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He aha te mea nui o te ao? 
He tängata, he tängata, he tängata 
What is the most important thing in the world? 
It is people, it is people, it is people 
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UNIQUE IN NEW ZEALAND 
The Centre for Defence and Security Studies is New Zealand’s only centre for education in security and defence 
studies. We provide a full range of academic qualifications, from bachelor's degrees to postgraduate study, 
including Masters and Doctorates. 
We offer qualifications that equip students with the substantial knowledge and analytical skills to confront 
the complex security challenges of both today and the future. We also provide students with a rigorous, inter- 
disciplinary education that will contribute to their professional advancement. 
We are committed to building a world-class research programme to advance knowledge of defence and security 
and contribute to national, regional and global conversations. 
The Centre for Defence and Security Studies is committed to making a purposeful and meaningful contribution to 
understanding and addressing national, regional, and global issues of security with an emphasis on those issues 
important to New Zealand. 

Staff 
A strength of the Centre’s staff is that many have worked in the defence and security sector before deciding to 
apply their academic qualifications to an academic environment. This mix of academic and defence and security 
experience and qualifications ensures that our programmes are relevant to government, business and society. 

Connections 
We are well connected with government agencies in New Zealand and the Asia Pacific region. Our partners include 
the New Zealand Defence Force, Ministry for Primary Industries and New Zealand Police. We are fully committed 
to these existing partnerships and to forging further connections. 

Graduates 
We are proud to see our graduates represented in agencies and forces in New Zealand, Australia, Brunei- 
Darussalam, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Oman, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Singapore, 
South Korea, Thailand, Tonga, United Arab Emirates, Vietnam, the UK, the USA and others. 

 
Our graduates also work in defence and security related businesses worldwide. 
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SECURITY STUDIES @ MASSEY UNIVERSITY 
Security Studies critically analyses the factors that influence perceptions of security and insecurity, their effect on the behaviour of individuals and groups, and the ways 
in which those in positions of power and responsibility respond to them. Rapid technological and social change has given rise to unique security challenges such as 
violent extremism, environmental degradation and information-system vulnerabilities. Such challenges have stretched the boundaries of the field far beyond its 
traditional limits, raising new questions about what security is and how (and for whom) it is to be pursued. 

 
About the Security Studies Programme 
The Security Studies programme brings together scholars and practitioners from a range of intellectual disciplines and professional fields to develop innovative 
approaches to the theory and practice of security. Engaging with our multidisciplinary team, students acquire the analytical tools for critical and constructive thinking 
about security as well as the practical know-how to apply the tools to real-world security challenges. 
Our world provides numerous complex and multifaceted challenges to security. These include traditional interstate conflict, the threat of the spread of nuclear weapons, 
disputes linked to religious differences, control and exploitation of scarce resources, and the impact of globalisation and environmental change. 

 
Careers in Security Studies 
Massey offers New Zealand’s only specialist education in security studies. It examines 
security challenges such as biosecurity, conflict resolution and cyber-crime at community 
and government levels. Students will develop broad and transferable critical thinking skills. 
Students may also have the opportunity to do an internship with government agencies such as 
Customs or the New Zealand Police. 
By learning about how security pervades every aspect of society, you can prepare for a career 
that’s challenging, rewarding and will help make the world a safer place. Knowledge of security 
can be applied to a range of professions and vocations such as: 

 

• Government or non-government agencies 
• Commercial companies 
• Security 
• Foreign affairs 

• Trade, law 
• Intelligence 
• Border protection 
• Law enforcement 



 

DEFENCE STUDIES @ MASSEY UNIVERSITY 
The complexity of the global environment requires an understanding of defence issues 
broader than the study of war and human conflict. Contemporary approaches to Defence 
Studies extend beyond more traditional military topics with an exploration of the non-combat 
roles that military forces undertake such as humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and 
support to government agency operations, as well as examining the wider societal impact that 
the presence of a standing military force has within a state. 

 
About the Defence Studies Programme 
The Defence Studies programme examines how military forces seek to overcome the 
conceptual, strategic and operational challenges encountered in the expanded roles 
they are expected to fill. We focus on advancing the knowledge of military scholars, 
analysts and professionals by fostering critical perspectives on the nature and 
character of military operations as influenced and shaped by the political, social and 
technological fields of human endeavour. 
Defence Studies is not just for people employed in the military, it is for anyone with 
an interest in military operations, conventional and irregular warfare, military history, 
strategy, policy or peacekeeping for example. 

Careers in Defence Studies 
There is an increasing need for defence professionals, both military and civilian. 
Employers are looking for people with the intelligence, initiative and determination to 
work in a wide range of complex defence environments. These roles are integral to 
the safety of New Zealand, and the demand for qualified people who can fill these is 
exceptionally strong. 
Our graduates are employed in a broad range of areas such as border control, law, 
policing, management, defence, immigration, intelligence, foreign affairs and trade, 
business, and international relations. 
Defence studies is a great choice for a career in: 

 
• Civil defence and disaster relief 
• Diplomacy and conflict resolution 
• Peacekeeping and truce monitoring 
• Policy analysis 

• Education 
• Journalism and the media 
• Management and planning 
• Politics 



CERTIFICATE IN ARTS 
Structure 
The Certificate consists of 60 credits (four courses), with at least 45 credits (three courses) coming from the 
Bachelor of Arts Schedule. 
All credits can be taken from Defence and Security Studies undergraduate courses. 
The Certificate can be completed in one semester of full-time study, or over a longer period of part-time study. 
Students who complete the Certificate in Arts can proceed to the Diploma in Arts or Bachelor of Arts if they wish. 

How to Move to a Diploma? 
When you have passed four courses for the Certificate in Arts you can continue on with your study but for your next 
enrolment you enrol under the Diploma in Arts. The four courses you completed for the Certificate are transferred 
to your Diploma. 

 

DIPLOMA IN ARTS (SECURITY STUDIES) 
Management of threats to security is an important dimension of government and public policy. If you are interested in 
local and global security issues, Massey’s Diploma in Arts (Security Studies) will give you knowledge in this area. 
This diploma offers early- to mid-career professional development to those working in public and private 
organisations where security is important. It is also open to any other students who wish to enrol. 

REQUIREMENTS 
The requirements for the Diploma in Arts endorsed in Security Studies are: 

• Pass the core courses: 
230.111 T̄u Kupu: Writing and Inquiry     294.180  Introduction to Security Studies 
230.112 T̄u Arohae: Critical Thinking 

• Pass 75 credits (five courses, including 294.180) in Security 
Studies consisting of: at least 45 credits (three courses) at 200- and 
300-level in Security Studies 30 credits (two courses) at any level in 
Security Studies 

• The remaining 30 credits (two courses) for the Diploma in Arts can be 
from Part II of the schedule for the Bachelor of Arts degree (including 
further courses from the security studies) and/or courses offered in 
defence studies or other undergraduate degrees. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIPLOMA IN ARTS (DEFENCE STUDIES) 
The Diploma in Arts (Defence Studies) is a unique programme that combines the 
study of modern defence studies and military history with broad and transferable 
critical-thinking skills. 

REQUIREMENTS 
The requirements for the Diploma in Arts endorsed in Defence Studies are: 

• Pass the core courses: 
230.111 T̄u Kupu: Writing and Inquiry             294.115  War and Society 
230.112 T̄u Arohae: Critical Thinking 

• Pass 75 credits (five courses, including 294.115 War and 
Society  in Defence Studies consisting of: at least 45 credits 
(three courses) at 200- and 300-level in Defence Studies 30 credits 
(two courses) at any level in Defence Studies 

• The remaining 30 credits (two courses) for the Diploma in Arts can be 
from Part II of the schedule for the Bachelor of Arts degree (including 
further courses in defence studies) and/or courses offered in security 
studies or other undergraduate degrees. 



BACHELOR OF ARTS (SECURITY STUDIES) 
MAJOR OR MINOR 
Our world provides numerous complex and multifaceted challenges to security. These include traditional interstate 
conflict, the threat of the spread of nuclear weapons, disputes linked to religious differences, control and 
exploitation of scarce resources, and the impact of globalisation and environmental change. 
Management of threats to security is an important dimension of government and public policy. If you are 
interested in local and global security issues, Massey’s Bachelor of Arts (Security Studies) will give you 
knowledge in this area. 
You can take security studies as a major to develop a specialisation, or a minor to complement other subject 
choices. It’s a flexible degree that will equip you for a number of careers. 
The security studies programme is highly interdisciplinary. Your education will draw on the academic knowledge 
and professional experience of staff from across the University. 

Bachelor Of Arts (Security Studies) Structure 
You may know you have an interest in Security Studies but you are unsure about what courses might complement 
this interest or lead on to a second major, or minor. 

Getting Started 
The following list helps with planning your study. A usual full-time workload for first year is eight courses; four 
courses in semester one, and four courses in semester two. Alternatively part-time study would include one to 
three courses per semester. 

 
YOU MUST TAKE: 
294.180 Introduction to Security Studies 
230.110 T̄urangawaewae: Identity and 

Belonging in Aotearoa New Zealand 
230.111 T̄u Kupu: Writing and Inquiry 
230.112 T̄u Arohae: Critical Thinking 

REQUIREMENTS 
Security Studies is for anyone with an interest in 
security, for example, emerging security issues, 
global trade, border security, strategy, terrorism 
and political violence and policing. 

Major Requirements 
A major in Security Studies must include 294.180 
Introduction to Security Studies, 2 courses at 200- 
level and 4 courses at 300-level. 

Minor Requirements 
A minor in Security Studies requires 5 courses, 
including the compulsory course and at least one 
course at 300-level. 
You can choose several elective courses during 
your degree. These can also be taken from the 
Defence and Security Studies course schedule. 

Double Major 
It is also possible to study for a double major in 
Security Studies and Defence Studies. 

 

Note – major, minor and elective course requirements 
are subject to regulatory approval before being offered in 
2019. 



BACHELOR OF ARTS (DEFENCE STUDIES) 
MAJOR OR MINOR 
You’ll follow a unique programme that combines the study of contemporary defence studies with broad 
and transferable critical-thinking skills. 
Our programme partners are government agencies that contribute to national, regional and global defence and 
security, as well as peace and humanitarian aid initiatives. 
It is possible to have a great career in New Zealand or the international community, in a broad range of areas. 
There’s increasing demand for defence professionals, both military and civilian. Employers are looking for people 
with the intelligence, initiative and determination to work in a wide range of complex defence environments. 
You could work not just for the military, but also in areas such as public education, peacekeeping and intelligence. 
These roles are integral to the safety of New Zealand, and the demand for qualified people who can fill these is 
exceptionally strong. 

Bachelor Of Arts (Defence Studies) Structure 
You can begin your major by choosing from a number of 100-level courses in Defence Studies. These courses look 
at areas such as war and society, military power and the history of warfare. Select your first-year courses from the 
ones available in the year you want to begin your major. 

Getting Started 
You may know you have an interest in Defence Studies but you are unsure about what courses might complement 
this interest or lead on to a second major, or minor. 
A usual full-time workload for first year is eight courses; four courses in Semester One, and four courses in 
Semester Two. Alternatively part-time study would include one to three courses per semester. 
The following list helps with planning your study. 
YOU MUST TAKE: 
294.115 War and Society 
230.110 Turangawaewae: Identity and 

Belonging in Aotearoa New Zealand 
230.111 Tu Kupu: Writing and Inquiry 
230.112 Tu Arohae: Critical Thinking 

REQUIREMENTS 
Defence Studies is not just for people employed in 
the military, it is for anyone with an interest in 
defence studies, for example, conventional warfare, 
irregular warfare, global defence challenges, 
peacekeeping and cyber-security. 

Major Requirements 
A major in Defence Studies must include 
2 courses at 100-level (including 294.115 War and 
Society), 2 courses at 200-level and 4 courses at 
300-level. 
You can choose several elective courses during 
your degree. These can also be taken from the 
Defence and Security Studies course schedule. 

 

Minor Requirements 
A minor in Defence Studies requires 5 courses, 
including the compulsory courses and at least one 
course at 300-level. 

Double Major 
It is also possible to study for a double major in 
Defence Studies and Security Studies. 

 
Note – major, minor and elective course requirements are 
subject to regulatory approval before being offered in 2019. 



BACHELOR OF ARTS (DEFENCE AND SECURITY STUDIES) 
WITH HONOURS 
The core of this specialised programme is the contemporary world of modern defence and security, including 
the impact on media, technology and conflict resolution at local and global levels. 

THE ONLY HONOURS DEGREE OF ITS TYPE IN NEW ZEALAND 
Massey offers New Zealand’s only specialist education in defence and security studies. If you want to go on to 
postgraduate study, it serves as a pathway to a higher research degree. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
Admission to this programme is open to students who have completed one of the following: 

• A Bachelor of Arts degree with a major in Defence or Security Studies or close equivalent; 
• A Bachelor of Arts degree with a minor in Defence or Security Studies, followed by a Graduate 

Certificate in Arts endorsed in Defence or Security Studies; 
• A Bachelor of Arts degree followed by a Graduate Diploma of Arts in Defence or Security Studies. 

Students must have achieved at least a B grade average over the 200 and 300-level courses in 
Defence or Security Studies; 

• Or a relevant related undergraduate qualification. 

Bachelor Of Arts With Honours (Defence and Security Studies) Structure 
The programme consists of 120 credits of 700-level courses from the BA (Hons) Defence and Security Studies 
schedule, with a research report taken as the final course. 
This qualification will be awarded with a class of Honours. 

Requirements 
All requirements must be completed within one year for full-time study or within three years for part-time study. 

Courses 
Compulsory courses (90 credits): 
294.711 Theories in Defence and Security and 
294.790 Research Methods in Defence and Security further 30 credits from the 700-level Defence and 
294.798 Research Report (30 credits) Security Studies course schedule. 

or 294.798 and the further 30 credits at 700-level can be substituted with a 60 credit Research Report 



 
 

UNDERGRADUATE DEFENCE AND SECURITY STUDIES COURSES - 2019 
Note – all courses are subject to University approval prior to being offered in 2019 

All courses are 15 credits each 

100-level Undergraduate Courses 
294.115 War and Society D 

294.140 Military Power D 

294.151 History of Warfare D 

294.170 Introduction to Border Security S 

294.180 Introduction to Security Studies S 

 
 
 

 S Security Studies Course 
D Defence Studies Course 

 

All courses can be taken as electives if 
they fit the specific programme 
requirements and regulations. 

200-level Undergraduate Courses 
294.201 States, Borders and Resource Security S 

294.202 Human Security S 

294.215 Global Defence Challenges D 

294.245 Irregular Warfare D 

294.255 Conventional Warfare D 

294.272 Intelligence in the Security Environment S 

294.280 Security Issues in the Asia Pacific S 

300-level Undergraduate Courses 
294.301 Legacies of War D 

294.302 Civil Military Relations D 

249.303 Small, Civil and Dirty Wars D 

294.304 Cyber and Information Security S 

294.306 Security, Governance and Management S 

294.309 Defence and Security Project D S 

294.325 Peacekeeping D 

294.350 History of Defence & Security Intelligence D S 

294.381 Terrorism and Political Violence S 

294.382 Biosecurity S 

 
Offered with the School of Psychology 
175.304 The Psychology of Security S 

 

Note - Not all papers are offered in every semester. 

 
The BA (Hons) Defence and Security Studies courses are part of the 700-level course schedule which can be viewed at http://bit.ly/2NP9JGl    



TOENROL: MASSEY.AC.NZ/ENROL 
FOR COURSE AND PROGRAMME ADVICE: 

UNDERGRADUATE 
Contact: Chris Rothery, Senior Lecturer 
Email: cdss@massey.ac.nz 

 
MASSEY UNIVERSITY CONTACT CENTRE: 

Telephone: 0800 MASSEY (0800 627 739) 
From Outside NZ: +64 6 350 5701 
Chat: chat.massey.ac.nz 
Text: 5222 

CONTACT DETAILS 
CENTRE FOR DEFENCE AND SECURITY STUDIES 

DIRECTOR 
Professor Rouben Azizian 

 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
Dr Germana Nicklin 

ALBANY 
Atrium Building, East Precinct, Dairy Flat Highway (SH17), North Shore 0632 

 
MANAWATÜ 
Social Sciences Tower, Level 6, University Avenue 
Private Bag 11 222, Palmerston North 4442 

WELLINGTON 
Block 7, Level D, Wallace Street, Mt Cook 6021 

 
FIND US ON: 
Web: cdss.massey.ac.nz 
Facebook: CDSSMasseyUniversity 
Twitter: CDSSMassey 
Linkedin: linkedin.com/groups/13604333 
 
Youtube: bit.ly/2P2uQd5 or search for “CDSS Massey University” 
 

 
Telephone: +64 6 350 5876 
Email: cdss@massey.ac.nz

mailto:cdss@massey.ac.nz
http://bit.ly/2P2uQd5
mailto:cdss@massey.ac.nz
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