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Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated 
people on the planet. We are not an innately 
criminal people. Our children are alienated 
from their families at unprecedented rates. 
This cannot be because we have no love for 

them. And our youth languish in detention in 
obscene numbers. They should be our hope 

for the future. These dimensions of our crisis 
tell plainly the structural nature of our 

problem. 
This is the torment of our powerlessness. 
(Uluru Statement from the Heart, 2017)

Bringing Them Home: 
Inquiry into the Separation 
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Islander Children from Their Families

1997

Little Children are Sacred: 
NT Inquiry into protection of Aboriginal 

Children from Sexual Abuse = 
Intervention

2007



“Justice” in Australia

“Australia is entering a second convict age” 
(Dr Andrew Leigh MP, 2019)
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“Acoustical agency” (Rice 2016)

“Sonic agency” (LaBelle 2018)

Brisbane 
Women’s 

Correctional 
Centre



Principles & 
Approaches

Acoustic Ecology

Dadirri (deep active 
listening)

Indigenous storywork and 
yarning

Arts-led inquiry

Poetic inquiry



Reflective drawings

Creative Process

River of words 
‘Belonging Place’

Sound mapping



Spiritually alive
Like a dreamtime story
Like they were children guiding me
Everything makes a sound
Always listen to the birds and the old people
The sounds of footprints going through country
It takes you back to the time before there were cities
My ancestors were there, telling me where to walk
When you hear it, you can feel it
Sitting in the dark, can’t hear, no bird, no fire
I can’t say the meaning
The true meaning is deep within us, in the dance
The only thing I hear is my heart beating
I feel warm, I feel myself
Centering your spirit

Group soundscape 
and poem



“The body is a resonant chamber, a place for the 
articulation and amplification of many experiences. 
Colonization has interrupted this resonance.” 
Peter Morin, 2016 (Tahltan Nation)

Listening to Country: Beyond the pilot



This picture re-presents the country where we’ve gathered for
the Listening to country project as women, artists and
storytellers – it is the place where we’ve gathered to listen. This
place is on Yuggerah country and through it runs the Brisbane
River, also known as Maiwar in some places. The circle that
marks the site of our project is the site where the BWCC remand
centre is located and from it flows the echoes of symbols that
represent sounds, music and song. These echoes all flow to a
point in the sky known now as the Southern Cross (although it
has many other names in Aboriginal languages across
Australia) Maiwar, the Brisbane river … has not been drawn as
it traditionally is on the maps that define Brisbane, with North
at the top of the page. This is a reminder that we see, and we
hear, the world differently ‘down under’ (Vicki Saunders).
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