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Remotely connecting to Mac running OS X 
 

The following document describes how to remotely connect from a Mac running OS X to another 

Mac running OS X. This is useful if you want to remotely connect to a work machine when you are 

off site. 

 

The document is separated into two sections - configuring the machine that will be connected to 

(normally your work machine) and connecting from another machine (normally your home 

machine). 

 

Note: You will need VPN connected if you want to connect from a Mac outside the Massey network. 

You will also need to be an administrator on the machine you are remotely connecting to when you 

first configure it for remote use. 

Configure the Machine you want to connect to (usually your work machine) 
1. Click the Apple in the top left of the screen and choose System Preferences. 

Click Sharing under the Internet & Wireless section. 

 
2. Click Remote Management. 
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3. Type the IT number of your Mac as the computer name if this is not displayed. 

4. When you click on Remote Management (step 2 above), you may be presented with a list of 
options to enable. Generally you should enable them all, but you may like to disable specific 
options e.g. the Restart and shut down option to avoid accidentally shutting the machine 
down remotely.  
Click OK once you’ve enabled the required options. 

 
 

5. It is recommended you specify individual users you wish to access the machine. 
Choose ‘Only these users’ under the Allow access for: section. 
Click the + button and choose your username from the list that is displayed. 
You can then click the options button (bottom right) to customise options (as in step 4 
above) for the selected user. 

 
Configuration of the machine is now complete. Close out of the Sharing / System 
Preferences by clicking the X in the top left. 

 

 

 

4 

5 



  Information Technology Services 

Page 3 of 3 
http://its.massey.ac.nz  Remotely connect to a Mac using Mac OS X 

Connect from your remote machine 
1. Note: If you are outside the Massey network, you will need to ensure VPN is connected first. 

For instructions on this please refer to the ITS website http://its.massey.ac.nz and search on 
VPN under Information Technology Services. 
 
From the Finder menu at the top of the screen, click Go->Connect to Server. 
 
Type vnc://<IT number of your machine>.massey.ac.nz as for the example below. 
 
Click Connect. 

 
 

2. If the connection settings are correct on the Mac you are remotely connecting to, you 
should see a login screen. 
Enter your massey network usercode + password and click the connect button. 

 
 

If you require further assistance, please contact the ITS Service Desk on ext. 82111. Further contact 

details are on our website http://its.massey.ac.nz  
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