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Kids in the city: Accommodating children 
in intensifying Auckland

Kids in the City is a study of 10-12 year old children’s use and 
experiences of Auckland neighbourhoods. Living in vastly different 
neighbourhood environments, from inner city apartment blocks to 
suburban settings, 250 children kept trip dairies and wore GPS and 
accelerometers for seven days to reveal where they go, how they 
move about the city and how active they are in different settings. 
During walking interviews and in group discussions with peers they 
also talked about their neighbourhood experiences – their likes and 
dislikes, their concerns and fears. 

Children need neighbourhoods which provide safe places to play and 
facilitate their independence and social interactions.  They risk losing 
out in an intensifying city unless these needs are acknowledged. 
Auckland Council’s ‘children first’ approach could incorporate 
opportunities for children’s input into neighbourhood design. 

We will illustrate the diversity of Auckland children’s neighbourhood 
experiences in relation to their mobility, play spaces, recreational 
opportunities and street encounters and highlight their ideas for 
creating  more ‘child friendly’ neighbourhoods.  

Date:  Wednesday 6th November 

Venue:  Limelight Room, Aotea Square

Time:  1.00pm - 2.30pm

Karen Witten is a Professor of Public Health 
at SHORE & Whariki Research Centre at 
Massey University.  She is a geographer 
and psychologist with an interest in urban 
neighbourhoods and how their design 
and infrastructure influences the social 
relationships, transport choices and well-
being of residents. Kids in the City is one of 
a number of studies she is working on set in 
Auckland neighbourhoods. 

Professor Karen Witten

Robin Kearns is Professor of Geography in the 
School of Environment at the University of 
Auckland. He has research interests spanning 
social, cultural and health geography and 
edits three journals: Health & Place, Health 
and Social Care in the Community, and Journal 
of Transport and Health. Robin’s service 
roles have included being on the board of 
the Centre for Housing Research (CHRANZ) 
and a member of the National Health 
Committee. His interest in child-friendly cities 
began through observing his own children’s 
experience. A combination of involvement in 
his local primary school and these research 
interests led to his involvement in establishing 
walking school buses in Auckland.

Professor Robin Kearns

In association with RIMU (Research, Investigations and Monitoring Unit)
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