
        
Sasakawa Fellowship Fund 

    for Japanese Language Education 
 

NZALT Hawke’s Bay Branch Junior Japanese Role Play Competition 2011 
Venue: Napier Girls’ High School 
Date: Friday 2nd December 2011 (Week 6 Term 4) 
Time: 1.00-3.00 

 
To all teachers of Japanese: 

 The purpose of this competition is to encourage students of Japanese in Years 7-10 to speak 
using the target language with confidence. 

 
Year Level Maximum Number of 

Competitors 
Topic Time Limit 

Year 7/8 One exhibition entry (group 
of 2-6 students)  

Role play or skit on the school’s 
choice of topic or theme. 

1-2 minutes 

Year 9 Two entries (two students 
per entry)  

Role play or skit on the topic  
“Making Friends” 

2-3 minutes 

Year 10 Two entries (one group of 2-
4 students)  
 

Theme is either Otanjoobi or 
Hanami. Students need to use the 
following phrase at least once 
during their performance. 
Otanjoobi - （お）たんじょうび	 
おめでとう（ございま

す）！ 
Hanami – きれいですね。 

2-3 minutes 

 

Additional Information 
1 Schools are to hold preliminary competitions in school, if necessary, to decide their 

representatives. 
2 Native speakers and students who have spent time in Japan for more than a month in total are 

not eligible to enter the Year 9 or Year 10 competitions. 
3 Students must be studying at the level of the competition they enter. 
4 Props and/or costumes may be used in the skits, role-plays or group dialogues. Desks and 

chairs will be available at the venue, all other props must be brought by the group. 
5 The content of the skits, role-plays or group dialogues must be student generated; the role 

play script must be written by students but can be checked for accuracy by teachers. 
6 One cue card no bigger that 10cm x 10cm is allowed per student. English key words only are 

to be written on the cue card. Any cue card(s) will be checked by the judges. 
7 All participants will be presented with a certificate of participation, so entries must be received 

by EMAIL/FAX on or before the due date – Friday 25th November (Week 5 Term 4) 
8 First and second prizes will be awarded for all competitions. 
9 There will be acknowledgements for special performances in the Year 7 & 8 demonstration 

category. 
10 Teachers are encouraged to bring supporters to this event. Please note this on the entry form. 
11 We will make a video of the competition. Please tell your students beforehand. 
12 Teachers need to accompany their students and stay with them at the venue to help with supervision. 
 
 
 



A Report on the NZALT H.B. Branch Junior Japanese Role Play Competition 2011 

 
It was our third role play competition in Hawke’s Bay. The standard of interaction using the 
Japanese language among students seems to become better every year as we have regular schools 
which take part in this competition. However, we have been having a problem with the timing of 
the competition; the same school was unable to join in the competition this year and last year. We 
will try to involve other schools in planning with us, so that we can hopefully have more schools 
participating in this competition. Also, so far we have been managing to have the competition at a 
different venue/school each year and we would like to keep it this way by doing the above. 

 
This time we had a group of 9 students from a local INTERMEDIATE school. They performed 
confidently using Japanese and made us think about the possibility of developing the Year 7/8 
exhibition to the competition; that school works closely with another local intermediate school and 
these two schools would probably be able to compete against each other. One good spin-off is that 
we are thinking about starting a language club with them to experience the world of the languages. 

 
We were very lucky to have two fine judges from the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese 
Language Education and the International Languages Exchanges and Pathways (ilep). Ms Naomi 
Collins from the Sasakawa gave our students an inspirational speech which became an annual event 
in this competition. With her PowerPoint presentation, she introduced former Japanese language 
students who attained success through hard work. Ms Tomoko Semba from the ilep gave 
constructive feedback on their role plays and the students seemed to really appreciate it. Both 
Napier Girls’ High School and Havelock North High School students were highly commended for 
their competence in demonstrating a very good manipulation of learnt vocabulary and sentence 
structures. A pair of the Havelock North High School boys was the winner of this year’s 
competition. 
 

We would like to thank the Sasakawa Fellowship for Japanese Language Education for their 
ongoing support for this role play competition and providing the opportunity for Hawke’s Bay 
schools to work together. The students and teachers here really appreciate the Sasakawa’s 
contribution to this annual event, including indispensable support and services from Ms Naomi 
Collins. 
 


