clear sightlines and good visibility allow people 

to see where they are going and make informed 

navigation decisions. Gardens parallel to pedes-

trian walkways should be well maintained and 

cleared away from the path.  

A clear, open, riverside walkway will encourage 

safe community engagement with the environ-

ment.   

Encouraging a sense of ownership and respon-

sibility for their surroundings can make an im-

portant contribution to crime prevention.  

Establishing a ‘Welcome to Cameron Block’ 

archway to welcome residents home will in-

crease community pride.  

Urban planning, design and place management strategies 
can reduce the likelihood of crime and deliver social and 
economic benefits, because: 
 

1 Safety and security are essential to successful commu-

nities 

2 Safe design not only enhances public safety it also 

adds to the attractiveness and use of the environment. 

3 Integrating safety into developments designs brings 

long-term social and economic benefits. 
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Our Vision 

 N2 

Active River Front 

    N1  

  Place & Access Function  

     N3  

 Sense of Belonging 

Eastside is home to a proud, diverse community. This Master Plan proposes designs to reconnect the people 

of Eastside to each other and their environment, by establishing engaging and safe spaces.  
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Pedestrian Underpass 

Modernizing the Colombo road bridge 

underpass will improve  accessibility and 

linkages between sports destinations, 

and instill a sense of place and owner-

ship among users.  

Welcome to Eastside 

Welcome signs act as an    expression of 

community pride and sense of place.   Es-

tablishing a ‘welcome’ to Eastside residents 

reaffirms the unique community spirit al-

ready present within  Masterton East. 

Place & Access Function 

 

Carpark landscaping 

Revitalizing the existing  netball carpark will 

not only  improve the access function of 

the area, but also make sports users feel 

welcome and cared for.  
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Walkway 

Development of vibrant and safe walk-

ways along the river will encourage 

cycling and walking. Planting of low-

lying trees and flaxes along the walk-

way  both  stabilises river banks and re-

establishes native vegetation.  

River Access 

Improving connections to the river via 

McJorrow Park will open up the area. This 

will encourage more people to become ac-

tive and walk down this end of the river, 

especially after taking part in activities at 

the park. It will also increase accessibility to 

the park for those walking along the river.  

Exercise equipment 

Development of outdoor exercise equip-

ment along the river will enhance fitness 

opportunities for the entire community 

which will encourage physical activity. This 

will enhance overall health and quality of 

life.  

Active River Front 



 16 

 

 

Skate park 

Developing a skate park at McJorrow 

Park will enhance opportunities for 

social interaction. This will also pro-

vide a positive space for youth to ex-

press themselves, and encourage a 

sense of ownership and belonging.   

Sense of belonging 

 

Traffic calming 

Designing polka dots on Cameron Crescent will 

create a slower and safer environment for  

users of McJorrow park. This tactical urbanism 

will make the area more aesthetically pleasing, 

and make families and children feel more   

welcome to the area.  

We would like to thank the community representatives, Masterton District Council, Greater Wellington Regional 

Council and others for their knowledge and insight in the development of this plan.  
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