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Abstract 

In March this year two young men were convicted of the 2012 rape of a sixteen year old 

young woman in Steubenville, Ohio. The case made international news not because of the 

sexual violence itself, but because of the documentary evidence of it via social media, and the 

documentary evidence of it’s (what can only be called) celebration by at least some of the 

boys’ peers. Over 900 photographs and videos were reportedly taken, yet the abuse continued 

over the course of an evening. One of the young men convicted of rape was also convicted on 

child pornography charges for taking and distributing images of the young woman they 

raped, while she was inebriated, unconscious, and naked. Laurie Penny (2013), writing in the 

New Statesman, has described the case as ‘rape culture’s Abu Ghraib moment’. With 

reference to events at Steubenville, I will discuss the on-going ‘cultural conditions of 

possibility’ for sexual violence. In previous work (Gavey, 2005), I have discussed how rape 

is made possible (and in many cases unremarkable) within a cultural context in which 

gendered norms of (hetero) sexuality are normatively patterned around a relatively 

aggressive, initiating male sexuality and a relatively passive responsive female sexuality. 

What is perhaps under-recognized in this analysis, however, is the on-going role of misogyny 

in enabling discriminatory gendered patterns of sexual entitlement and sexual humiliation. 

Drawing on Ann Cahill’s notion of derivatization as a way of understanding the process of 

sexual violence, I will consider how similar dynamics are arguably at play in relation to the 

consumption of mainstream pornography in which masculine sexual dominance and the 

sexual humiliation of women are normalized, naturalized and eroticized. Although debate 

around pornography is fraught with complex gender and sexual politics, I will argue that it is 

nevertheless important to address the issue of misogyny, sexism, and racism within it. 

 


