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E te Whānau o Te Rau Puawai,

Tena koutou katoa.

Congratulations to those of you who have been awarded bursaries for 2016; 
well done.  You are following in the footsteps of more than 300 Te Rau Puawai 
graduates in Psychology, Social Work, Disability, Nursing, Māori Health & Studies, 
Public health, Rehabilitation, Midwifery, Health Management, and Health Science.  
Obtaining a Te Rau Puawai bursary, however, is of course a double-edged sword.  
On the one hand the bursary will help you on your way to completing a health 
qualification but on the other hand it also carries with it quite large expectations.  
We want you to succeed and, more to the point, we also want you to make 
significant contributions to the health of our people.  

The Māori health workforce has increased dramatically over the past three or 
so decades and we are we now have more than a critical mass of well qualified 
people working in a wide range of areas.   Growing the workforce has been a 
major focus in the past and it needs to continue.  But it is also quite likely that the 
expectations on tomorrow’s health workforce will focus more and more on the 
prevention of illness and disability as well as the treatment and care of individuals.  
Whānau Ora has been a step in that direction: it is concerned with addressing 
immediate problems, including health problems, but it is also about building 
whānau capability so that health problems don’t arise.  

So, while most of you expect to be working in the treatment and care arena, it is 
highly probable that you will also be increasingly expected to work with others to 
prevent diseases.  Working with others means working with Iwi groups, working 
with experts in other health disciplines, and working with people from other 
sectors (such as education and housing).  

The health problems that our people face are increasingly complex and are 
intertwined with a range of other problems.  In the future managing a person with 
type 2 diabetes for example might require the health worker to join a team that 
includes a nutritionist, a fitness trainer, an educationalist, a whānau leader, and a 
pharmacist.

But, back to the present, the immediate task is to finish this year with high grades 
and a wealth of new knowledge.  We fully expect that at the end of this academic 
year you will be able to say ‘kua oti pai’. 

Kia kaha, kia maia.

Mason Durie KNZM

FOREWORD
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SUSAN ABBOTT
Ko Kapowai tōku maunga
Ko Waikare tōku awa
Ko Ngātokimatawhaorua te Waka
Ko Ngā Puhi te iwi
Ko Ngāti Hine me Te Kapotai nga hapu
Ko Turuki te Marae
Ko Moetu Clark (nee Hoori) tōku māmā
Ko Sue Abbott (nee Clark) tōku ingoa
Kia Ora whānau 

I am from Opua, in the Bay of Islands and 

my mother was born not far from the car ferry landing at Opua.  I had lived most of my adult life 

in Auckland until 2005, apart from 5 years in The Netherlands.  I now live in Whangarei with my 

husband and son.  I currently work at Whangarei Boys High School teaching Special Needs students 

and volunteer at Te Puna o Te Aroha – Māori Womens Refuge, Whangarei.  I look forward to getting 

to know some of you.

Nga mihi, Sue. 

AGNES ALLEN 
Ko Kirioke te Maunga
Ko Punakitere te Awa
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te Waka
Ko Te Iringa te Marae
Ko Ngati Tautahi te Hapu
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi
Ko Paora raua ko Heeni Mau oku Maatua
Ko Ron raua ko Hokimate Dixon oku matua
Ko Agnes Allen ahau

Kia ora koutou, 

I’m Westie (Auckland) born and relocated to Kaitaia in 1999 with my whānau.  At that time we had 

two daughters, soon after arriving in Kaitaia I fell pregnant with my son, closely followed by our third 

daughter.  My two oldest daughters are in their 20’s now and attend Otago University (nutrition 

degree/medical school) with the two younger ones seniors at college. I am in my last four papers 

of my Post Graduate Diploma Psychology and have just received provisional entry into the Masters 

programme for next year.  I work for the DHB as a mental health worker in a subacute unit and really 

enjoy working closely with our tangata whaiora and their whānau.  In my spare time I go hiking with 

my mates, we are sectional hikers of the Te Araroa Trail, so far we have walked the trails from Cape 

Reinga to Auckland and we will tackle the Tongariro Crossing later this year.  I have been fortunate 

that TRP supported me in my degree, after 3 years away from TRP support, I can honestly say that TRP 

nurtures and protects Te Ao Māori and supports me to find my place within the university to succeed.  

I am so thankful to be back with TRP.  The benefits of being on TRP is the inclusion and regular contact 

with others who understand the challenges of working, raising a family, studying and just trying to 

keep your head above water.  The added benefit of TRP has been a reduced student loan, without 

TRP financial assistance over the years, I think my student loan would be even scarier than it is now. 

Nga mihinui TRP
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TE AO O TE RANGI APAAPA 
Ko Mauao toku Maunga
Ko Tauranga toku Moana
Ko Matakana toku Motu
Ko Takitimu rauako Tainui te Waka
Ko Okauia toku Ngahere
Ko Wairoa ko Mangapiko nga Awa
Ko Ngati Ranginui rauako Ngati Rangi te iwi
Ko Ngati Hinerangi te Hapū
Ko Raukawa te Iwi
Ko Tangata toku Marae
Ko Te Ao Ote Rangi Apaapa toku ingoa.

Kia Ora my name is Te Ao, I was raised on Matakana Island in 

Tauranga and lived on our Pā in Okauia Matamata, I am the 

oldest of 5 brothers and I have three beautiful Daughters.

Before pursuing academia, I served our country in the NZ 

Army as a Rifleman. Once I left the Army I had the opportunity 

as a Youth worker to mentor and help Rangatahi and in 2012 I 

opened a Youth centre in Horowhenua. 2016 is the final year 

of my Bachelor of Arts Degree, majoring in Psychology with Māori as a minor. With this tohu I 

envisage continuing on a pathway towards a career in Psychology, focused towards Whānau ora,  

Mauri ora and Wai ora, this goal is possible through the manakitanga and aroha from Te Rau Puawai.  

Māori wellbeing is priority when it comes to Te Rau Puawai, and for this reason I feel honoured to 

be a part of this whānau.  The benefits this programme has for me is that they provide the space for 

Māori students to share knowledge towards the hauora of our people.

PIXIE ARMSTRONG-BARRINGTON 
Ko Tarakeha te maunga
Ko Opepe te awa 
Ko Mataatua te waka 
Ko Opape te marae
Ko Whakatohea te iwi
Ko Ngai Tamahaua te hapu
Ko Pixie Armstrong-Barrington toku ingoa

Kia ora koutou,

I was born and bred in Northland. Currently, I am in my 

internship year of the Doctorate of Clinical Psychology 

programme at the Albany campus. I am so grateful for all the support that being a part of Te Rau 

Puawai offers. I look forward to seeing you all again at the next hui. 

Nga mihi,
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AMELIA BACKHOUSE-SMITH
Ko Maungakiekie te maunga
Ko Waitemata te moana
Ko Māhuhu ki te rangi te waka
Ko Ngāti Whātua te iwi
Ko Te Taoū te hapū
Ko Reweti te marae
Ko Angie tōku māmā
Ko David tōku pāpā
Ko Reuben tāku teina
Ko Amelia tāku ingoa

Kia ora whānau,

I grew up in Waitakere, Auckland with my wonderful mum 

and younger brother. My whānau seems to enjoy study with 

mum completing her Master’s in psychology and my brother 

studying law and commerce. This year I’ve moved down to Wellington to begin my first year in the 

Doctorate of Clinical Psychology programme. This is my first year with Te Rau Puawai and I feel 

privileged for the tautoko and inspired for the mahi ahead. The main benefits from TRP are receiving 

encouragement and inspiration for my studies and future work from Te Rau Puawai whānau who 

are passionate about contributing towards Māori mental health and learning from and being guided 

by the experiences and knowledge of fellow Te Rau Puawai bursars

Mauri ora na,

Amelia

DANIELLE BELL
Ko Taupiri me Ruapehu me Pukekaroro toku Maunga
Ko Waikato me Wanganui me Oruawharo toku Awa
Ko Tainui me Aotea me Mahuhuoterangi toku Waka
Ko Waikare me Ngapuwaiwaha me Oruawharo toku 
Marae
Ko Ngati Haua me Te Uri o Hau toku Hapu
Ko Waikato me Ngati Maniapoto me Ngati Whatua toku 
Iwi
Ko Danielle Katherine de Thierry Bell toku ingoa

Kia Ora whānau,

My whānau hail from the mighty King Country in the Waikato 

and Kaipara in the North. I have a beautiful 6 year old daughter Alexandria and live in Mangere, South 

Auckland. I currently work for Whakatupu Ora – Infant Mental Health Service at CMDHB, which 

is a specialist service working with the social and emotional wellbeing of babies, infants and their 

whānau.  I am in the clinical year for the Postgraduate Diploma in Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 

making this my 4th year and 2nd degree receiving TRP support! Being a TRP bursar has been pivotal 

in my journey at Massey, offering me a sense of belonging and a place to connect with other Māori 

students. The benefit of being with TRP is your academic journey is never in isolation, the support is 

there if you ask for it and there is always a sense of whānau! A major highlight of my time at Massey 

is being part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau! May you all go well this year with your studies!
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ESTHER BELL
Ko Hikurangi te Maunga
Ko Waiapu te Awa
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi
Ko Te Whānau a Hinerupe, Ko Te Aitanga a Mate nga hapu
Ko Hinerupe, Ko Materoa, Ko Hiruharama nga marae
Ko Esther Bell ahau

Kia Ora Whānau

I feel privileged to be part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau for 

the second year. Born in Waipiro Bay and raised in Te Araroa. 

I have 3 sons, 6 mokopuna, married to Alby Bell and live in 

Hastings. Employed (18 years) by Taiwhenua o Heretaunga 

Trust.  I’m working towards Bachelor of Arts psychology major. To those of you who have joined 

our TRP whānau – Nau mai, haere mai.

Ma te Atua koutou katoa e manaaki,

Na, Esther

CHRISTINE BEST
No Whakatane Ahau
Ko Taranaki te Maunga
Ko Waitara te Awa
Ko Te Atiawa te Iwi
Ko Best te Whānau a Taku Tane
Ko Stockman Taku Ingoa Whānau
Ko Christine toku ingoa

Kia Ora 

I am doing Year 3 of a Bachelor of Social Work via distance 

learning. I am married with two children, 10 & 6 years old and 

we live on a dairy farm in Whakatane. Completing full time 

study is a struggle with young children and a farming husband 

but I love the challenge and am really enjoying the learning 

process. This is my first year on the programme however I 

already feel welcomed and accepted by everyone. The benefit of being a part of Te Rau Puawai is 

definitely the support given, both academically and personally. It is a whānau and that is how they 

treat you.
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TERESA BOWEN
Ko Hikurangi te maunga
Ko Waiapu te awa
Ko Horouta te tangata
Ko Ngati Porou te iwi
Ko Matahi O Te Tau Te Marae
Ko Te Whānau A Hungaara Te Hapu
Ko Mohi Turei Korohina Toku Tupuna Papa
Ko Mere Matekino Korohina toku mama
Ko Te Arawa toku waka
Ko Ngati Whaoa me Ngati Tahu oku hapu
Ko Waahi te marae
Ko Waikato te awa
Ko Ruihana (Lou) Fraser-Phillips toku papa

Tena koutou katoa

I grew up in Rotorua, Bay of Plenty. I have 7 siblings. 

I have been a primary school teacher for 14 years. I am retraining to become a social worker and 

doing a MASW through Massey. I eventually want to specialise in addictions and mental health. I am 

also thinking about working as a SWIS as I know the education environment and there is always a 

need. I am a CYFS carer as well. I was surprised and very grateful to be a recipient of a Te Rau Puawai 

scholarship and like the whānau environment. This is my first year of TRP support and had a great 

time in Albany earlier this year. During our masters students’ introductions I got to see what paths 

people were taking which has given me some ideas. I have been able to seek advice and guidance 

with TRP staff and I appreciate the financial assistance.

No reira mihi mai karanga mai ra e

Mauriora

NIKKI BURGOYNE 
Ko Maungataniwha te Maunga
Ko Aurere te Awa
Ko Mamaru te Waka
Ko Parapara te Marae
Ko Ngapuhi te Hapu
Ko Ngati Kahu te Iwi
Ko Nikki Burgoyne toku ingoa

Kia Ora TRP whānau

I grew up in Kaitaia, Northland. My parents and extended 

whānau still live there. I am the Clinical Product Coordinator for Northland DHB based at Whangarei 

Hospital and I manage all 4 NDHB hospitals. My background is in Paramedicine. I am currently 

completing a Bachelor of Health Psychology and intend to complete this mid 2017. I have 2 

daughters – 1 who is completing her last year at AUT studying Criminology. My youngest daughter 

attends Bream Bay College. My husband, youngest daughter and I live in Ruakaka, Northland. 

Having continuous support through the highs and lows from TRP is great. Feels good to belong 

to a group of people who are also on the same path as me. Makes me feel proud to represent TRP.

Nga Mihi, Nikki
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CERA CHARLESTON
Ko Hikurangi te Maunga
Ko Waiapu te Awa
Ko Takitimu te Waka
Ko Te Ngira te Marae
Ko Turei te Hapu
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi
Ko Cera Mackenzie Charleston toku ingoa

Kia Ora whānau

I grew up in Kawerau, which is located in the Bay of Plenty 

where my mother grew up, with my parents and 2 siblings. I 

am currently completing my first year at University, studying 

Psychology through a Bachelor of Arts, in order to reach my 

dream of becoming a Clinical Psychologist. I was so honoured 

when I discovered that I had been accepted into the Te Rau Puawai programme this year and am 

thankful for all of the support I have already received in my very first year of study.

Nga Mihi, Cera

JAMES CHERRINGTON
James Cherrington tōku ingoa 
Ko Su Olsson  tōku mama
Ko Paki Cherrington tōku papa
Ko Para Kore te maunga 
Ko Maruarua te awa
Ko Ngāpuhi te iwi
Ko Ngatokimatawhaurua te waka
Ko Ngati Hine te hapū
Ko Ngararatunua te marae

Kia ora koutou katoa, I am a student here at Massey University 

working towards a qualification in Social Work. Theatre, 

watching sports, and spending time with my wife and children are my passions. Completing my 

course of study will provide a better future for my whānau. 
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JANINE COPELAND
Ko Mataatua taku waka
Ko Pūtauaki rāua ko Parekohe āku maunga
Ko Ōriini rāua ko Ohinemataroa āku awa
Ko Ngai Taiwhakaea, ko Ngāti Hokopu, ko Ngāti Ngāhere, 
ko Ngāti Pūkeko, me Ngāti Hamua āku hapū
Ko Ngāti Awa, ko Ngai Tūhoe me Te Whakatōhea āku iwi 
mai i Ngā Kuri a Whārei ki Tihirau
Kō te whānau Thrupp rātou kō te whānau Pōha, kō te 
whānau Keepa aku whānau
Nō Whakatane ahau ēngari e noho ana ahau i Tāneātua 
inaianei. E mahi ana ahau i Te Ara Poutama o Aotearoa ki 
Kawerau.
Ko Janine Copeland taku ingoa

Tihei Mauriora!

I am at the beginning of my study part time completing a Bachelor of Arts majoring in Psychology 

and Māori Studies. I am a busy mum of a gorgeous 17 year old daughter and a boisterous 7 year old 

son with a very full life!  I am humbled and privileged to be a part of Te Rau Puawai and am thankful 

for the support I receive as a bursar, having previously tried to study by distance, without great 

success. I look forward to meeting more tauira at hui and during block courses and hope to remain 

part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau through to completion of my tohu.
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MARIA DAVEY
Ko Pureora toku Maunga
Ko Waimiha toku awa
Ko Tainui toku waka
Ko Mangapeehi pa toku Marae
Ko Ngati Rereahu toku Hapu
Ko Ngati Maniapoto toku Iwi
Ki te taha o toku tipuna whaea
Ko Ruahine toku maunga
Ko Tukituki toku awa
Ko Takitimu te waka
Ko Ngati kahungunu ki Heretaunga toku iwi
Ko Mataweka toku marae
He uri ahau hoki i Ngati Porou, Ngai Tuhoe
Ki te taha o toku whaea he Engarani me Airani hoki.
Ko Paora Oiroa Tewi toku matua
Ko Marie Wildermoth toku whaea
Ko Maria Davey toku ingoa

I first enrolled on MA Psychology in 2013 and have been a TRP recipient since then.  I have had to 

change my programme in 2015 due to a change in MA entry requirements and am now working 

to complete my PGDip Psychology in 2017.  My study has been part-time while I work and it has 

been both a challenge and a blessing.  It is an honour and a privilege to be supported by TRP and 

the TRP whānau katoa. There are many benefits to being a TRP recipient, from having a space 

on campus to go print and use computers, to meet with and catch up with other TRP recipients. 

We also have the added benefit of mentoring throughout our studies and an Academic mentor 

who can assist us through our courses.  There is bi-annual headstart hui where we get to meet 

the large number of other students who are also on the TRP programme to whakawhānaunga 

and to hear each other’s stories and learn how to manage study commitments.  We were also 

able to attend the recent conference (2015) celebrating 15 years of supporting Māori students to 

succeed where we were exposed to various graduates who are succeeding in their chosen fields.  

It is a real honour to be counted among the TRP recipients.  May I live up to the potential I have 

been able to witness through my exposure to the TRP programme.
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BENJI DIAZ
Ko Benjamin GS Diaz te hunga ora nei
Ko Mangaemiemi (Mangamimi) te Maunga
Ko Pupuke te Awa
Ko Whangaroa, ko Mangonui nga Whangamahanga
Ko Kurahaupo, ko Mamari, ko Tinana nga Waka
Ko Te Huia, ko Tahaawai, ko Kenana Te Ranginui nga Marae
Ko Ngati TeUruroa, ko TeTahaawai, ko Matarahurahu nga Hapu
Ko NgaPuhi, ko NgatiKahu nga Iwi
Ko Benji ahau, no Moerewa.

Tena koutou e nga Hinu-ta-waka o nga Matua, Tupuna e 

whakarauika, e whakahuihui mai ra i raro i pouhaki o Te Rau 

Puawai, he Waka Huia, he Waka Kaeaea.

Greetings to all those chosen, those assembled ones encircling Te Rau Puawai, a special chamber 

where at, significant patronage resides and from where voices are given flight.

TRP affords me and other fortunate relatives the opportunity to be acknowledged and rewarded for 

personal sacrifice and for due diligence in our individual and collective pursuit of higher educational 

achievement, peer accreditation and, honours, for bestowal upon the magnanimous.

TRP provides us with financial incentive and opportunity to serve one another and our fellow man in 

a controlled, safe and educationally progressive environment, thereby preparing us for the chances 

and choices of life to serve our nation, its people, our neighbours and, humanity.

GAYLENE DOBBYN
Ko Tongariro te Maunga
Ko Tongariro te Awa
Ko Te Arawa te Waka
Ko Hirangi Tokaanu te Marae
Ko Ngati Turangitukua te Hapu
Ko Ngati Tuwharetoa te Iwi
Ko Gaylene Dobbyn toku ingoa

Kia ora, this is my second year of being a Te Rau 

Puawai bursar as I study toward a Graduate Diploma 

in Arts, with an endorsement in Psychology.  I hope 

to continue with post graduate studies, although I am uncertain which specific pathway to pursue 

as the field of psychology and mental health is very broad and there are many issues I feel very 

passionate about.  For now, I will continue to enjoy the learning journey paved ahead, and to fully 

embrace the opportunities being a Te Rau Puawai bursar offers.

One of the main benefits I have found from being a bursar is the network of support people 

available through Te Rau Puawai.  This includes past and present Te Rau Puawai bursars, Massey 

academic mentors and the Te Rau Puawai team who all want to help you succeed in the pursuit 

of attaining ‘your’ tohu.  Financial assistance with fees is also a key benefit, as is being part of the 

collective pursuit of achieving Mauri Ora.

Ngā mihi, Gaylene
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ELAINE DUVAL
Kia Ora Whānau
Ko Te Kao toku kainga toku here tangata
Ko Kurahaupo raua Mamari toku waka
Ko Potahi taku marae taku turangawaewae
Ko Te Aupouri toku Iwi toku mana toku tapu toku ihi

My name is Elaine Duval. My heart and soul lies in Te 

Kao. However, I was brought up in South Auckland and 

Queensland. I work for Counties Manukau Health as a Team 

Leader and have two children aged 13 and 16. I am studying 

part time towards a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology, minoring 

in Rehabilitation). I have been with Te Rau Puawai for 9 years and I am grateful every year for the 

financial, academic and emotional support that I am given. It was great meeting some of the new 

bursars at the Headstart Hui and really great catching up with the old gang. Good luck for this year. 

See you soon. 

LORRAINE EADE
Ko Tokomaru te maunga
Ko Wairau te awa
Ko Tainui te waka
Ko Wairau Pa te Marae
Ko Ngati Rarua,  Ngati Toarangatira oku iwi
Ko Lorraine Eade taku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

It’s awesome being back with Te Rau Puawai whānau, and I’m 

really looking forward to catching up with everyone! 

Lorr
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TRACY EDWARDS
Ko Taranaki te Mounga
Ko Tangahoe te Awa
Ko Toi te Taniwha
Ko Aotea Utanganui te Waka
Ko Turi te Arikinui
Ko Tangahoe rātou ko Ngāti Ruanui ko Ngā Ruahinerangi 
ngā Iwi
Ko Hāpotiki rātou ko Hāmua ko Ngāti Tamahuuroa ngā Hapū
Ko Taiporohenui  rāua ko Oeo ngā Marae
Ko Tracy Mihimamao Edwards tōku Ingoa

Kia ora tātou,

I whānau au i Te Tihi-o-Maru, ā, ka tipu ake au i Hāwera. Kei 

Hunterville mātou ko tōku whānau e noho ana, toko wha ngā tamariki taonga.  In 2008 my whānau 

and I moved to Australia, here I embarked in a new field of employment as a Support Worker in dual 

diagnosis Mental Health & Disabilities. This set a pathway to return home and utilize my skills and 

experiences within Māori Health Care.   Thus, applying for and successfully gaining a 2016 Bursary.  

My career direction will be multi-faceted; the umbrella and primary focus is Māori Health, both 

within the community and of course my own whānau.  One cannot exist without the other.  The 

programme that continues my hīkoi is a Degree in Māori Studies.  Becoming a Te Rau Puawai Bursar 

has been quite overwhelming. The financial opportunity to attend University along with the student 

support, whakawhānaungatanga and manaakitanga which is naturally extended; is imperative and 

allows for a smooth transition in to this level of study, which was graciously accepted as an older 

student.  My appreciation cannot be fully expressed by words alone.  Kia ora.

Ngā mihi
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JOSEPHINE FARAGHER
Tau mai a Moketapu
Heke iho ki te waipuna, ara, ko Mahitahi
Korepo ki Te Tai Aorere
Whakatau i te rohe of Ngati Kuia, Ngati Toarangatira, Ngati 
Koata me ratou
Ko Whakatū , ko Te Hora ngā marae
Ko Kerenapu Davis raua ko Cliff Saxton oku matua
Ko Ruby taku tamahine atāhua
Ko Josephine toku ingoa

Hi to returning students and those beginning the journey with 

TRP for 2016.

Head start hui was a great opportunity to meet like minded colleagues and to connect with 

companions whom I have befriended over that past three years. A massive thank you to the 

team at Te Rau Puawai whose support has got me to this point and who will celebrate alongside 

me when I graduate. A bit about me...Whakatu or sunny Nelson as it is better known, is my 

home town and where live and work today. I trained and worked as a Community nurse prior to 

completing a BMA (Bachelor Māori & Administration) at Te Wananga o Raukawa in 2000. That 

experience opened my eyes to the opportunities that arose out of investing in myself and gave 

me the confidence to move into the world of management. After completing that degree I 

went on to do a BSW (Bachelor Social Work majoring in Biculturalism in practice) after noticing 

increasingly vulnerable whānau being adversely “managed” by existing support systems. I am 

building on that knowledge through a Post Grad Diploma in Social Service Supervision with 

the intention of providing supervision to social workers so that they might work with whānau 

potential.  I support Māori services at Nelson Hospital, am a member of MWWL and Te Ataarangi 

and just want to say “Invest in yourself” whānau.  

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui.
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RENEE HELEN TE PAE FITZELL 
Ko Ngongotaha  te Maunga
Ko Waiteti te Awa
Ko Te Arawa te Waka
Ko Waiteti te Marae
Ko Ngararanui te Hapu
Ko Te Arawa te Iwi
Ko Te Pae Fitzell toku ingoa

Tena Koutou Katoa,

I was born and raised in Sydney Australia, before returning to 
my turangawaewae, birth place of my papa in Rotorua at the 
age of 15. I am a mama to 6 beautiful tamariki, who are my 
world, and inspire me every day. 

In 2015 I completed my Bachelor of Social Work, and prior to that a Diploma in Business Enterprise. 
I am a Suicide Prevention Project Leader in Rotorua, and am extremely privileged to work for our iwi 
organisation, Te Runanaga o Ngati Pikiao Trust. This is my first year with TRP and I am very grateful 
for the opportunity to receive their support on my study journey.  I love the support tauira receive 
from TRP which is based on our values as Māori.

Nga Mihi

Te Pae

DORIS FLUDE
Ko Maua te Maunga
Ko Tauranag te moana
Ko Mataautua te waka
Ko Ohinemuri te awa
Ko Taowhao te hapu
Ko Otawhiwhi raua ko Rangiwaea nga Marae
Ko Ngaite rangi te iwi
Ko Hiki Taikato toku mama
Ko Ken Bain toku papa
Ko Matt Flude toku tane
Ko Waikino toku kainga
Ko Dolly ahau

Whānau it’s been 15 years since my inception onto the program. My journey has had its ups and 
downs personally but not without some major milestones. I came onto the program with no 
qualifications and the feeling of being isolated from my Māori heritage.  I have managed to obtain 
my tohu, reconnect with my culture and rise above to take on a higher degree.  I love that I am now 
considered a senior social worker and in demand, I love the fact that I can work professionally for 
my client and whānau and can hold my own when dealing with other disciplines, and I love the fact 
that I am up to play with what’s happening in our country and know that I can have a say if I choose.

I whole-heartedly say ‘hang in there’, do the time and use the TRP supports to that are offered 
because it definitely pays off.  

I am proud to be a part of this scholarship and so will you when you graduate. 

Nga mihi Dolly
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CHEYNE FORTUNE
Ko Whakarongorua toku Maunga
Ko Hokianga toku Moana
Ko Omapere te Roto 
Ko Ngātokimatawhaorua toku Waka
Ko Rawhitiroa toku Marae
Ko Te Popoto toku Hapu
Ko Ngapuhi toku Iwi
Ko Toni Fortune toku mama
Ko Ian Fortune toku papa
Ko Cheyne Fortune ahau

Kia ora  

My name is Cheyne Fortune, I was born in a small drive through town called Kihikihi and although 

I have lived widely, I have always considered Kihikihi to be my home. I moved to Australia with 

my Grandparents at age 14. After finishing high school in Australia, I decided I would become a 

Nurse. I have always respected the nursing profession and I have always been driven through 

helping others therefore it was only fitting that I should become a nurse. Around the same time I 

made this decision I became aware through an experience with my whānau that Māori experience 

the highest rates of distress in New Zealand; from this I became interested in working with Māori 

experiencing mental illness and distress. In 2015 I left my whānau in Australia and came back to 

New Zealand to pursue a career in nursing. This is my first year of study with TRP.  I appreciate both 

the academic and financial support from Te Rau Puawai, and although these help me greatly, the 

main benefit of being part of Te Rau Puawai (for me) is the community support I have received. I 

am truly overwhelmed at the lengths our TRP whānau will go for one another, as my whānau live in 

Australia and I am now somewhat disconnected from them, I feel as though I have been embraced 

into another whānau who’s support knows no bounds. 

 
TRACI FREEMAN
Ko Aotea te waka
Ko Patea te awa
Ko Ngati Ruanui te iwi
Ko Okahu inuawai me Kanihi umutahi nga hapu
Ko Mawhitiwhiti kanihi pa me Aotearoa nga marae
Ko Hohepa Hoeta raua ko Olive Huihana Taiapoapo 
Graham oku tīpuna
Ko Ian Hoeta raua ko Wendie Freeman oku matua
Ko Traci Freeman taku ingoa

This year I am finishing off my final two papers of the BSW. 

Thank you to Te Rau Puawai for all your support, encouragement, and aroha. I am looking forward 

to finishing off this journey and starting my next in the Postgrad Social Work Masters. Looking 

forward to seeing everyone at the mid-year hui.



TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 201618

KIM FREETH
Ko Hikurangi me nga Maunganui oku maunga   
Ko Waiapu me nga Kaihu oku awa
Ko Horouta me nga Omamari oku waka
Ko Tairawhiti me nga Taita oku marae
Ko Takimoana me nga Ngati Whatua oku hapu
Ko Ngati Porou me nga Ngapuhi oku iwi
Ko William O’Brien toku papa
Ko Huia Nathan toku mama
Ko Stuart taku tane
Ko Alex me nga Madeline oku tamahine
Ko Kim Freeth toku ingoa

Kia Ora whānau

I am very grateful for the continuing support of Te Rau Puawai, as I journey towards eventually 

obtaining my BSW, with this being my third year with TRP. I work fulltime as a Kaimahi-whānau-

a-iwi (Social Worker), for a Māori health provider – Te Piki Oranga Ltd.  Our organisation services 

Te Tau Ihu – Nelson / Marlborough region, and we have three sites based in Motueka, Nelson and 

Blenheim my home.  My goal is to ideally become a clinical supervisor for Social Workers.  I am very 

blessed to have extended whānau support alongside my wonderful husband and two daughters. 

The benefit of being apart of the TRP whānau is knowing that you are not alone and that you have 

the support of people who have done the journey and understand the challenges that study brings, 

particularly for extramural students who also have to balance work and whānau commitments.

Nga Mihi

Kim
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ANNIE GIFFORD
Kei te aha o toku matua
Ko Taranaki te maunga
Ko Waitotara te awa
Ko Aotea te waka
Ko Pakaraka te marae
Ko  Ngati Maika te hapu
Ko Ngarauru Kiitahi te iwi
Ko William Riwai Teka Matanginui toku papa

Kei te aha o toku whaea
Ko Ruapehu te maunga
Ko Whanganui te awa
Ko Aotea te waka
Ko Ruaka te marae
Ko Te Wainui-a-rua te hapu
Ko Atihaunui-A-Paparangi te iwi
Ko Violet Tatiana McGregor toku whaea
Ko Annie Gifford ahau

Kia ora whānau

I’m in my fourth year of study in the Bachelor of Social Work programme.   I’m internal at Massey, 

Albany campus studying full-time.  It was great to meet again and welcome aboard to those I met 

for the first time.  

Nga mihi

Annie Gifford
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MADELEINE HAEREWA
Ko Matawhaura tōku maunga
Ko Rotoiti tōku moana
Ko Te Arawa tōku  waka
Ko Ngā Pūmanawa tōku marae
Ko Ngāti Rongomai tōku hapu
Ko Ngāti Rongomai tōku iwi
Ko Stephen Albert tōku matua tane

Ko Taratara tōku maunga
Ko Matauri bay tōku moana
Ko Mataatua tōku waka
Ko tapui tōku marae
Ko Ngati kura tōku hapu
Ko Ngāpuhi tōku iwi
Ko Tina-Marie Sharman tōku whaea
Ko Madeleine Haerewa tōku ingoa

Kia Ora whānau

I grew up in Auckland and have always travelled to Northland regularly for holidays. I found my 

mozzie tane in Australia but his whānau are Ngati Porou from Tiki tiki on the coast. We have been 

back in NZ for a little while now and have three babies, two cats, a dog and our Koro. I work as a 

child & adolescent psychologist and have returned to study to further my knowledge. The main 

benefit of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme for me has been the support and meeting 

everyone!

Ngā Mihi

Madeleine
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NARI HANN
Ko Putauaki te maunga
Ko Rangitaiki te awa
Ko Mataatua te waka
Ko Ngati Awa te iwi
Ko Nga Maihi te hapu
Ko Josephine Barnaby toku mama
Ko Maxwell Barnaby toku papa
Ko Michael Hann toku tane
Ko Nari Hann toku ingoa

Kia ora whānau,

I am so blessed to be a part of Te Rau Puawai.  The financial, academic and emotional support I 

have received has allowed me to pursue a master’s degree in psychology.  I am a busy mother of 

three young children, two boys and a baby girl.  We live in Tauranga and I study primarily at the 

Albany campus.  I have had 20 years’ experience working as both a social worker and counsellor in 

New Zealand, Australia and England.  My career has been diverse working in disability, mental health 

and youth.   I am currently working through the papers in a postgraduate diploma with a view to 

continue on to masters by thesis only.  It’s always a pleasure to meet other Te Rau Puawai bursars 

at the headstart hui and in classes.  

Nga Mihi

Nari

JAN HASTIE
Ko Mauoa te Maunga
Ko Taakitimu  te Waka
Ko Huria te Marae
Ko Ranginui  te Iwi
Ko Joe Hastie toku papa
Ko Olive Hastie toku mama
Ko Marc taku tama, ko Jessica rau ko Bricharne taku 
tamahine.
Ko Jan Hastie toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

I grew up in Tokoroa.  My whangai whānau were from this area.  I am a lecturer in Social Science at 

Waiariki Institute of technology in Rotorua.  I have three children, aged 25, 22 and 18 years.  I have 

one gorgeous mokopuna who is 5 years old and his name is Jesse.  

My interest in research is around experiences of disability as my 18-year-old daughter has Autism.   

My Master Thesis starting this year is on “Vicarious Futurity” which is linked to having tumanakotanga 

(hope) for the future by locating strengths in Autism through the eyes of a parent.  

The main benefit of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme is the support you receive from being 

part of this whānau.  TRP is also strongly supported by the academic lecturers at Massey University 

and these relationships are vital as student’s progress into Masters and PHD studies.  

From a personal perspective, it is knowing that you are not alone and that there is always someone 

at the end of the phone or email that will encourage you to keep going and not give up.  
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SIOBHAN HENNESSY
Ko Ruahine tōku maunga
Ko Manawatu tōku awa
Ko Takatimu tōku waka
Ko Motuiti tōku marae
Ko Ngati Raukawa te hapu
Ko Ngatī Kahungunu tōku iwi
Ko Karen Hennessy tōku māmā
Ko Kevin Hennessy tōku pāpā
Ko Siobhan Hennessy taku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau,

My name is Siobhan and I am of both Māori 

and Irish decent. I have been privileged that during my childhood, I spent time growing up with 

both my whānau in the Manawatu and my clan in Cork, Ireland. I’m an acute mental health nurse 

working for MidCentral DHB, and am in my 2nd year of study towards my Masters of Nursing. I 

also volunteer with KiaOra Hauora and in 2015 ran the Auckland marathon for the Mental Health 

Foundation of New Zealand raising $1,760. I am thankful to have the support of my fiancé, my 

whānau, and Te Rau Puawai throughout my journey of study.

The main benefits of being with Te Rau Puawai during my study is the support the programme 

provides, and also the connections built with other like-minded bursars  of many professions 

who both identify as Māori and are passionate to working with Māori.
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ANN-MARIE HIGGINS
Ko Mataatua te waka
Ko Maungapohatu to maunga
Ko Ohinemataroa te awa
Ko Tuhoe & Ngati Awa te iwi
Ko Ngati Tawhaki & Wharepaia te hapu
Ko Papuera & Wairaka te marae
Ko Ann-Marie Higgins ahau

My father is Dutch and my mother was a 

‘kiwi’ of Tuhoe / Ngati Awa descent.  I grew 

up in Whakatane.  I have lived in Auckland 

for eighteen years and currently work for 

Auckland District Health Board.  I have four adult kids (a son and 3 daughters) and one grandson, 

who is 17 and lives with me.  My eldest daughter Danielle, married on 3rd March this year, is in the 

photo with me.  I have been an extramural Massey student since 1987. 

This is my third year as a Te Rau Puawai bursar.  I plan to complete my PGDip Psychology this 

semester.  I plan to then complete a Master Arts (Psychology) by thesis only, next year.  I am so 

grateful for the help Te Rau Puawau give me with study costs, access to an academic mentor / 

clinical advisor and the whānau support the team and other bursars provide me.  My post graduate 

study would be almost impossible without this support.  Being part of the Te Rau Puawau whānau 

means a PhD is no longer an impossible dream.  Qualifications I have with Massey are a Bachelor of 

Arts (Business Psychology major), Graduate Certificate Arts (Psychology). 

Having someone in Te Rau Puawai I can talk with who understands me and also, my struggles with 

my study, work, whānau and life ‘surprises’ leaves me feeling I am not alone on this journey.  I am 

part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau, many of whom are in the same waka as me.  I want to be in a 

role that will enable me to make the difference I want to, to the wellbeing and health of Māori.  I 

hope to be able to work in more of a clinical role in the next few years helping to make a difference 

through health promotion, education and health decisions in the areas of women’s health and 

wellbeing, youth suicide and older people’s health.  I finally feel this is possible with support from 

Te Rau Puawai.

Nga mihi nui, Ann-Marie
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TAHI HIKITAPUA-MARTIN 
Ko Rangitumau me Hikurangi nga Maunga
Ko Ruamahanga me Waiapu nga Awa
Ko Kurahaupo me Horouta nga Waka
Ko Te Ore Ore me Iritekura nga Marae
Ko Ngati Hamua me Rakairoa nga Hapu
Ko Rangitane, Ngati Kahungunu, Ngati Porou me Kai 
Tahu nga Iwi
Ko Tahi Tiria Hikitapua-Martin toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau,

I grew up in the Wairarapa, Masterton. I whakapapa to the 

Wairarapa on my Nannys side (mums mum) and have lived 

here my entire life. I am a twenty two year old single mum, 

bringing up my two year old son with the support of my 

whānau. I have been looking at all my options and have 

decided that a Bachelor in Social Work was the best choice, where I could make a difference in 

the life of the Rangatahi and their whānau. I am really passionate about Rangatahi and working 

with them to help them understand who they are and help them make better choices in life. I 

am fluent in Te Reo Māori and have a real passion for using my knowledge of Te Ao Māori to help 

with the Rangatahi of my community. The major benefit for me with being on the Te Rau Puawai 

programme is the support that we get. The Te Rau Puawai staff really take the time to get to know 

you and how you work and support you through all your assignments. They also give you a lot of 

great advice with how to write assignments, different ways of studying and when to take the time 

to rest.

Another great benefit is all the awesome people we get to meet. I’ve met a lot of people who have 

made me feel so welcome in the Te Rau Puawai Whānau and who also offer a lot of support. This 

is my first year of study with Te Rau Puawai. Kia Ora Whānau,

Nga mihi

Tahi
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JORDAN HOERARA
Te taha o toku papa
Ko Hikurangi te maunga
Ko Waiapu te awa
Ko Hine Rupe, Hine Maurea te marae
Ko te Whānau-a-Tuwhakiriora te hapū
Ko Ngati Porou te iwi

Te taha o toku mama
Ko Tautoro te maunga
Ko Kereru te roto
Ko Punakitere te awa
Ko Te Hungaiti te marae
Ko Ngati Rangi me Ngati Morewa nga hapū 
Ko Nga Puhi te iwi

Kia Ora Whānau

My name is Jordan Hoerara and I am currently living and studying in Wellington. I returned from 

Dunedin where I completed an Undergraduate Degree, majoring in Psychology. This has enabled 

me to begin a Post Graduate journey that will hopefully see admission in to a Clinical Psychology 

program.  I wish everyone the best of luck for this academic year and look forward to seeing you 

all again in July 

Mauri ora

Na Jordan  
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MARETA HUNT
Ko Pohatu me Pūtauāki ōku Maunga
Ko Ohinemataroa me Rangitāiki ōku Awa
Ko Mataatua te Waka
Ko Otenuku me Pukeko  ōku Marae
Ko Ngati Koura me Ngati Pukeko ōku Hapu
Ko Ngai Tuhoe me Ngati Awa ōku Iwi
Ko Mareta Hunt tōku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

I am a Hearing and Vision Technician/Community Health 

Worker for Counties Manukau Health- Te Kaahui Ora Maaori 

Health Service I have been working in health for 8years. And 

it was working at Te Rau Matatini that grew my desire to do 

more with my life experiences and change peoples lives and 

help influence positive outcomes for our whānau. I have 3 beautiful girls; 5years old, 3years old and 

a 1 year old. I am studying towards a Bachelor of Arts, Psychology and Māori studies. And ultimately 

will be going on to become a Clinical Psychologist. This is my second year with Te Rau Puawai. I 

just love being a part of this roopu.

Tūrou parea, tūrou hawaiki

Obviously, it is great having a scholarship under the belt for the year but what makes Te Rau Puawai 

unique is that it is a whānau. Your mentors support you, so keep in touch her with them and your 

paper coordinators. The mana that carries in the name of Te Rau Puawai is uncomparable. The 

workshops, headstart hui, midyear hui all the tautoko and networks gained further compliment Te 

Rau Puawai as being the best and one of its kind. Nga mihi maioha

Mareta
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TEMINA JENKINS
Ko Tawhirirangi rāua ko Tongariro ōku maunga
Ko Mohaka rāua ko Taupō-nui-a-tia ōku awa
Ko Takitimu rāua ko Te Arawatōku waka
Ko Waipapa-a-iwi rāua ko Tapeka ōku marae
Ko Ngāti Pahauwera rāua ko Ngāti Turumakina ōku hapū
Ko Ngāti Kahungungu rāua ko Ngāti Tuwharetoa ōku iwi
Ko Te Hapuku rāua ko Te Heuheu ōku rangatira
Ko Jenny Winiata tōku māmā
Ko Steve Jenkins tōku pāpā
Ko Temina Jenkins tōku ingoa

Kia Ora everyone,

I have lived my whole 22 years of life in a small town just out of Palmerston North called Ashhurst 

with my parents who I was whangai to. I have a beautiful 4 year old son Isaiah who will be off to 

kura in August. I am in my first year of a bachelor of nursing degree with already doing the health 

science, psychology and māori health papers last year in a diploma of health science I have gained 

a great sense of knowledge that allows me to build on and extend further knowledge into specific 

areas of interest particularly māori mental health. I have a strong passion for māori health as seeing 

how my own whānau have been affected in the health system has provided me with a purpose to 

make it better and improve areas to aid others that might be experiencing the same circumstances 

we have gone through also. This is my first year of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme. The 

main benefits for myself with being on the programme this year has been more than just the 

academic and financial support they provide which is extremely appreciated and I am so grateful to 

have been lucky enough to be accepted this year. What I have found most beneficial is the whānau 

environment within the other bursars and connecting with so many influential māori and that we 

all have a common goal somehow in relation to wanting to make a difference in māori mental 

health. If I am stuck I know I can go to the whānau room and seek guidance or support or it is only 

an email away if need be. All of the bursars are so welcoming and kind genuine lovely people that I 

feel so blessed to have met and will continue to grow and strengthen my friendships, relationships 

and connections with them to carry with me on my journey.
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HERMIONE JOHN
Ko Tinana te waka
Ko Tumoana te tangata
Ko Karirikura te moana
Ko Wairua te awa
Ko Whangatauatia te maunga
Ko Roma te marae 
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi 
Ko Mereana Mathews raua ko Rodney John oku Matua
Ko Tumoana Herbert toku hoa rangatira
Tokotoru aku tamariki, ko Terina, ratou ko Kora-lee, ko 
Osheya
No Ahipara ahau
E noho ana ahau ki Ahipara
Ko Hermione John toku ingoa

Kia ora whānau, I am currently enrolled in the psychology post graduate program after finishing my 

Bachelor of Arts majoring in psychology with a minor in anthropology last year. I am a part-time 

student and fulltime mum who lives a wonderfully full life all the way in the Far-north! I am involved 

in lots of community and whānau based projects that help to ground and solidify my studies. I 

have been incredibly blessed to have received a Te Rau Puawau bursary for 4 years now, the awhi, 

tautoko and aroha has motivated me to keep striving for my goals and dreams. I look forward to the 

next few years of study and the opportunity to give back to my Te Rau Puawai whānau. 

Nau te rourou, naku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi!

DEANNE KING
Kia Ora te whānau o Te Rau Puawai,
Ko Taranaki te maunga
Ko Aotea te waka
Ko Taranaki, Ngaruahine nga iwi
Ko Ngati Kahumate, Ngati Tu nga hapu
Ko Deanne King ahau

I am so pleased to be back with Te Rau Puawai and going 

into my third year of my Masters with the Health Psychology 

endorsement, part time.  It was great seeing everyone at the 

Headstart Hui and I wish you all the best with your studies this 

year. 

Keep going.
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DELTA KING
Ko Ngongotaha toku Maunga 
Ko Waiteti toku Awa 
Ko Arawa toku Waka 
Ko Waiteti toku Marae 
Ko Ngati ngararanui toku Hapu 
Ko Te Arawa toku Iwi 
Ko Irihapeti King toku mama 
Ko Moses Whakaue toku papa 
Ko Delta King taku ingoa 
Kia Ora whānau,  

I come from Ngongotaha, an area in Rotorua where both of 

my parents were raised. I have 9 siblings and am lucky to be 

part of a big and diverse whānau.   I am currently doing support 

work in a Kaupapa Māori mental health and addictions service, which has been a great experience 

to accompany my studies in Psychology.  I was very honoured and grateful to have heard that I was 

accepted into the TRP programme this year as I return to Massey to do a Masters thesis. 

Looking forward to what this year brings. 

PITA KING
Ko Te Reinga te maunga
Ko Waihou te awa
Ko Mamari te waka
Ko Waihou nui a rua te marae
Ko Te Waekoi te hapu
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi
Ko Pita King taku ingoa

Kia ora koutou,

I am Palmerston North born and bred, where I started my 

working life as a forklift drive. After having enough of that, I 

moved to the mighty Waikato in 2009 to attend University. In 

2012, I graduated with a Bachelor of Social Science majoring 

in psychology and philosophy, and in 2014, a Master of 

Applied Psychology in Community Psychology. During my time at Waikato University, I worked for 

five years as a Kaiāwhina, mentoring and supporting Māori undergraduate and graduate students in 

psychology and philosophy. I also worked for four years as a mainstream and a kaupapa Māori tutor 

in psychology. After, I moved to Massey University Auckland to begin the fun that is PhD in 2015, I 

have almost completed my first year. 

Ngā mihi, 
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DIANE KOTI
Tēnā koutou katoa
I te taha o tōku māmā
Ko Hikurangi te maunga
Ko Waiapu te awa
Ko Whareponga, ko Awatere, ko Hinerupe ngā marae
Ko Te Aitanga a Mate, ko Te Whānau a Te Ao Taihi ngā hapu
Ko Ngāti Porou te iwi
I te taha o tōku matua

Ko Rangitoto, ko Pirongia ngā maunga
Ko Mokau, ko Waipaa ngā awa
Ko Taanehopuwai te papa kainga
Ko Motiti te marae
Ko Ngāti Apakura, ko Kinohaku ngā hapū
Ko Ngāti Maniapoto te iwi

Ko Diane Koti tāku ingoa

I was born and breed in the Hawkes Bay. Currently, I'm in the second year of the Doctor of Clinical 

Psychology programme. 

Mauri ora.
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MARJORIE LIPSHAM
Ko Pirongia me Kakepuku nga Maunga

Ko Waikato me Waipa nga Awa

Ko Tainui te Waka

Ko Te Kotahitanga, Mangapeehi, Te Hape, Pārāwera me Aotearoa nga Marae

Ko Waikato Maniapoto te Iwi

Ko Marjorie Lipsham toku ingoa

Tena Koutou e te whānau,

I grew up in Rahui Pokeka (Huntly).  Both my Mum and Dad were born and raised in Rahui Pokeka 

(Beverland/Hedley/Tapu/Hemara Whānau).  My tupuna links are to Aotearoa and Pārāwera Marae 

in the Waikato and from Otorohanga through to Benneydale in terms of my Maniapoto links.  My 

Nanny on Koro’s side is also Ngati Raukawa and my Koro on Nana’s side is Ngati Īniana.

I have two beautiful children whom I adore. Terēhia and Wīremu also link to Nga Puhi.  

I am currently teaching social work at Te Wananga O Aotearoa.  My previous work experience 

includes working for Corrections and spending 10 years in the Royal New Zealand Air Force.

I am in the final year (Thesis) of a Master of Philosophy (Health).

Initially, I thought the main benefit of being on TRP was that my fee’s would be paid.  In essence 

however, I am part of a legacy of Māori men and women.  I am transforming my life through 

education.  The benefit of being on the programme then is that I get encourage and become 

a mentor to my children and whānau whānui in the area of education and life!  I get to work 

alongside other incredible Māori and create meaningful links to other Hapū and Iwi.
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FERNADEZ MACKEY
Kia ora whānau
Ko Fernadez Mackey toku ingoa
Ko Hikurangi te maunga
Ko Waiapu te awa
Ko Nukutaememeha te waka
Ko Ngati Porou te iwi
Ko Ngati Konohi te Hapu
Ko Whitireia te marae
Ko paikea te tangata.

Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa

Kia ora whānau, I am Fernadez Mackey of Ngati Porou and Ngati Kauwhata descent, I am currently 

in my fourth year of studying and am thoroughly enjoying it but always facing struggles throughout 

university in regards to re-educating myself in this big environment of higher learning; fuuly embrace 

it. I have two children aged 13 years and 11 years and a very proud papa raising my two children on 

my own; with the support of great whānau and friends in my life. We enjoy doing kapahaka and 

playing touch, rugby and boxing as well as mixed martial arts. So we have very busy schedules, but 

we make it work. I am very proud of being supported by Te Rau Puawai throughout my studies, they 

are so supportive and I have met many great people within this scholarship programme that are 

now great friends. So as the year progresses whānau I wish you all the best in your studies in 2016. 

And a quote I live by “TRUST YOUR STRUGGLES” is what gets me through anything when times are 

hard and bad, perseverance is the key. 

MEGAN MACKIE
Ko Orakei te Maunga
Ko Arahura te Awa
Ko Takitimu te Waka
Ko Ngati Waewae te Hapu
Ko Ngai Tahu te Iwi
Ko Megan Mackie toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

I am currently in my third year of study, studying a 

Diploma of science and Technology. I have taken a year off from Nursing due to an injury, and will 

continue with third year nursing in 2017. I hope to use my diploma to further my knowledge within 

the areas of Māori Health. I have lived in Wellington for majority of my life, and moved to Palmerston 

North in 2014 to study at Massey. I love the experiences I have had so far with the Te Rau Puawai 

team, hearing about everyone's successes. This has been extremely beneficial for me seeing the 

different paths available for once I finish my undergrad degree!

Wishing everyone the best for their studies.
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KATHLEEN MASON
Ko Puketapu te Maunga
Ko Te Arai te Awa
Ko Horouta te Waka
Ko Ohako te Marae
Ko Ngai Te Kete te Hapu
Ko Rongowhakaata te Iwi
Ko Kathleen Mason toku ingoa

Tena koutou katoa.

My mother is from Manutuke and met my father when they 
were both serving in the RNZAF. Hence I was born in Auckland 
and brought up in Blenheim. I am the mother of two beautiful 
daughters who were born in, and have whakapapa links to, 
Blenheim but as a whānau we are currently living in Auckland. 
I have worked in health, mostly in administrative roles, for a number of years and have been taking 
the long road to a Bachelor of Health Science majoring in Māori. I have a keen interest in public 
health, particularly the environment and its ability to influence our mental and physical wellbeing.  I 
am nearly at the end of the first part of my academic adventures but this is the first year of study with 
Te Rau Puawai. Te Rau Puawai is much more than financial assistance with study. As an extramural 
student, Te Rau Puawai provides me with a sense of no longer being on my own and being part of 
a bigger picture. I have access to academic mentors and other supports to help me achieve well 
within an academic context. I feel lucky to have been accepted onto the programme. 

NGAWARI MATTHEWS-CARR
Ko Puwhenua, ko Gordon’s Knob ngā maunga
Ko Kōpurereroa, ko Waiti ngā awa
Ko Takitimu, ko Star of India ngā waka
Ko Ngatī Ranginui, ko Ngatī Pākeha ngā iwi
Nō Tauranga, nō Whakatu ahau
Ko Ngawari Matthews-Carr ahau
Tuhia ki te rangi, tuhia ki te whenua
Tuhia ki te ngakau o ngā tangata
Ko te mea nui ko te aroha
Tihei mauri ora!

What an opportunity it is to be a part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau again! I have a passion for 
facilitating the process of finding greater ‘inner peace’. I feel this comes from knowing and accepting 
ourselves and others more deeply and compassionately. I have had the privilege of working with 
some of our Māori men in prison and on community sentences while doing group psychotherapy for 
the Department of Correction for the last few years. I’m starting my MSc (Psych) while on maternity 
leave and hope to complete the Clinical Psych programme one day. I figure that more study = more 
tools to help our people find enduring inner peace that will hold them strong despite the storms 
that rage within their own minds, whānau, iwi, community or environment. Once in a state of inner 
peace, we are better able to fulfil our destinies, whatever they may be. Ngā tautoko, ngā pukenga, ngā 
hononga, ngā putea, ngā mea katoa!! He mihi nui ki ngā kaimahi o Te Rau Puawai.

Ka mau te rongo!
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CHERENE NEILSON-HORNBLOW
Ko Whakataha me Hikurangi te Maunga
Ko Waitangi me Waiapu te Awa
Ko Mātaatua me Horouta te Waka
Ko Tauwhara, Te Tii, Parawhenua, Te Au Au, Tinatoka  nga 
Marae
Ko Te Uri Taniwha, Ngāti Hineira, Ngāti Rehia, Ngāti 
Hine,Te Wahineiti, Ngāti Rangi  nga Hapū
Ko  Ngāpuhi, Ngāti Uepohatu, Ngāti Porou nga Iwi
Ko Cherene Neilson-Hornblow ahau  

Kia ora whānau

I grew up in Titahi Bay, Porirua.  My father is Nevel Neilson he 

is Ngāpuhi & Scottish, my mother is Pirihira Nukunuku she is 

from Ngāti Porou and Spanish both my parents combined 

worked in mental health for 50+ years and demonstrated compassion, strength and dedication to 

whānau, hapū, iwi and their community.  I have worked in Mental Health & Intellectual disabilities 

for the past 20+ years.  I have worked both in Aotearoa and United Kingdom.  My experience is in 

Rangatahi through to Kaumātua.  This is my third year with Te Rau Puawai who provides me with 

tools of inspirational leadership, hope beyond working life, and vision into reality.  They embrace 

manaakitanga, āhurutanga, whakapapa and most of all AROHA to each and every one of us Bursars 

I am so grateful for their ‘assistance, persistence’ and cherish all that I have received from the 

whānau of Te Rau Puawai.  Without them I would not have flourished thus far.

Mauri ora

Cherene



35TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2016

REX PARAKU
Ko Tainui te waka
Ko Moehau te maunga 
Ko Ōhinemuri te awa
Ko Tīkapa te moana
Ko Ngāti Tamaterā tōku iwi
Ko Hauraki tōku hapu
Ko Darron Paraku tōku Matua
Ko Te Aroha Winikerei tōku Whaea
Ko Aquilla Ngahere Jacobs tōku wahine
Ko Rex Paraku tōku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

I was born in Te Kuiti and lived there for a few years before moving to Palmerston, then Bulls 

until we finally settled here in Feilding. My mother’s family is from Marokopa. I am currently a first 

year undergraduate student studying a BA of Arts with double majors in Psychology and Māori 

Studies. I have a strong passion for Māoritanga and helping people with their mental-wellbeing. I 

have just finished NCEA level 3 (2015) at Feilding High School. As I am a first-year student, I have 

only been with Te Rau Puawai this current year. Despite this, Te Rau Puawai has proven to be 

an exceptional program! There is always help when you need it, both physical and mental. The 

support is overwhelming and I am so honoured to be a bursar. For me, the main benefit was having 

support, guidance and advisors by both staff and bursars. It is always discouraging to think the 

journey through University is a lonely one; however, Te Rau Puawai is like a big whānau. In the first 

four weeks I was bothering everyone I knew on the Palmerston North campus. Out of all of those 

times, never once did anyone turn their back to me. Nō reira, tēnei te mihi ka rere atu ki a koutou 

ngā mema o Te Rau Puawai.

Ngā Mihi

Rex
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KIRA PAUL
Ko Whakarāra te Maunga
Ko Wairere te Awa
Ko Mataatua te Waka
Ko Te Ngaere te Marae
Ko Ngaitū Pango te Hapu
Ko Ngāpuhi te Iwi
Ko Deanna toku wahine
Ko Te Ariki rāua ko Kaharau āku tamariki
Ko Kira Paul toku ingoa

Kia ora mai Whānau!

My roots are from the far North but was born and raised in Palmerston North. I have a beautiful wife 

and 2 kids that keep me busy. I currently work for MASH Trust, an NGO in Mental Health, Physical 

and Intellectual Disability sector. I am a Team Leader for the Mental Health Community Services 

Team. I’m studying extramurally towards a Bachelor of Health Science, soon to be majoring in 

Health Promotion. This is my first year with TRP.

So far the main benefits, aside from the putea, have got to be the whānau support I feel. I started 

studying last year and doing it extramurally was tough going. I’m a person who needs to interact to 

learn. So feeling comfortable knowing I can call on mentors and fellow bursars makes everything 

seem less daunting.

Ngā mihi!

Kira

JOANNE POU
Ko Te Tarai O Rahiri te Marae
Ko Mangakahia te Awa
Ko Te Tarai O Rahiri te Maunga
Ko Ngati Toki, Ngati Horahia nga hapu
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi
Ko Joanne Pou taku ingoa

Tena koutou katoa

I am into my 3rd year of study; Diploma in Rehabilitation 

Studies, and I have to admit it’s been a challenge, balancing 

mahi, whānau and study.

I work fulltime supporting people with disabilities, both ID and 

physical.  I enjoy my mahi and the time I spend with them all.

I have 4 children – 2 have left home (but often visit) and 2 still at school.  I also have 2 very handsome 

grandsons that I get on my days off work.

My whānau have shown support and understanding, especially of my ‘grumpy’ spells through this.

I am looking forward to the papers this year as my passion grows toward helping our people with 

mental disorders.
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RACHEAL PRIESTLEY
Ko Huruiki te maunga.
Ko Whakapara te awa.
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka.
Ko Ngāpuhi te iwi.
Ko Ngati Hao te hapū.
Ko Whakapara te marae.
No Ōtautahi ahau.

Ko Reginald Toki tōku tūpuna tāne.
Ko Stehen raua, ko Janine, oku mātua.
Ko Mark Cooksley tōku tungane.
ko Aidan taku hoa rangatira.
Ko Liam rātou, ko Connor, ko Faith, ko Harry, ko Sopine 
aku tamariki, engari kua mate a Faith.
Ko Racheal tōku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

I grew up in South Auckland, which was home until 2006.  As a family we moved to Australia for a 

few years.  When my eldest son turned five we relocated again, this time to Christchurch.

I am a mother of four young children.  I love being a mother.  Studying as a distance student allows 

me the best of both worlds, the joy of education and the love of raising my children.

Being a busy mum means I am often time poor.  Having Te Rau Puawai support and encouragement 

allows me to work at my best and around all my commitments.

Nga Mihi

Racheal

ROZI PUKEPUKE
Ko Mataatua te Waka
Ko Hiwarau te Maunga
Ko Ohiwa te Moana
Ko Te Upokorehe te hapu
Ko Whakatohea te iwi
Ko Rozi Pukepuke ahau

Mauri ora,

I hail from a small town called Kutarere close to Opotiki, my dad 

was  a Navy man so I was bought up in Devonport, Auckland 

and spent much of my life in the city. When my son was 4 months old we moved to the beautiful 

Bay of Plenty and currently I reside in Papamoa. I am studying part time and this year I move into the 

fourth year of my degree.  It’s been a massive journey for me, and with the help of Te Rau Puawai, I 

can nearly see the end of the study journey and the beginning of a long career helping my people. 

If I can do it, you can do it! Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui.

Noho ora mai, na

Rozi
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KITI RANSFIELD-KING
Tuatahi he honore, he kororia ki a Ihowa. He mihi mahana 
ki a koutou katoa e rapu ana i te matauranga hei oranga 
mo to whānau me to iwi.  Oti ra ki nga kaiwhakahaere o 
Te Rau Puawai e kawe nei i nga kaupapa, kei te mihi, kei 
te mihi. 

Kia ora everyone, my name is Kiti Ransfield-King.  Born 

and bred in Rotorua, I am of Te Arawa, Kai Tahu, Raukawa, 

Tainui, Ngaiterangi and Hauraki descent.  My husband Regan 

descends from Hokianga, Ngapuhi in the far north.   I have five 

tamariki/children ranging from 18 years old to my baby who 

has recently turned 3. I am excited to start my studies with you all and thank you to those who have 

already shared a bit about yourselves.  I am doing a BA with a major in Psychology.  My key word 

for my academic journey with Massey, which also sums up what my whānau require from me, is 

‘balance’.  I am looking forward to getting to know you all better and sharing ideas and korero. Oti 

ra he tangi mo ratou kua wehe atu ki te po, he mihi aroha ki a ratou kua takahi te ara mo tatou.  No 

reira, tena koutou katoa.  

ANGELIQUE REWETI
Ko Te Ahuahu te maunga
Ko Omapere te waiū
Ko Ngāpuhi te iwi
Ko Ngati Hineira te hapū
Ko Parawhenua te marae
Ko Kemp Reweti tōku hoa tane
Ko Isaiah Hetekia rāua ko Seth-James Te Putaranui ōku 
tamariki
Ko Angelique Reweti tōku ingoa

I'm excited to be part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau in 2016. My 

background is varied having working with domestic violence 

and rape crisis, the International Humanitarian industry, and 

as a crisis respite worker for youth experiencing drug and alcohol addiction and/or mental health 

crisis. In 2013 I completed an Honors degree in Health Science majoring in Māori Health and am 

currently doing a PhD in Public Health focusing on the transformative effect of whānau.



39TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2016

CHERIE RISSETTO
Ko Tokomaru te waka
Ko Waiongana te awa
Ko Te Atiawa, Ngati Mutunga o Wharekuri nga Iwi
Ko Mururopatu te marae
Ko Puketapu te hapu
Ko Charlie Pirika toku papa
Ko Terry Kopu toku mama
Ko Takana Rissetto toku tane
Ko Justin raua ko Arana nga tamariki
Ko Cherie Rissetto toku ingoa

I qualified with a Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) in 2009. I have 

been employed by government, non-government and Iwi organisations as a community social 

worker, working in schools, the Whānau Ora (WIIE) plans and, contract work for Ministry of Social 

Development within the Tararua and surrounding areas. My previous role was the Family/Whānau 

Coordinator, registered social worker for Supporting Families in Mental Illness within the Tararua 

area. I reside in Dannevirke with my husband (Takana) who affiliates to Rangitane. We have two 

sons; eldest son (Justin) lives and works in Auckland, and (Arana) who lives and works in Sydney 

(Paramatta). As of 11th April, 2016, I will be joining Te Wananga o Raukawa, Otaki as the new 

Pukenga (Lecturer) in the Toiora Whānau/Whānau Wellness, Bachelor of Social Work programme. I 

am in my third year (part-time) of Postgraduate Diploma in Social Work; working towards a Master 

of Social Work. I am very grateful for the support, and assistance I get from the Te Rau Puawai team. 

I wish you all the very best in your studies, and look forward to meeting you all at our next hui. 

Nga mihi nui

Cherie
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WAIRETI ROESTENBURG
I te taha o tōku Kaumatua
Ko Ngāti Iwikatea, Ko Ngāti Mawete, ngā hapu
Ko Ngāti Kahungunu ki te Wairoa, Ko Ngāti Pahauwera 
ngā iwi
I te taha o tōku Kuia
Ko Ngāti Pou, Ko Te Roroa ngā hapu
Ko Ngā Puhi nui tonu te iwi
I te taha o tōku Papa
Ko Holland te whenua
Ko Waireti (Michelle Roestenburg) tāku ingoa.
No reira tēna koutou, tēna koutou, tēna tātou katoa

As well as being a Nana (5), a Mama (4) and active member of our whānau, hapu, and iwi, I have 

practiced for over thirteen years as an original Māori Healer, and am currently the lead practitioner 

at Te Amokura Center for Wholeness in Whanganui, where we offer mauri ora or wholistic 

healing consults, wānanga (training), and performance of sacred songs as a collective wellbeing 

intervention. I am a PhD psychology candidate and seek to work with others to re-emerge tūturu 

(authentic) Māori centric mental health knowledge and practices. In particular I seek to contribute 

to the re-emergence of Indigenous Māori psychologies in order to restore our rangatiratanga and 

mauri ora in terms of our wairua, hearts, minds and bodies. I am keen to speak to, support and 

collaborate with others who share this vision and calling.

“Ka puta ai te ihu ki Rangiatea” 

Seek the fullness of excellence and wellbeing in all you pursue

Patuone

PAUL’E RUWHIU
Ko Puhanga Tohora me Hikurangi nga maunga
Ko Waiapu te awa
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka
Ko Pukerata me Matahi-o-te-tau nga marae
Ko Ngaitu-te-aru me Hunaara nga hapū
Ko NgaPuhi me Ngatiporou oku karangatanga
Ko Paul’e Ruwhiu toku ingoa

I am currently in my fourth year of my Doctorate of Philosophy 

with a particular focus on decolonisation for Māori Social 

Work.  My practice is in the field of Māori Mental Health and 

lecturing in social work.  I am residing in Whangarei and teaching at Northtec.  

Te Rau Puawai supported me in my Master of Social Work which gave me a foundation of support 

and whānau orientated connections.  I could not think of anywhere else I want to be when 

completing my Doctorate.  I believe in the kaupapa, I believe in my fellow tauira and I am honoured 

to the kaimahi for providing excellent Māori orientated support.
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TIO SEWELL
Ko Moehau te Maunga
Ko Tikapa te Moana
Ko Tainui te Waka
Ko Mataiwhetu Te Marae
Ko Te Aute te Hapu
Ko Ngati Maru Te Iwi
Ko Tio Sewell toku ingoa

I have worked in the mental health field for most of my adult 

life having first trained to be a Psychiatric nurse at Tokanui 

Hospital in 1988.  In 1994 I was appointed to the position of 

whai neehi (Māori mental health Nurse) at Lakes mental health 

services in Rotorua.  Since then I have held a number of senior 

professional, clinical and management positions mainly in the Māori health mental Health sector. 

I am currently employed as a senior Programme Evaluator with Te Rau Matatini National Māori 

Workforce Centre based in Kirikiriroa (Hamilton City).  This year I am undertaking my final years 

study toward the completion of a Master’s degree in Health Service Management.

The main benefits for me from Te Rau Puawai is not just the  financial scholarships offered but 

also the active support, mentoring,  and meeting with  other people  studying in the sector from 

around Aotearoa  from undergraduate to doctoral study,  and the strong  sense of comradeship and 

whānaungatanga this provides to bursars.  I have previously undertaken study with support from 

TRP in 2009-2010.



TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 201642

ENJOLI SLACK
Ko Whakapunaki rāua ko Hikurangi te Maunga
Ko Wairoa rāua ko Waiapu te Awa
Ko Takitimu rāua ko Horouta te waka
Ko Taharora, ko Iri te kura me Mangahanea nga marae 
rāua ko Taihoa te marae
Ko Te Whānau a Hunaara rāua ko ngāti kahu te Hapu
Ko  Ngāti Porou rāua ko ngāti kahungunu ki Wairoa te Iwi
Ko Deanna Hollis tōku māmā
Ko Peter Slack tōku pāpā
Ko Enjoli Slack toku ingoa

Kia ora whānau, 

I grew up in Palmerston North and Feilding. I have been in 

Feilding pretty much since I started high school. My mother 

was born in Gisborne and brought up here in Feilding and my father was brough up in Ashhurst. 

I am a fourth year Bachelor of Social Work student and have a great interest in mental health. I 

have completed placement in community mental health and worked as a support worker for a 

residential mental health facility in my community. This is my first year of support from Te Rau 

Puawai and I hope to continue to work for this throughout post graduate study also. The main 

benefit of being a part of the Te Rau Puawai programme is the support. You become a part of this 

great whānau, where some don’t even know you but are there for you no matter what the need 

is. Everyone is understanding and helpful in academic and personal life. It has really opened my 

eyes to my own worldview and sense of culture. The people who are a apart of this programme 

are incredible, and have done grea things for the health and wellbeing of Māori in New Zealand. It 

has inspired me to continue onto postgraduate study and to continue to strive to do the best I can.

 

RENEE SMITH
Ko Renee Smith tōku ingoa
Ko Iritana Smith tōku mama
Ko Patariki Smith tōku papa
Ko Rangikawarawara te maunga
Ko Waihoehoe te awa
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka
Ko Ihutai te hapū
Ko Tauteihiihi te marae
Ko Taituha Smith tōku tungane
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KELLY STEWART
Ko Matawhaura te maunga
Ko Kaituna te awa
Ko Te Arawa te waka
Ko Tapuaeharuru te marae
Ko Ngati Pikiao te hapu
Ko Te Arawa te iwi
Ko Kelly toku ingoa

My name is Kelly Stewart and having lived in Australia 

for 7 years, I returned to my hometown of Rotorua 

one year ago. My background is predominantly 

banking, but gaining a degree in psychology will enable me to pursue a career where I can give 

back to the community. I have the full support of my loving family, including that of my son who 

has remained in Australia. Alongside the wonderful support of Te Rau Puawai, I am really excited 

about what the future holds.

Being part of the Te Rau Puawai programme is an absolute privilege, and I am most honoured to 

be part of it. The support and guidance from the Te Rau Puawai whānau is invaluable, and meeting 

other likeminded students is inspiring. Just knowing I have additional support puts my mind at rest 

and enables me to focus on getting my degree. I am grateful beyond words to the Te Rau Puawai 

whānau and would fully recommend the programme to any prospective students.   

Nga Mihi

Kelly



TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 201644

LEE-ANNE TATANA
Ko Tutamoe, ko Orowhana, ko Parangiora, ko Maunga-
taniwha ōku maunga 
Ko Kaihu, ko Rangiheke, ko Waikotekote, ko Raunganui 
ōku awa 
Ko Nga Puhi, ko Ngati Kuri, ko Ngati Kahu, ko Ngati What-
ua, ko English, ko Portugese ōku iwi 
Ko Ngati Torehina, ko Ngati Kuri o Herekino, ko Matarahu-
rahu, ko Te Paatu ōku hapu 
Ko Taita, ko Manukau, ko Kenana, ko 
Te Paatu ōku marae 
Ko Laurie Tatana tōku papa 
Ko Alexis Nathan tōku mama 
Ko Simon Ihaka tōku tane 
Ko Lee-Anne Sarah Tatana taku ingoa 
Ko Radijn, Taylah, Jasmine ratou ko Heemi ōku tamariki 
Ko Kaisar raua ko Alexiah ōku mokopuna 
Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

I grew up in Pakuranga, Auckland then moved to Manukau, Te Tai Tokerau when i was a teenager. 

Today I am a Crisis Advocate for Māori whānau within the Rodney District for Hestia Rodney 
Womens Refuge. 

My studies at Massey have taken me from a BA in psychology to a PG Dip in whānau development 
and now back to a PG Dip in psychology.  Throughout my studies Te Rau Puawai have always been 
there fully supporting and guiding me on. My next chapter will be a thesis around wahine Māori 
and my mahi. 

The main benefits of Te Rau Puawai are the consistency of support, awhi and guidance throughout 
te ao Massey.  Surrounding yourself with whānau Māori on a similar pathway of seeking knowledge 
provides a level of safety and comfort. 

Kia Ora 

Lee-Anne 

CARMEN TIMU-PARATA
Ko Takitimu te waka 
Ko Ngati Kahungunu to iwi 
Ko Rangikoianake te hapu 
Ko Kahuranaki te marae 
Ko Carmen Timu-Parata toku ingoa

Tena tatou katoa

I live in Wellington with my husband Andrew, two 

elder children and two mokopuna. My job is the 

Baby Friendly Initiative Co-ordinator with New Zealand Breastfeeding Alliance. My passion is in 

breastfeeding and increasing the awareness for our whānau Māori around this issue. I am currently 

finishing my masters in nursing through Massey University and I am enjoying being a part of the Te 

Rau Puawai whānau. 

Mauri ora 
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CHARLENE TIPENE
Ko Motatau tōku maunga
Ko Taikirau tōku awa
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua tōku waka
Ko Motatau tōku marae
Ko Ngatī Hine me Ngatī Te Tarawa ōku hapu
Ko Nga Puhi tōku iwi
Ko Ruth Keena tōku māmā
Ko Teo Wati Tipene  tōku pāpā
Ko Wiremu Menhennet  tōku tane
Ko Charlene Tipene taku ingoa

Ngā mihi ki a koutou,

While my family are from Te Tai Tokerau, my parents and one of my sisters and our families all 

currently live in Feilding.  I came back to Massey as an adult student after initially starting university 

fresh out of school – the difference being I have a much clearer picture of what I want to do this 

time around. I have provisional acceptance into Massey’s Clinical Psychology programme in 2017 

provided I get through my honours project this year.  With my whānau’s support I’m sure that will 

happen.  Until I attended the recent TRP conference I don’t think I appreciated just how isolating it 

can be to be one of only a couple of Māori students taking a paper – if not the only Māori student 

sometimes.  Especially studying extramurally where you don’t often meet other students kanohi 

ki te kanohi.  The conference gave me the opportunity to connect with like-minded people with 

similar kaupapa.  I was reminded that I am a Māori practitioner in the mental health field not just 

by virtue of being Māori but because I have an obligation and a desire to support my whānau and 

people to flourish.

Wishing everyone the best for their study in 2016



TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 201646

HARMONY TOIA
Ko Putahi te Maunga
Ko Wairoro te Awa
Ko Omapere te Roto
Ko Kohewhata me Te Kotahitanga nga Marae 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te Waka 
Ko Te Uri o Hua te Hapu 
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi
Ko Te Uwhinga Paki Wihongi te Tipuna wahine
Ko Tautoro Riiwi Toia te Koro
Ko Eruera Toia te papa
Ko Harmony Toia taku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

While I whakapapa to the far north I have spent most of my life under the protection of the Taranaki 

Maunga, in the small town of Waitara. I have moved onto the “big puff” of New Plymouth my small 

humble town still holds a treasured place in my heart.  I have two beautiful children who have both 

Māori and First Nation heritage as their father is from the Blackfoot tribes in Montana.  Currently I 

work as an Office Administrator for an IT company I am looking to pursue a career either in social 

policy or child psychology.  I enjoy the research and development of ideas in social policy, however 

I would like to try the practical application specifically in child psychology as I feel there is a great 

need for well skilled and qualified workers in both fields who are open to change and willing to 

adapt with that change.  I am enjoying the interaction of ideas and the welcome I have received 

from TRP and look forward to getting to know you all better soon
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CHERIE TUAUPIKI
Ko Honipaka te Maunga
Ko Tahaaroa te Awa
Ko Tainui te Waka
Ko Aruka te Marae
Ko Ngati Mahuta te Hapu
Ko Tainui te Iwi
Ko Cherie Tuaupiki toku ingoa

Born in a semi-rural Waikato town (Te Awamutu) spent most 

of my childhood being raised by my grandparents and staying 

in Tahaaroa (west coast mining settlement) especially during 

school holiday’s. Started working life with a job in Telecom in Wellington then changed into a career 

of freight forwarding for nine years.  Career changed to working with a government department 

while having my young family.  In early 2000 education then move into developing my own 

specialised business in cultural assessments for various government departments, courts, social 

services, health/mental health.  From 2005-2013 worked within mental health/Forensic services 

in Wellington region and projects for various DHB’s.  2013-2015 took a forced break for personal 

health and did consultation work for organisations and built up specialised work in Rongoa 

Māori and Cultural Assessment.  2015/16 working part time on E-learning project for intellectual/

physical disability (MOH contract) for a Māori disability organisation.  Overall goal is to align my 

knowledge and skills with some equivalent in qualification with the final step being self employed 

business owner again and working with indigenous people overseas.Assisting in getting the right 

qualifications to align to practical experience and knowledge. Networking with other like-minded 

students and learning new things to enhance what I do.

VERA TURNER
Ko Kakepuku te maunga
Ko Puniu te awa
Ko Tainui te waka
Ko Ngati Maniapoto te iwi
Ko Ngati Paretekawa te hapu
Ko Mangatoatoa te marae
Ko Vera Turner toku ingoa

Kia ora whānau

I am in my third year of part-time study enrolled in 

Postgraduate Diploma in Arts (social work) and look forward to this year’s continuing studies. I have 

been an employee of Te Taiwhenua o Heretaunga for the past 10 years working with adult mental 

health and rehabilitation in supported accommodation and I hope to continue my mahi in this 

area of Kaupapa Māori Services having recently attained validation to practice Social Work and full 

membership of ANZASW.   

 



TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 201648

RENEE WALKER 
Ko Paparoa te maunga
Ko Kawatiri te awa
Ko Ngai Tahu te iwi
Ko Renee Walker toku ingoa 

Kia Ora whānau

I live in Carters Beach with my three children aged 11, 4 and 3. 

I am a stay at home mum studying psychology part time and 

this is my first year as a Te Rau Puawai bursar. I have a particular 

interest in mental health because of issues faced by my own 

whānau and a need for more support in my community.  Te 

Rau Puawai has made it possible for me to enter the academic 

setting by their support, guidance and encouragement. In 

particular the networking with other bursars who are further along in their studies, their insights and 

understanding of how it feels to be starting out has been a source of invaluable inspiration. 

TE RANGIMARIA WARBRICK
Koianei oku kawai whakaheke tangata
Kei raro i te pae maunga Tararua 
Ko Rangitane te iwi
Kei raro i te maunga Tarawera
Ko Ngati Rangitihi te iwi 
Ko Te Rangimaria Warbrick taku ingoa   
Tena ra koutou katoa 

Kia ora mai whānau

My name is Te Rangimaria Warbrick. I am originally from 

Palmerston North. My whānau and I have been living in the 

Bay of Plenty for the last 10 years. During this time I have held a number positions within NGO’s and 

iwi based addiction services. Currently I am the clinical team leader at Tuhoe Hauora in Taneatua. 

I am an original bursar for the TRP scholarship programme and I am grateful to be back on board 

this year to start my Postgraduate Diploma in Social Service Supervision.  

Tena tatou katoa

Tena tatou ka toa!

The benefits of the programme are numerous, namely, the whānaungatanga, resources and 

mentoring that support the learning experience. It is also the shared experience that lightens the 

load on the journey towards academic achievement. 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui

Tihei Mauri Ora
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JOY KORORIA WEBSTER
Ko Mauao te Maunga
Ko Tauranga te Moana
Ko Mataatua te Waka
Ko Tamapahore, Tahuwhakatiki, Maungatapu me 
Whareroa oku Marae
Ko Nga Potiki, Ngati He, Ngai Te Ahi, Ngati Kuku oku Hapu
Ko Ngai Te Rangi me Ngati Ranginui oku Iwi
Ko Joy Kororia Webster taku ingoa

I am born and bred of Tauranga.  I have three boys (Adult, teen 

and tamaiti) and a very supportive Mama.  I graduated in 2015 

with my Bachelor of Arts, Psychology major after 5.5 years of extramural part time study.  I have 

continued on into post graduate study. I have been and am fortunate to have the continued support 

of Te Rau Puawai during my time studying. The benefits of Te Rau Puawai are numerous, having 

the support of the Te Rau Puawai board and staff financially and for their’ belief in the potential we 

possess.  The people we meet and networks created with fellow students and other academic staff 

and organisations.  The responsibility we have to Te Rau Puawai whānau keeps accountability alive 

and active in our daily study lives.  And to keep the company of people who have walked the path 

before and alongside you, and to help guide those who follow. 

KAYSHA WHAKARAU
Ko Ngāti Raukawa te iwi
Ko Pareraukawa toku hapu
Ko Ngātokuwaru toku marae
Ko Hokio toku awa
Ko Aotea toku waka
Ko Sonny toku papa
Ko Corina toku mama
Ko Whakarau toku whānau
Ko Kaysha ahau

Kia Ora everyone, I am Kaysha and in my 4th and final 

year of my Social work degree. This is my second year with Te Rau Puawai and I am so privileged to 

be a part of this awesome whānau. I am looking forward to finishing this year and getting that tohu. 

Something interesting is that I have passion for basketball.  

This year I am coaching a great bunch of U15 girls with the hopes of making it to nationals. 
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KARLIE WILLIS
Ko Tararua te Maunga
Ko Manawatu te Awa
Ko Moriori rāua ko Ngai Tahu oku Iwi
Ko Tuhoe toku whangai Tangata.
Ko Willis tōku whānau
Nō Te Papaioea enoho ana ki tāku whānau
Ko Chris rāua ko Tipene ōku Matua
Ko Jade rāua ko Rach ōku tuahine
Ko Brock tōku teina
Ko  Karlie tōku ingoa

Kia ora whānau, 

I grew up in the Manawatu and Horowhenua districts and am now settled in Palmerston North. I 

am currently in my fourth year of the Bachelor of Social Work and final year of my undergraduate 

degree! I am currently working as a youth worker at Te Au Rere a te Tonga (youth justice residence), 

which is where I did my third year placement. I would like to continue on to work with youth, but 

within the acute mental health field and this is my second year of study with TRP.  The main benefit 

of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme is being surrounded by so many inspirational people 

who are all working towards the same goal and are also committed to strengthening the Māori 

mental health workforce in New Zealand. Before Te Rau Puawai I never even considered further 

study after my undergraduate degree, and now I want not only my masters but also my PHD.

The support Te Rau Puawai provides is fantastic and it is a great feeling knowing the Te Rau Puawai 

whānau are supporting each other in the chasing of the tohu!

Ngā mihi
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TE RAU PUAWAI BURSARS 2016

First name Surname Degree

Susan Abbott Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Māori

Agnes Allen Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Te Ao Apaapa Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Māori

Pixie Armstrong-Barrington Doctor Clinical Psychology

Amelia Backhouse-Smith Doctor Clinical Psychology

Renee Barrell Bachelor of Arts - Social Policy/Psychology

Danielle Bell Post Graduate Diploma Cognitive Behaviour Therapy

Esther Bell Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Māori

Christine Best Bachelor of Social Work

Nicola Burgoyne Bachelor of Health Science - Psychology

Ngawari Carr Post Graduate Diploma in Science - Psychology

Cera Charleston Bachelor of Arts - Psychology

James Cherrington Bachelor of Social Work

Janine Copeland Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Māori

Maria Davey Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Benjamin Diaz Bachelor of Social Work

Gaylene Dobbyn Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Elaine Duval Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Rehabilitation

Lorraine Eade Masters of Applied Social Work

Tracy Edwards Bachelor of Arts - Māori Health

Josephine Faragher Post Graduate Diploma Social Service Supervision

Renee Fitzell Post Graduate Diploma Whānau Development

Dolly Flude Masters of Social Work

Cheyne Fortune Bachelor of Nursing

Traci Freeman Bachelor of Social Work

Kim Freeth Bachelor of Social Work

Annie Gifford Bachelor of Social Work

Madeleine Haerewa PhD Arts - Psychology

Nari Hann Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Jeanette Hastie Masters of Science - Psychology

Siobhan Hennessy Post Graduate Diploma in Nursing

Ann-Marie Higgins Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Tahi Hikitapua-Martin Bachelor of Social Work

Peni Hillman Bachelor of Health Science - Health Science

Jordan Hoerara   Master of Arts – Psychology

Mareta Hunt Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Māori

Temina Jenkins Bachelor of Nursing

David Kaire Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology
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Pita King PhD Arts - Psychology

Delta King Master of Arts - Psychology

Deanne King Master of Science - Psychology

Diane Koti Dr Clinical Psychology

Marjorie Lipsham Master of Philosophy - Health

Fernadez Mackey Bachelor of Arts - Social Policy/Māori Studies

Megan Mackie Bachelor of Nursing

Kathleen Mason Bachelor of Health Science - Māori Health

Hermione Matthews-John Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Cherene Neilson-Hornblow Post Graduate Diploma in Nursing

Rex Paraku Bachelor of Arts - Psychology/Māori

Kira Paul Diploma in Health Science - Māori Health

Huhana Pene Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Shana Pinker Bachelor of Science - Psychology

Teresa Pirihira-Bowen Masters of Applied Social Work

Joanne Pou Diploma in Rehabilitation

Racheal Priestley Bachelor of Social Work

Rozi Pukepuke Bachelor of Social Work

Kiti Ransfield-King Bachelor of Arts

Angelique Reweti PhD - Health Science

Cherie Rissetto Post Graduate Diploma in Social Work

Waireti Roestenburg PhD Arts - Psychology

Paule Ruwhiu PhD Social Work

Tio Sewell Masters in Management - Health Service Management

Enjoli Slack Bachelor of Social Work

Corrine Smith Bachelor of Health Science

Renee Smith PhD Arts - Psychology

Kelly Stewart Bachelor of Arts - Psychology

Lee-Anne Tatana Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Carmen Timu-Parata Masters of Nursing

Charlene Tipene Bachelor of Science (Hons) - Psychology

Harmony Toia Bachelor of Health Science - Psychology

Robert Trotman Bachelor of Health Science

Cherie Tuaupiki Post Graduate Diploma Whanau Development

Vera Turner Post Graduate Diploma in Social Work

Keremete Warbrick Post Graduate Diploma Social Service Supervision

Joy Webster Post Graduate Diploma in Arts - Psychology

Kaysha Whakarau Bachelor of Social Work

Karlie Willis Bachelor of Social Work

TE RAU PUAWAI BURSARS 2016
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The tohu (logo) was put together by a handful of 
Te Rau Puawai students in the first year (1999). 
The whakamārama to our whakaaro is as follows:

The tohu is shaped like a maunga, it represents 
the ascent to obtain a tertiary qualification, 
provide strength to our tauira/whānau (bursars) 
and a connection back to their tūrangawaewae.

The Poutama design on the left supports the 
journey to obtain mātauranga Māori and mātauranga Pākehā. It also provides an 
example to us as tauira to rest and consolidate our learning before ascending to 
the next level. 

The two koru represent the tauira/whānau. The lower of the two connects with 
the pūtake o te maunga - the base of the maunga and signals the start of the 
journey. This koru is also connected to the one above, which represents success 
in obtaining their goals. It also represents tauira/whānau graduating and that they 
are now standing at the tihi o te maunga (top of the maunga and remain part of 
the whānau).

The two koru also represents tuakana and teina relationships that Te Rau Puawai is 
based on. For example, those who are a year ahead are encouraged to help others 
who are starting out, in time; they will become the tuakana roopu, so the cycle 
of learning and support continues. Conversely, outside of Te Rau Puawai, those 
who have started the journey may well encourage other whānau members and 
colleagues to pursue a tertiary education in Māori mental health.  

The two koru were positioned in the middle as they essentially represent the tauira/
whānau, which depicts the core foundation of the workings of Te Rau Puawai. It is 
a depiction that the whānau are the centre of the programmes workings, activities, 
supports...it is a reflection of the empowerment model that Te Rau Puawai is based 
upon.

Initially, there were a number of colour combinations generated for us to peruse. 
The pounamu - greenstone was unanimously chosen, as it represents a treasured 
taonga. The taonga being the mātauranga learned might help in some way to heal 
our people. 

TE RAU PUAWAI

TE RAU PUAWAI TOHU




