
 

   
 

 

 

Doctoral Scholarship  

 

 

Applications are invited to apply for a PhD scholarship with the drug research team at the 

SHORE & Whariki Research Centre, College of Health, Massey University, investigating the 

impact of new psychoactive substances (NPS) and the internet on traditional drug use and 

related harm in New Zealand. This three-year scholarship is valued at NZ $25,000 p.a. (tax 

free) plus tuition fees. The candidate will be based at our offices in central Auckland, New 

Zealand. 

Applying for the Scholarship  

It is expected the candidate will hold an honours or master’s degree in an area relevant to the 

topic area. Applicants must meet the University’s selection criteria for entry into the PhD 

programme. If you would like to discuss this opportunity further please contact Dr. Chris 

Wilkins [c.wilkins@massey.ac.nz]. 

To apply please send a covering letter, curriculum vitae and three recent examples of your 

written work via email to Chris Wilkins. 

 

Closing date: 20
th

 March 2017 

Study overview 

Background: The internet and globalisation are transforming access to illegal drugs, pharmaceuticals, 
dietary supplements and a growing array of new psychoactive substances (NPS), with important 
implications for substance use trends and related health harms. Dozens of NPS are now available via 
the internet, which mimic the effects of traditional drugs. The number of NPS identified in 
Asia/Oceania increased from 34 in 2009 to 131 in 2014. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODCP) recently concluded that NPS pose a ‘global public health risk’ and are a ‘significant 
challenge to the international drug control system’. 
 
NPS are marketed as ‘legal’ and ‘safer’ alternatives to existing drugs, but there is often limited 
information about their health risks and whether users are substituting or combining them with 
traditional drugs. These products and other drugs can also now be purchased anonymously online 
using encrypted websites or via social media. A number of New Zealand government agencies and 
NGOs have expressed concerned about the rapid emergence of NPS, and the role the internet may be 
playing in the spread of this new phenomena. These agencies are interested in research exploring 
these issues and related impacts in New Zealand. 

 
Aim: To investigate the impact new psychoactive substances (NPS) and the internet are having on 
traditional drug use and related harm in New Zealand 
 
Method: The project will utilise, and build on, two existing studies which monitor emerging drug use 
trends, i.e. the Illicit Drug Monitoring System [IDMS] and New Zealand Arrestee Drug Use Monitoring 
System [NZ-ADUM]. The IDMS interviews 300 frequent drug users each year in Auckland, Wellington 
and Christchurch, and has been conducted since 2006. NZ-ADUM interviews 800 police arrestees each 
year at Whangarei, Auckland Central, Wellington Central and Christchurch Central police stations and 
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has been conducted since 2010. The doctoral student will have access to existing data on NPS and the 
internet from these studies and will also have the opportunity to develop new questions to explore 
specific aspects of these issues. They will also be encouraged to complete their own investigations of 
online drug markets using the methodology of their choice and in discussion with their supervision 
team. 
 


