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SOCIAL SCIENTISTS CALL FOR
MORE COLLABORATION TO SOLVE
NEW ZEALAND ISSUES
Why do we have such high levels of pollution?
Why are so many of our young people and
farmers committing suicide? Why do we have so
many homeless people begging on Queen Street
in Auckland? Finding answers to questions
like these is front of mind for many of Massey
University’s social science researchers as they
seek to understand why such issues occur in a
developed country like New Zealand.
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Dr Vicky Walters lectures in the School of People,
Environment and Planning. She received an Early Career
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Research award in 2014, and a Massey University

understanding of the social world through social sciences

Research Fellowship for 2015 and 2016 for her research

research that has an interdisciplinary focus, says Dr Walters.

project, Sanitation injustice: Understanding the inequality

“Understanding can’t exist in isolation. To make
the world a better place we need to be increasingly
exploring opportunities to broaden our knowledge from

of defecation in South Asia. She was also awarded an
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She firmly believes that in order to combat multidimensional issues, scholars from different disciplines,
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governmental and international organisations to address
issues of poverty and inequality.
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