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of frugivores that disperse their seeds determine: (i) the speed of

germination and the percentage that germinate, which will depend upon
fruit and seed prt:n‘.cssing in the cligcsli\'c tract (among other factors); (i1)
the seed deposition pattern, influenced by the number of seeds and species
combination in the deposition (among other factors); and (iii) the plant
establishment success within a community, which is partly a function of the
type of material in which seeds are embedded at the time of deposition.
Most data demonstrating the different mechanisms by which frugivores
can affect seed fate are from studies performed with birds and mammals,
which are the numerically dominant dispersers in many systems. In
contrast, much less information has been gathered from other taxa, such as
reptiles or fish. Likewise, we also need more data from field experiments,
as most studies have performed germination tests under controlled
conditions.

In this chapter, we have reviewed the most relevant information on
this topic. From this review we have made a series of methodological
recommendations and suggestions for new research directions. We hope
these will be useful for those that continue to work on this line of research
as well as for those young investigators who are willing to delve into this
fascinating aspect of plant-animal interactions.
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