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TE RAU PUAWAI

The sole focus for Te Rau Puawai is the education and retention of Maori in mental 
health related tertiary education.   Te Rau Puawai has developed a learning support 
model which incorporates Māori ways of living and learning into the learning 
experience of Māori students studying in a mainstream university.  The basis of 
the model is whakawhanaungatanga, manaaki, and tautoko as it encourages the 
bursars to work together as a whānau and participate in collective learning. While 
other scholarship programmes focus solely on financial support, Te Rau Puawai 
realises the importance of psychological as well as financial support. This is what 
differentiates Te Rau Puawai from other scholarship programmes.
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E te Whānau o Te Rau Puawai,
Tena koutou katoa.

Congratulations to those of you who have 
been awarded bursaries for 2017. Well done.  
You are following in the footsteps of more than 
400 Te Rau Puawai graduates in Psychology, 
Social Work, Disability, Nursing, Maori Health & 
Studies, Public health, Rehabilitation, Midwifery, 
Health Management, and Health Science. 
Obtaining a Te Rau Puawai bursary, however, is 
of course a double-edged sword.  On the one 
hand the bursary will help you on your way to 
completing a health qualification but on the 
other hand it also carries with it quite large expectations.  We want you to succeed 
and, more to the point, we also want you to make significant contributions to the 
health of our people.  

The Māori health workforce has increased dramatically over the past three or so 
decades and we now have more than a critical mass of well qualified people working in 
a wide range of areas.   Growing the workforce has been a major focus in the past and it 
needs to continue.  But it is also quite likely that the expectations on tomorrow’s health 
workforce will focus more and more on the prevention of illness and disability as well 
as the treatment and care of individuals.  Whānau Ora has been a step in that direction: 
it is concerned with addressing immediate problems, including health problems, but it 
is also about building whānau capability so that health problems don’t arise.  

So, while most of you expect to be working in the treatment and care arena, it is 
highly probable that you will also be increasingly expected to work with others to 
prevent diseases.  Working with others means working with Iwi groups, working with 
experts in other health disciplines, and working with people from other sectors (such 
as education and housing).  

The health problems that our people face are increasingly complex and are intertwined 
with a range of other problems.  In the future managing a person with type 2 diabetes 
for example might require the health worker to join a team that includes a nutritionist, 
a fitness trainer, an educationalist, a whānau leader, and a pharmacist.

But, back to the present, the immediate task is to finish this year with high grades and 
a wealth of new knowledge.  We fully expect that at the end of this academic year you 
will be able to say ‘ko oti pai’. 

Kia kaha, kia maia.
Mason Durie KNZM

FOREWORD - EMERITUS PROFESSOR SIR MASON DURIE



 Tena koutou katoa.

I trust you all had a well-deserved break over 
the Christmas period and took the opportunity 
to spend time with whānau and friends.  I hope 
also that 2016 was a rewarding and fruitful year 
– both academically and personally.  Looking 
forward to this year, the Te Rau Puawai Board 
will again maintain its focus on supporting 
our Bursars as much as we can.  The results 
of the past year have been exceptional with a 
paper pass-rate in excess of 90% (well above 
the University average).  This success can be 
derived from a number of factors and initiatives.  
We have, as in previously years, sought to mitigate the financial burden and challenges 
associated with tertiary study.  The provision of bursaries has been key to this process 
and the Board has sought to use the funds available to us in the most equitable and 
efficient manner possible.  

The provision of active support, mentoring, advocacy and tutoring has also been a 
critical success factor and is perhaps the most unique aspect of the programme.  I 
would therefore encourage you all to take full advantage of the support on offer, to 
seek advice early, and to also embrace our philosophy of Whanaungatanga and by 
providing advice and guidance to your peers and class-mates. 

Our relationships beyond the Board and Management Team has also helped drive our 
current levels of success.  Our funders, the Ministry of Health and their representatives, 
have provided critical advice and guidance on how the programme can be better 
shaped and refined.  How our investments can be more aligned to the changing 
needs of the sector, and how our outcomes can be maximised and extended.  The 
ongoing support from staff throughout the University has also been critical and we 
remain extremely appreciative of their efforts to support our programme and bursars.  
Tena koutou.

Notwithstanding the utility of these investments or activities, perhaps the most 
significant driver of success is the inherent dedication, enthusiasm, and drive of our 
Bursars and their Whānau.  To this end, I would encourage you all to start the year with 
high levels of enthusiasm and drive, to maintain this as best you can throughout the 
year, and in 12 months time to reflect on 2017 as a positive and fruitful year.  Where 
challenges and hurdles emerge (as Im sure they will) please make contact early and 
seek support actively – your success is our priority.

Noho ora mai koutou katoa

Te Kani Kingi

FOREWORD - PROFESSOR TE KANI KINGI – TE RAU PUAWAI 
BOARD CHAIR



As we move into 2017 you will undoubtedly be faced with a plethora of options that 
will shape your future. The only barrier to your success will be you. At Te Rau Puawai 
we are facing our own exciting redevelopment that will catapult us into the forefront of 
Maori Mental Health educational support providers. Some changes will be obvious but 
other changes will be less so; however, Te Rau Puawai still maintains the same vision 
as it always has; enhancement of the Māori mental health workforce by encouraging 
and supporting Māori tertiary entry, retention and graduation. 

The current success of Te Rau Puawai has not been achieved in isolation.  It is a result 
of committed coordinators, strong support from Massey University, a visionary Board 
of Management, generous funding from Health Workforce New Zealand - Ministry 
of Health, and the collective effort of, professional mentors, support mentors and 
talented bursars committed to the area of Māori mental Health.

So, as we go fourth into 2017, the Te Rau Puawai staff wish you all the very best for 
your chosen field of study and we look forward to getting to know our new bursars 
and catching up with our previous bursars.  

FOREWORD - BYRON PERKINS & ROBYN RICHARDSON

BYRON PERKINS ROBYN RICHARDSON





STUDENT PROFILES

2017
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AGNES ALLEN 
Ko Kirioke te Maunga
Ko Punakitere te Awa
Ko Te Iringa te Marae
Ko Ngati Tautahi te Hapu
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi
Ko Paora raua ko Heeni Mau oku Maatua
Ko Ron raua ko Hokimate Dixon oku matua
Ko Agnes Allen ahau

Tenei te mihi ki a koutou, 

I live Ahipara, I’m a fulltime mum and mental health worker and have been studying part time for 

years.  I have just completed my Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology 2016 and I am now venturing 

on to the Master of Arts, psychology programme this year.  It’s been a very slow journey with my 

goal of becoming a qualified psychologist, as they say the tortoise wins the race . . . .in the end.
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The benefits of being on TRP is the inclusion and regular contact with others who understand the 

challenges of working, raising a family, studying and just trying to keep your head above water.  Over 

the many years, Byron has the uncanny ability to always contact you just when you need it the most. 

Nga mihi nui Byron and Te Rau Puawai.

TE AO O TE RANGI APAAPA 
Ko Mauao raua ko Weraiti toku Maunga
Ko Moana nui a Toi te Moana
Te Kaukauroa o Pātatere toku wao
Ko Takitimu raua ko Tainui te Waka
Ko Ngati Ranginui ko Ngati Rangi ko Raukawa nga Iwi
Ko Pirirakau toa te Hapū.
Ko Tangata toku Marae.
Ko Te Ao Ote Rangi ahau.

Mauri Ora,

Born and raised in Tauranga Moana. My Whanau originate 

from Okauia at the foothills of Te Kaokaoroa o Patatere near 

Matamata harakeke and also the beautiful shores of Matakana Island in the Tauranga harbour. I am 

the father of 3 daughters and the oldest of 5 brothers. I am in the final year of a BA in Psychology 

and Maori. This is my third year as a bursar with Te Rau Puawai. Once i complete my degree i will 

build upon this tohu and use it in the field of Psychology with the veiw of enhancing the potential 

of our Rangatahi. I am a keen bow hunter, diver and fishermen, and enjoy Mahi kai for my whanau 

as a form of sustainable living.

Manawa Ora, Te Ao
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being on with Te Rau Puawai has provided me with an academic Whanau who can support and 

share in the good and not so good times.
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PIXIE ARMSTRONG-BARRINGTON 
Ko Tarakeha te Maunga
Ko Opepe te Awa
Ko Mataatua te Waka
Ko Opape te Marae
Ko Ngai Tamahaua te Hapu
Ko Whakatohea te Iwi
Ko Pixie Armstrong-Barrington toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau,

I grew up in Pakotai in Northland. I lived in Christchurch for 

10 years and moved to Auckland to complete my studies in 2014. Currently I am completing my 

research for the Doctorate of Clinical Psychology programme in Albany. This is my fourth year 

receiving support from Te Rau Puawai and I feel privileged and proud to be part of the Te Rau 

Puawai whanau. 

Nga mihi,

Pixie
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Connection, Support, Grounding

AMELIA BACKHOUSE-SMITH
Ko Maungakiekie te maunga
Ko Waitemata te moana
Ko Māhuhu ki te rangi te waka
Ko Ngāti Whātua te iwi
Ko Te Taoū te hapū
Ko Reweti te marae
Ko Angie rāua ko David ōku mātua
Ko Reuben tāku tungāne
Ko Amelia Backhouse-Smith ahau

Kia ora whānau,

I grew up in Waitakere, Auckland with my wonderful mum and younger brother. I currently 

live in Wellington and am completing the second year in the Doctorate of Clinical Psychology 

programme. I am so thankful for the tautoko of Te Rau Puawai. It is wonderful to meet with 

everyone and feel inspired for the mahi ahead.  

Wishing everyone the best with their studies in 2017. 

Mauri ora, Amelia
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Whanaungatanga with fellow bursars who are passionate about improving Māori mental health 

and receiving encouragement from Te Rau Puawai whānau in my studies and being able to learn 

from one another.
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ESTHER BELL
Ko Hikurangi te maunga 
Ko Waiapu te awa 
Ko Ngati Porou te iwi 
Ko Te Aitanga a Mate, ko Te Whanau a Hinerupe nga hapu 
Ko Whareponga, ko Awatere, ko Hinerupe nga marae 
Ko Esther ahau

Kia ora I am married to Albert Bell, we are very busy working full 

time, studying and watching our mokopuna grow up. Working 

towards BA Psychology major. Part of the Te Rau Puawai whanau 

since 2014

Ma te Atua koutou katoa e manaaki, 

Na, Esther

CHRISTINE BEST
Ko Taranaki te Maunga 
Ko Waitara te Awa 
Ko Te Atiawa te Iwi 
Ko Best te Whanau 
No Whakatane Ahau 
Ko Christine toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

My name is Christine and this year is my final year of a 

Bachelor of Social Work. I live in Whakatane on a dairy farm 

with my husband and two children who are 11yrs and 7yrs old. 

This is my second year studying with the support of Te Rau Puawai and I am looking forward to 

experiencing the Year 4 placement and learning more about the area of Maori Mental Health. 

Nga Mihi  

Christine
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme is the help financially to get through 

the degree which is extremely appreciated as it may not be possible to continue studying without it. 

Just as important as the financial help, is the support from TRP and all of the whanau that are a 

part of the scholarship. It is a very supportive environment and it makes you feel like you are not 

alone through the process of study – especially when doing it via distance. 

Help is offered not just for academic issues but also personal issues too. TRP want to help you 

succeed in any way possible.   
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ELEANOR BRITTAIN
Ko Moumoukai, ko Ōrangi ngā maunga 
Ko Waitirohia ki Nuhaka, ko Te Ewe ngā awa 
Ko Kahungunu, ko Whakakī ngā marae 
Ko Ngai te Ipu te hapū 
Ko Rākaipaaka, ko Rongomaiwahine, ko Ngāti 
Kahungunu ki Te Wairoa ngā iwi 
Ko Eleanor Brittain tōku ingoa

Tēnā koutou, 

My whānau come from Nuhaka and Whakakī, small 

communities north of Wairoa, where I spent my childhood. My family now mostly live in Napier and 

Hastings, though I have been living, working and studying by distance in Dunedin for the last seven 

years. I am looking forward to returning to the North Island in 2017, to Wellington to commence 

the Doctoral of Clinical Psychology. This is my first year of study with Te Rau Puawai support. 
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I am excited to be a part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau and I am looking forward to the mentoring 

as well as connecting with other students who are passionate about Māori mental health. 

 
NIKKI BURGOYNE 
Ko Maungataniwha te Maunga 
Ko Tokerau te Awa 
Ko Mamaru te Waka 
Ko Parapara te Marae 
Ko Ngapuhi te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Kahu te Iwi 
Ko Nikki Burgoyne toku ingoa

Kia Ora TRP Whanau

I grew up in Kaitaia, Northland. My parents and extended whanau still live there. I am the Clinical 

Product Coordinator for Northland DHB based at Whangarei Hospital and I manage all 4 NDHB 

hospitals. My background is in Paramedicine. I am currently completing a Bachelor of Health 

Psychology and will graduate mid 2017. I have 2 daughters – 1 who is completing her last year 

at AUT studying Criminology. My youngest daughter attends Bream Bay College. My husband, 

youngest daughter and I live in Ruakaka, Northland. All the best to our fellow TRP students with 

your studies.

Nga Mihi 

Nikki
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Having continuous support through the highs and lows. Feels good to belong to a group of 

people who are also on the same path as me. Makes me feel proud to represent TRP.
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CERA CHARLESTON
Ko Hikurangi te Maunga 
Ko Waiapu te Awa 
Ko Takitimu te Waka 
Ko Te Ngira te Marae 
Ko Turei te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi 
Ko Cera Mackenzie Charleston toku ingoa

Kia Ora whanau

I grew up in Kawerau, which is located in the Bay of Plenty 

where my mother grew up, with my parents and 2 siblings. I 

am currently completing my second year at Massey, studying 

Psychology through a Bachelor of Arts, in order to reach my 

dream of becoming a Clinical Psychologist. I was so honoured when I discovered that I had been 

accepted into the Te Rau Puawai programme this year and am thankful for all of the support I 

have already received in my first year of study.

Nga Mihi 

Cera

JAMES CHERRINGTON
James Cherrington tōku ingoa  
Ko Su Olsson tōku mama 
Ko Paki Cherrington tōku papa 
Ko Para Kore te maunga  
Ko Maruarua te awa 
Ko Ngāpuhi te iwi 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaurua te waka 
Ko Ngati Hine te hapū 
Ko Ngararatunua te marae

Kia ora koutou katoa, I am a student here at Massey University working towards a qualification 

in Social Work. Theatre, watching sports, and spending time with my wife and children are my 

passions. Completing my course of study will provide a better future for my whanau. 
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IRENE CRAWFORD-KALEOPA 
Ko Kohukete te Maunga 
Ko Te Whanganui a Orutu te Moana 
Ko Kaikoura te Awa 
Ko Takitimu te Waka 
Ko Wharerangi te Marae 
Ko Ngati hinepare, Ngati Mahu raua ko Nga Tawhao nga Hapu 
Ko Ngati Kahungunu te Iwi 
Ko Irene Crawford-Kaleopa toku ingoa

Kia Ora, my name's Irene.

I've spent just over the last decade working as a Journalist, and before that, teaching and youth 

work.

I have 4 amazing sons, I love basketball and kai moana, I google everything, and can't stand 

Auckland cos the traffic sux, the trains don't go anywhere near the airport, houses are way over 

priced and the Breakers are mud.

I'm stoked I got on this programme and I'm wondering if I'll know how to get a book out the 

library anymore because it's like 20 years since I last studied!!!
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of being on this programme are getting my fees paid and your 94% pass rate. 

GAYLENE DOBBYN 
Ko Pihanga te Maunga 
Ko Tongariro te Awa 
Ko Te Arawa te Waka 
Ko Hirangi Marae 
Ko Turangitukua te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Tuwharetoa te Iwi 
Ko Gaylene Bell toku ingoa

I am very grateful to be part of the Te Rau 

Puawai whanau again in 2017.  One of the 

main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme is the network of support people 

available.  This includes past and present Te Rau Puawai bursars, Massey academic mentors and 

the Te Rau Puawai team. I look forward to another successful year of study.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

One of the main benefits I have found from being a bursar is the network of support people 

available through Te Rau Puawai.  This includes past and present Te Rau Puawai bursars, Massey 

academic mentors and the Te Rau Puawai team who all want to help you succeed in the pursuit 

of attaining ‘your’ tohu.  Financial assistance with fees is also a key benefit, as is being part of the 

collective pursuit of achieving Mauri Ora.

Ngā mihi, Gaylene 
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ELAINE DUVAL 
Kia Ora Whanau 
Ko Te Kao toku kainga toku here tangata 
Ko Kurahaupo raua Mamari toku waka 
Ko Potahi taku marae taku turangawaewae 
Ko Te Aupouri toku Iwi toku mana toku tapu toku ihi

My name is Elaine Duval. My heart and soul lies in Te Kao. 

However, I was brought up in South Auckland and Queensland. 

I work for Counties Manukau Health as a Team Leader and have 

two children aged 14 and 17. I am studying part time towards 

a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology, minoring in Rehabilitation). I have been with Te Rau Puawai for 

10 years and I am grateful every year for the financial, academic and emotional support that I 

am given. I look forward to the Headstart Hui and meeting all of the new bursars and, of course, 

catching up with the old ones. 

I wish everyone the very best for the year ahead.  

Elaine 

LORRAINE EADE 
Ko Tokomaru tōku maunga 
Ko Wairau tōku awa 
Ko Tainui tōku waka 
Ko Wairau tōku marae 
Ko Parerarua te whare karakia 
Ko Te Arawaere me Ngati Haumia oku hapu 
Ko Ngati Rarua me nga Ngati Toarangatira ōku iwi 
Ko Ruth Kerei  tōku māmā 
Ko John Gridley tōku pāpā 
Ko David Eade tōku tane 
Ko Lorraine Eade ahau

Kia Ora Whanau

It’s great to be back for another year with the TRP whanau. Wishing you all the very best with your 

study and mahi……..looking forward to catching up!

Nga Mihi 

Lorr
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Always the support, not just the financial contribution towards fees and travel,  but the navigation 

across the university systems,  the linking with other bursars,  the academic support,  the 

continued awhi when you struggle a bit………it’s everything!
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TRACY EDWARDS
Ko Taranaki te Mounga 
Ko Tangahoe te Awa 
Ko Toi te Taniwha 
Ko Aotea Utanganui te Waka 
Ko Turi te Arikinui 
Ko Tangahoe rātou ko Ngāti Ruanui ko Ngā Ruahinerangi ngā Iwi 
Ko Hāpotiki rātou ko Hāmua ko Ngāti Tamahuuroa ngā Hapū 
Ko Taiporohenui rāua ko Oeo ngā Marae 
Ko Tracy Mihimamao Edwards tōku Ingoa

Kia ora tātou,

I whānau au i Te Tihi-o-Maru, ā, i tipu ake au i Hāwera. Kei Hunterville mātou ko tōku whānau e 

noho ana ināianei, tokowhā aku tamariki.  In 2008 my whānau and I moved to Australia, here I 

embarked in a new field of employment as a Support Worker in dual diagnosis Mental Health & 

Disabilities. This set a pathway to return home and utilize my skills and experiences within Māori 

Health Care.   Thus, applying for and successfully gaining a 2016 Bursary.  My career direction will be 

multi-faceted; the umbrella and primary focus is Māori Health, both within the community and of 

course my own whanau. The programme that continues my hīkoi is a Degree in Māori Studies.

Ngā mihi
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The financial support is invaluable, trying to get through first year studies without the added pressure 

of paying the following years tuition has been such a relief.  Te Rau Puawai are always there and 

available to assist me with any issues I may have at the time and to help me work through them 

successfully, I cannot thank Te Rau Puawai enough.  Kia ora.

ANGUS ELKINGTON
Ko Whitereia te Maunga 
Ko Rau Kawa te Moana 
Ko Tainu te Waka 
Ko Takapuwahia te Marae 
Ko Ngāti Toarangatira, Ngāti Koata, Kai Tahu, Ngaruahine, te Iwi 
Ko Angus Elkington taku ingoa

I grew up in Hamilton, and I’m currently working as a senior 

researcher for Te Raumatatini (mental health and addiction). I have 

been married for Five years and expecting a boy at the end of March. 

This year will be my first year in the DClinPsych programme in Albany. I have previously completed 

Master of Social Science, Honours and bachelor degree at the University of Waikato.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Te Rau Puawai offers an opportunity to lessen the burden of student loan after completing studies 

increasing freedom to help in our respective fields. The mentorship especially having transferred 

to a new University will help to me to focus more on my studies and getting the most out of 

it. These things coupled with the networks and relationship of those who are also part of the 

programme will hopefully continue into our respective workforce.
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ERU FINDLAY
Ko Hikurangi te Maunga 
Ko Waiapu te Awa 
Ko Horouta te Waka 
Ko Puketawai te Marae 
Ko Te Rangipureora te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi 
Ko Eru Findlay toku ingoa

Kia ora whanau,

I have spent a majority of my life in Gisborne, moving from my 

mother’s home of origin, Tolaga Bay. I am a Justice Manager 

at Turanga Ararau, an Iwi Tertiary Provider, and would like to be a Maori cultural teacher, advisor 

and writer in the area of Youth Justice. I have a counselling qualification in the Certificate of 

Moral Reconation Therapy and use it with at-risk youth. I am married to a teacher, and we have 3 

beautiful children. This is my first year of study with TRP support.

Nga mihi 

Eru 
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

- One on one mentoring and support.

- Collective support.

- Observance of Maori protocol and culture.

- Whanau environment.

 

CHEYNE FORTUNE 
Ko Whakarongorua toku Maunga 
Ko Hokianga toku Moana 
Ko Omapere te Roto  
Ko Ngātokimatawhaorua toku Waka 
Ko Rawhitiroa toku Marae 
Ko Te Popoto toku Hapu 
Ko Ngapuhi toku Iwi 
Ko Toni Fortune toku mama 
Ko Ian Fortune toku papa 
Ko Cheyne Fortune ahau

Kia ora  

My name is Cheyne Tamara Fortune. I am currently completing my third year of a Bachelor of 

Nursing degree. This is my second year with TRP.
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I appreciate both the academic and financial support from Te Rau Puawai, and although 

these have helped me greatly, the main benefit of being part of Te Rau Puawai (for me) is the 

community support I have received. I am truly overwhelmed at the lengths our TRP whanau will 

go for one another.  
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TRACI FREEMAN
Ko Taranaki te maunga 
Ko Aotea te waka 
Ko Waingongoro te awa 
Ko Ngaruahine me Ngati Ruanui nga iwi 
Ko Okahu Inuawai me Umutahi Kanihi nga hapu 
Ko Aotearoa me Kanihi nga marae 
Ko Traci toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

I am extremely fortunate to be a part of Te Rau Puawai for the ninth year. In 2016 I completed 

my Bachelor of Social Work degree after 8 years of part-time study and Te Rau Puawai are now 

supporting me to gain my Master of Social Work Degree. I currently work for Corrections and I’m 

passionate about supporting and empowering Maori with addictions and mental health struggles 

to find their feet and self-determination. I live in South Auckland but recently went back home to 

Taranaki where I regained a greater sense of connectedness to my whanau and turangawaewae…

now I’m ready to being this new academic journey with a greater purpose.

Nga Mihi 

Traci
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefit for me is the unwavering support, encouragement, and guidance Te Rau Puawai 

has given me throughout my academic journey. There has been many a time over the last 8 

years where I have second-guessed by capabilities and my “place” at University, and have almost 

thrown in the towel. But Te Rau Puawai has been there to encourage me and put me back on that 

academic horse each time I fell off. I will be forever grateful for this support.
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KIM FREETH
Tena tatou katoa 
Ko wai ahau?

Museo I te taha o toku papa 
Ko Hikurangi te Maunga 
Ko Waiapu te Awa 
Ko Horouta te Waka 
Ko Tairawhiti te Marae 
Ko Takimoana te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi

I te taha o toku mama 
Ko Maunganui te maunga                    
Ko Kaihu te awa 
Ko Omamari te waka 
Ko Taita te marae  
Ko Ngati Whatua te Hapu 
Ko Ngapuhi te iwi 
 
Ko Kim Freeth toku ingoa 
No reira, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa

Kia Ora Whanau

Greetings everyone and thank you again to the wonderful team at Te Rau Puawaui who continue 

to support me on my goal of obtaining a BSW. I’m working fulltime as a social worker for Te-Piki 

Oranga in Blenheim, and committed to improving the lives of whanau members who experience 

AOD and mental health issues.    

Nga Mihi 

Kim
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Generally good support and encouragement in helping to keep you inspired to keep on with your 

studies, particularly when you are working as well.  Nice to meet other students doing the same 

course. Obviously the financial support is a huge help.
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MADELEINE HAEREWA

Ko Matawhaura tōku maunga 
Ko Rotoiti tōku moana 
Ko Te Arawa tōku waka 
Ko Ngā Pūmanawa tōku marae 
Ko Ngāti Rongomai tōku hapu 
Ko Ngāti Rongomai tōku iwi 
Ko Stephen Albert tōku matua tane

Ko Taratara tōku maunga 
Ko Matauri bay tōku moana 
Ko Mataatua tōku waka 
Ko Tapui tōku marae 
Ko Ngati kura tōku hapu 
Ko Ngāpuhi tōku iwi 
Ko Tina-Marie Sharman tōku whaea 
Ko Madeleine Haerewa tōku ingoa

Kia Ora Whānau

I grew up in Auckland and have lived in the US and Australia. I returned home a few years ago and 

have been working as a child & adolescent psychologist. I am also a mum and have three children 

who are growing up too fast! I am very grateful to be part of the Te Rau Puawai whānau and being 

able to further my studies in psychology.

Ngā Mihi 

Madeleine

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefit of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme for me has been the support and 

meeting everyone!
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MARIA HAMILTON 
Ko Tawhitirahi te Maunga 
Ko Te Awa Poka te Awa 
Ko Mamari te Waka 
Ko Potahi te Marae 
Ko Te Rau Makutu te Hapu  
Ko Te Aupouri te Iwi 
Ko Maria Hamilton toku ingoa

Kia Ora,

I have been living in Australia for the past 10 years recently returning to the Far North – Te Kao, 

in the last 5 months. I have been working in Facility Management the past 4 years ranging from 

Mining to Public Hospitals. I have an interest in Humanitarian work and I am currently involved in 

supporting the work of HIV positive children that are not in Orphanages in Khon Kaen, Thailand.

Through my own personal experiences I believe the Mental Health systems in my hometown 

could improve leading me to pursuing study in Psychology and a pathway to bringing me home.

I have one son who attends school in Canberra, ACT – Australia.

Nga Mihi

Maria    
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I am supported in a Whanau type learning environment. I am able to share the journey with 

peers that serve a common goal and that is to improve Maori Mental Health.   We are enabled 

to succeed with being provided a Mentor, support tutors, Co-ordinator and reduced financial 

burden that could otherwise prevent the possibility of study. 
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NARI HANN
Ko Putauaki te Maunga 
Ko Rangitaikei te Awa 
Ko Mataatua te Waka 
Ko Tu Teauo te Marae 
Ko Nga Maihi te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Awa te Iwi 
Ko Nari toku ingoa

Tena Korua,

I live in the sunny bay of plenty with my husband, three children and mama. I have had over 

twenty years experience in the social service sector as a counsellor and social worker. I am 

currently completing a postgraduate diploma in psychology with a view to starting my masters 

this year. I have been with TRP for five years now and am privileged enough to assist Byron in 

supporting TRP social work students with their educational journey. Nga mihi

Nari
 
What are the main benefits of being on theTe Rau Puawai Programme?

TRP has offered some fantastic networking opportunities for me within the school of psychology 

at Massey and beyond. The academic advice given from Byron has also been so beneficial to me 

throughout this journey. I also really enjoy meeting other TRP bursars and the relationship that 

brings. Of course besides the academic support the financial assistance is fabulous.

TAI HARONGA
Ko Takitimu te Waka 
Ko Ngati Kahungunu te Iwi 
Ko Ngongore te Awa 
Ko Whanganui-a-tara te Maunga 
Ko Waimarama te Marae  
Ko Turoa raua ko Echo oku Mātua 
Ko Tai Haronga toku ingoa.

Kia Ora TPR Whanau. 

I was born and bred in friendly Feilding before living in the UK 

for a few years and finally Wellington. I have seven siblings and a heap of nephews and nieces. 

I have two children, a son Jed who is 11 and a daughter Mia who is 6. I come from a very close 

whanau even though we live in many different places. We are very supportive of each other and 

emphasise celebrating the successes in our whanau especially the younger generation. I am 

currently studying to complete a BA in Social Work (this has been an extremely long journey but 

i can see the end is nearing). I work fulltime for the MOE in Special Education. I look forward to 

meeting you all at the head start hui.

Nga mihi

Tai          
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JAN HASTIE
Ko Mauao te Maunga 
Ko Tauranga te Moana 
Ko Takitimu te waka 
Ko Ranginui te Iwi 
Ko Jan Hastie toku ingoa

I grew up in Tokoroa and have made my home in Rotorua for the 

past 16 years.  I am currently a lecturer in social science at Toi-

ohomai (formerly Waiariki) Institute of Technology.  I am about to 

conduct my research for my Masters in Science in Health Psychology early in 2017.  
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme is that there is always support that 

can be accessed when you require it.  Studying is not as easy journey.  It requires commitment, 

dedication and lots of hard work.  Te Rau Puawai not only removes the financial burden of study, 

it offers and emotional support with encouragement and the occasional motivational discussion 

that can get you back on track to be successful.  
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ANN-MARIE HIGGINS 
Ko Mataatua te waka 
Ko Maungapohatu to maunga 
Ko Ohinemataroa te awa 
Ko Tuhoe and Ngati Awa te iwi 
Ko Ngati Tawhaki and Wharepaia te hapu 
Ko Papuera and Wairaka te marae 
Ko Ann-Marie Higgins ahau

My father is Dutch and my mother was a ‘kiwi’ 

of Tuhoe / Ngati Awa descent.  I grew up in 

Whakatane.  I have lived in Auckland for eighteen years and currently work for Auckland District 

Health Board.  I have four adult kids (a son and 3 daughters) and one grandson, who is 17 and lives 

with me.  My eldest daughter Danielle, married on 3rd March this year, is in the photo with me.  I 

have been an extramural Massey student since 1987. 

This is my third year as a Te Rau Puawai bursar.  I plan to complete my PGDip Psychology this 

semester.  I plan to then complete a Master Arts (Psychology) by thesis only, next year.  I am so 

grateful for the help Te Rau Puawau give me with study costs, access to an academic mentor 

/ clinical advisor and the whanau support the team and other bursars provide me.  My post 

graduate study would be almost impossible without this support.  Being part of the Te Rau 

Puawau whanau means a PhD is no longer an impossible dream.  Qualifications I have with 

Massey are a Bachelor of Arts (Business Psychology major), Graduate Certificate Arts (Psychology). 

Nga mihi nui, Ann-Marie
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Having someone in Te Rau Puawai I can talk with who understands me and also, my struggles 

with my study, work, whanau and life ‘surprises’ leaves me feeling I am not alone on this journey.  

I am part of the Te Rau Puawai whanau, many of whom are in the same waka as me.  I want to 

be in a role that will enable me to make the difference I want to, to the wellbeing and health of 

Maori.  I hope to be able to work in more of a clinical role in the next few years helping to make 

a difference through health promotion, education and health decisions in the areas of women’s 

health and wellbeing, youth suicide and older people’s health.  I finally feel this is possible with 

support from Te Rau Puawai.
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TAHI HIKITAPUA-MARTIN 
Ko Rangitumau me Hikurangi nga Maunga 
Ko Ruamahanga me Waiapu nga Awa 
Ko Kurahaupo me Horouta nga Waka 
Ko Te Ore Ore me Iritekura nga Marae 
Ko Ngati Hamua me Rakairoa nga Hapu 
Ko Rangitane, Ngati Kahungunu, Ngati Porou me Kai Tahu nga Iwi 
Ko Tahi Tiria Hikitapua-Martin toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau,

I grew up in the Wairarapa, Masterton. I whakapapa to the Wairarapa on my Nanny’s side (mums 

mum) and have lived here my entire life. I am a twenty two year old single mum, bringing up my 

two year old son with the support of my whanau. I have been looking at all my options and have 

decided that a Bachelor in Social Work was the best choice, where I could make a difference in 

the life of the Rangatahi and their whanau. I am really passionate about Rangatahi and working 

with them to help them understand who they are and help them make better choices in life. I am 

fluent in Te Reo Maori and have a real passion for using my knowledge of Te Ao Maori to help with 

the Rangatahi of my community.

Nga mihi 

Tahi

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The major benefit for me with being on the Te Rau Puawai programme is the support that we get. 

The Te Rau Puawai staff really take the time to get to know you and how you work and support 

you through all your assignments. They also give you a lot of great advice with how to write 

assignments, different ways of studying and when to take the time to rest.

Another great benefit is all the awesome people we get to meet. I’ve met a lot of people who 

have made me feel so welcome in the Te Rau Puawai Whanau and who also offer a lot of support. 

This is my first year of study with Te Rau Puawai. Kia Ora Whanau,
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PENI HILLMAN
Ko Maungapōhatu te Maunga 
Ko Tauranga te Awa 
Ko Mataatua te Waka 
Ko Raroa te Marae 
Ko Tamaruarangi te Hapu 
Ko Tuhoe te Iwi 
Ko Wiremu rāua ko Whiuwhiu Huta-Martin ōku mātua 
Ko Ronald tōku tane 
Ko Peni Hillman toku ingoa

Tena koutou

Currently living in Tauranga with my husband and children, 

I was raised in Waimana in the Bay of Plenty where I started 

my career in the Health sector 10 years ago.  My role as a 

Regional Branch Manager for a mainstream company who is 

the largest provider of home base support services in New Zealand.  I started to seek qualifications 

that would match my experience, not only to further my education, but to be able to further 

influence decision making to further help our Maori people which is where my passion lies.  

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Te Rau Puawai has not only supported me financially but also encouraged me to continue with 

my studies with a passion.
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MEGAN HOLT-WHITE
Ko Whakakoro te Maunga 
Ko Taumārere te Awa 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te Waka 
Ko Ti Tii te Marae 
Ko Te Taura here o Ngāpuhi ki Waitākere te Hapu 
Ko Ngāpuhi te Iwi 
Ko Mia Holt-White tōku wahine mokopuna 
Ko Nikau Holt-White tōku tane mokopuna 
Ko Meg Holt-White toku ingoa 
Kia Ora

I grew up all over Aotearoa and Australia. My grandparents settled in Whangaparaoa, Rodney 

which is where I call home. I am a single parent of two beautiful children and am currently in 

my second year of my Psychology and Maori Studies degree. My desire is to work with young 

Māori to try to help them to choose a positive path for themselves and their mokopuna, when 

they become parents themselves. I am thrilled to be part of the Te Rau Puawai whanau and look 

forward to learning all I can at Massey University with the help of the TRP team.

Nga mihi 

Meg
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefit is having a team of knowledgeable and resourceful leaders who can help, 

support and guide me in my chosen field to get the most from my degree. All knowledge gained 

will filter back into Māori community once I begin working with our young people.
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MARETA HUNT
Ko Mataatua te Waka  
Ko Pohatu me Pūtauāki ōku Maunga  
Ko Ohinemataroa me Rangitāiki ōku Awa  
Ko Otenuku me Pukeko ōku Marae  
Ko Ngati Koura, Ngati Pukeko me Ngati Pahere ōku Hapu  
Ko Ngai Tuhoe, Ngati Awa me Ngati Maniapoto ōku Iwi  
Ko Mareta Hunt tōku ingoa.

Kia Ora Whanau,

I am a Hakiaha/Nohotima from Whakatane, I am also a Brown 

from Wairoa. I was whangai (adopted) to my mum’s sister and 

raised in Wairarapa from the age of 10. I am married with 3 

beautiful daughters who teach me and humble me each day. 

They are my motivation and the poutokomanawa to every decision and the passion that I have. 

I am a Hearing and Vision Technician/Community Health Worker for Counties Manukau Health- 

Te Kaahui Ora Maaori Health Service I have been working in health for 8years. And it was working 

at Te Rau Matatini that grew my desire to do more with my life experiences and change people’s 

lives and help influence positive outcomes for our whānau. I have 3 beautiful girls; 5years old, 

3years old and a 1 year old. I am studying towards a Bachelor of Arts, Psychology and Māori 

studies. And ultimately will be going on to become a Clinical Psychologist. This is my second year 

with Te Rau Puawai. I just love being a part of this roopu. 

Nga mihi maioha, 

Tūrou parea, tūrou hawaiki, 

Mareta Hunt
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Obviously having a scholarship under the belt for the year is great but what makes Te Rau Puawai 

unique is that it is a whānau focussed Programme. Your mentors support you, this is very valuable; 

so keep in touch with them and your paper coordinators. 

The mana that Te Rau Puawai carries in its name is incomparable. The workshops, headstart 

hui, midyear hui and all the tautoko along with networks you gain through the programme 

compliment your studies. Te Rau Puawai is the best! And one of its kind. 
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HERMIONE JOHN 
Ko Tinana te waka 
Ko Tumoana te tangata 
Ko Karirikura te moana 
Ko Wairua te awa 
Ko Whangatauatia te maunga 
Ko Roma te marae  
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi  
Ko Mereana Mathews raua ko Rodney John oku Matua 
Ko Tumoana Herbert toku hoa rangatira 
Tokotoru aku tamariki, ko Terina, ratou ko Kora-lee, ko Osheya 
No Ahipara ahau 
E noho ana ahau ki Ahipara 
Ko Hermione John toku ingoa

Kia ora whanau, I am currently enrolled in the psychology post graduate program after finishing 

my Bachelor of Arts majoring in psychology with a minor in anthropology last year. I am a part-

time student and fulltime mum who lives a wonderfully full life all the way in the Far-north! I am 

involved in lots of community and whanau based projects that help to ground and solidify my 

studies. I have been incredibly blessed to have received a Te Rau Puawau bursary for 4 years now, 

the awhi, tautoko and aroha has motivated me to keep striving for my goals and dreams. I look 

forward to the next few years of study and the opportunity to give back to my Te Rau Puawai 

whanau. 

Nau te rourou, naku te rourou, ka ora ai te iwi!



27TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2017

RIA JULIAN 
Ko Tararua te Maunga 
Ko Ohau te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka 
Ko Tukoreahe te Marae 
Ko Ngati Tukoreah te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Raukawa te Iwi 
Ko Hobson Ko Seymour nga Whanau 
Ko Kelvin Julian toku tane 
Ko  Ria Julian toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

I grew up in the Horowhenua district; Levin being my home town where my siblings still reside. 

I now live in Taranaki and have done for the past 39 years. My tane Kelvin and I live in Inglewood. 

I graduated last year (2016) with a BSW degree and I am now employed as a Social Worker in 

Schools working for Tu Tama Wahine O Taranaki; a kaupapa Maori Social Service. I have been 

in this role for two years; prior to this I worked for 19 years as a Recovery Facilitator in Mental 

Health and Addictions. My current role allows me to work alongside tamariki and their whanau 

to encourage resilience and determination to move forward. Thank you TRP for your ongoing 

support.   
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Te Rau Puawai whanau are an amazing support for encouragement and positivity to guide you 

through your studies. The headstart hui provides the opportunity to meet other recipients proving 

whanaunatanga and manaakitanga.
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CHATEYA KAMARIERA
I te taha o tōku Pāpā…

Ko Tararua te Maunga 
Ko Rangitikei te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka  
Ko Ohinepuhiawe te Marae 
Ko Parewahawaha te Hapu 
Ko Ngāti Raukawa te Iwi 
Ko Rebecca Simpson tōku Kuia 
Ko Taumatamahoe tōku Maunga 
Ko Tangonge tōku Awa 
Ko Tinana tōku Awa 
Ko Te Rarawa tōku Marae 
Ko Ngāti Moroki me Ngāti Te Ao ngā Hapu 
Ko Te Rarawa tōku Iwi 
Ko John Kamariera tōku Koroua 
Ko Corey Kamariera tōku Pāpā

I te taha o tōku Whaea…

Ko Ruapehu te Maunga 
Ko Whanganui te Awa 
Ko Aotea te Waka 
Ko Koroniti me Rānana ōku Marae 
Ko Ngāti Pamoana me Ngāti Ruaka ōku Hapu 
Ko Te Ati Haunui ā Pāpārangi te Iwi 
No te Netherlands hoki 
Ko Dixie Millar tōku Kuia  
Ko Ngāti Tāne, Ngāti Manaune me Ngāti Vara ki Mangaia, Ko Ngāti Tupuranga ki Aitutaki ōku Iwi 
Ko Oneroa, Veitatei me Tavaenga ōku Marae 
No Mangaia o ngā Kuki Airani me Tahiti 
Ko David Millar tōku Koroua 
Ko Dana Kunaiti tōku Whaea 
Ko Chateya Kamariera taku ingoa

Kia Ora, I was born & raised in Palmerston North. I have three brothers and one sister which I am 

the eldest of. I have recently just finished working at  Youth One Stop Shop for the past two years 

& have decided to leave and go study full time. I am looking to do a double major in Psychology & 

Maori Studies.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

One of the main benefits of Te Rau Puawai will be the support provided with a mentor who has 

studied the same papers as what I’ll be undertaking. That support & guidance will help me along 

the way in my journey towards making a difference in Maori Mental Health.
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DANIEL MARTIN KAWANA
Ko Rangitūmau te Maunga 
Ko Ruamahanga te Awa 
Ko Kurahaupo te Waka 
Ko Nga tau e waru te Marae 
Ko Ngati Hamua te Hapu 
Ko Rangitane te Iwi 
Ko Daniel Martin Kawana toku ingoa

Kei nga Rangatira – tena koutou katoa, 

I was born on my Turangawaewae in Wairarapa, I spent most 

of my childhood in Palmerston North, I attended both St Peters 

and St Patricks College Silverstream and joined the NZ army straight out of secondary school. 

I have an extensive background in many areas of the health sector and DHB’s in the North and 

South Islands. This is my final paper in my Postgraduate Diploma in Public Health and I’m looking 

forward to completing further studies.  

Mauri ora,  

Daniel 
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Having access to academic support 

 

DELTA KING
Ko Ngongotaha toku Maunga 
Ko Waiteti toku Awa 
Ko Arawa toku Waka 
Ko Waiteti toku Marae 
Ko Ngati ngararanui toku Hapu 
Ko Te Arawa toku Iwi 
Ko Irihapeti King toku mama 
Ko Moses Whakaue toku papa 
Ko Delta King taku ingoa

Kia Ora whanau, 

I come from Ngongotaha, an area in Rotorua where both of my parents were raised. I have 9 

siblings and am lucky to be part of a big and diverse whanau.  

I have experience doing support work in a Kaupapa Maori mental health and addictions service, 

which has been a great experience to accompany my studies in Psychology. 

This is my second year with TRP support as I finish my Masters thesis. 

Nga Mihi,

Delta
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PITA KING 
Ko Te Reinga te maunga 
Ko Waihou te awa 
Ko Mamari te waka 
Ko Waihou nui a rua te marae 
Ko Te Waekoi te hapu 
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi 
Ko Pita King taku ingoa

Kia ora koutou,

I am Palmerston North born and bred, where I started my working 

life as a forklift drive. After having enough of that, I moved to the 

mighty Waikato in 2009 to attend University. In 2012, I graduated with a Bachelor of Social 

Science majoring in psychology and philosophy, and in 2014, a Master of Applied Psychology 

in Community Psychology. During my time at Waikato University, I worked for five years as a 

Kaiāwhina, mentoring and supporting Māori undergraduate and graduate students in psychology 

and philosophy. I also worked for four years as a mainstream and a kaupapa Māori tutor in 

psychology. I moved to Massey University, Auckland, in 2015 and I am currently in my second year 

of my PhD. I have also worked for the past two years as the kaiwhakahaere within the School of 

Psychology, Massey University, Albany.. 

Ngā mihi

DIANE KOTI 
Tēnā koutou katoa 
I te taha o tōku māmā 
Ko Hikurangi te maunga 
Ko Waiapu te awa 
Ko Whareponga, ko Awatere, ko Hinerupe ngā marae 
Ko Te Aitanga a Mate, ko Te Whānau a Te Ao Taihi ngā hapu 
Ko Ngāti Porou te iwi

I te taha o tōku matua 
Ko Rangitoto, ko Pirongia ngā maunga 
Ko Mokau, ko Waipaa ngā awa 
Ko Taanehopuwai te papa kainga 
Ko Motiti te marae 
Ko Ngāti Apakura, ko Kinohaku ngā hapū 
Ko Ngāti Maniapoto te iwi

Ko Diane Koti tāku ingoa

I was born and breed in the Hawkes Bay. Currently, I'm in the second year of the Doctor of Clinical 

Psychology programme. 

Mauri ora.
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DANA KUNAITI
I te taha o tōku Pāpā…

Ko Ngāti Tāne, Ngāti Manaune me Ngāti Vara ki 
Mangaia, Ko Ngāti Tupuranga ki Aitutaki oku iwi 
Ko Oneroa, Veitatei me Tavaenga oku marae 
No Mangaia o ngā Kuki Airani me Tahiti 
Ko David Millar tōku pāpā 
Ko Norman Millar me Amy Viriaere oku tupuna

I te taha o tōku Whaea…

Ko Ruapehu te maunga 
Ko Whanganui te awa 
Ko Aotea te waka 
Ko Koroniti me Rānana oku marae 
Ko Ngāti Pamoana me Ngāti Ruaka oku hapu 
Ko Te Ati Haunui ā pāpārangi te iwi 
No te Netherlands hoki 
Ko Dixie Millar tōku Whaea 
Ko Pieter Vanderbyl me Peggy Edmonds oku tupuna

Ko Tawhiti Kunaiti taku hoa rangatira  
Ko Chateya me Ihaia oku tamariki 
Ko Dana Kunaiti taku ingoa

Tēnā tātou katoa

I was born and raised in Palmerston North and have lived there all my life.  I have five siblings; 

three sisters and two brothers with me being the second eldest child.  I have been happily 

married for 15 years, my husband and I have two children; Chateya who is 22 years old and 

Ihaia who is 20 years old.  My husband, our daughter and I are all fortunate enough to start our 

study journey together in 2017 and have all been successful recipients of the Te Rau Puawai 

Programme Scholarship.  I am currently the Risk and Contracts Manager at Central Primary Health 

Organisation and looking to study Psychology with a focus on Organisational Psychology.

Tēnei kā mihi, nā 

Dana
 
What are the main benefits of the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I believe the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme is to have the academic 

support with a designated mentor and tutor.  The support sessions provided for learning and the 

assignment preparation I hear are invaluable. There will also be opportunities to network with 

others who are undertaking the same or similar course of study that will prove very useful.  The 

overall support provided is to ensure student success for the Māori recipients which is amazing!  

The bigger picture is also to ensure there are more Māori mental health workers across the 

country.
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TAWHITI KUNAITI
I taku ūkaipō, ko Raukawa, ko Ngāti Matakore, ko 
Te Āti Hau, ko  Rangitāne, ko Ngāti Kuia ōku iwi. 
Ko Tararua te maunga 
Ko Manawatū te awa 
Ko Whakawehi, ko Kererū, ko Te Pā o Rākaumaui 
ngā marae

I taku ure tārewa, ko Ngāti Kahungunu ki Te 
Wairoa, ko Ngāti Ruapani, ko Rongomaiwahine ōku 
iwi.

Ko Whakapunake te maunga 
Ko Te Hangaroa te awa 
Ko Te Reinga te marae

Ko Dana Kunaiti taku hoa rangatira  
Ko Chateya Kamariera taku kōhine whakaangi 
Ko Ihaia Kereama Yok Gee Kunaiti taku tama. 
Ko Akon taku tino poti.

Tēnei ka mihi ki a Te Rau Puawai mōna i whakaaro nui ai ki te whakapakari ake i a ngai Māori i roto 

i te ao hinengaro, hei reira, whai oranga ai te iwi i ngā āhuatanga katoa o te ao, kia tū mana nui ai 

ia, kia rewa whakarunga ai ia, kia puta ia ki te wheiao, ki te ao mārama!  

Mōkori anō ngā mihi, me i kore ake a Te Rau Puawai, kua kore hoki te puapua e ngawhā mai, ā, 

kua kore hoki te manu e unu wainene kia whakanā, kia mākona a korokoro.  E whakamānawa atu 

ana i runga i te ngākau iti rawa!

I whānau mai ai au i Te Awahou, Foxton, ā, tupu ake au i reira i te Horowhenua. Taiohi ana au, 

ka hūnuku atu ki Te Papaioea, ā, kei reira tonu e noho ana.  Tokorua ōku tuakana, tokowhā 

ōku tuahine.  Ko tōku hoa wahine ko Dana Kunaiti tōna ingoa, ngahuru mā rima ngā tau kua 

noho pūmau māua, ā, tokorua ā māua tamariki: ko Chateya, rua ngahuru mā rua te pakeke o 

tēnei kōhine nei; ko Ihaia taku tama, rua ngahuru ōna tau. Nō mātou ko Dana, ko Chateya te 

maringanui kia whai wāhi ki roto o Te Rau Puawai i tēnei tau, ā, e whāia ana te tohu paetahi mātai 

hinengaro. Kei Te Rōpū Mana Hauora o Tararua o Ruahine au e mahi ana, kei Te Haumītanga o Te 

Tihi Whānau Ora anō hoki, ko ahau te Pou Whakarae mō ngā wāhi mahi e rua nei. 
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Ko te noho āhuru ki raro i tētehi Kaupapa Māori, ki roto i tētehi Whānau Māori.  

Ko ngā hua o te hōtaka hei painga mō te oranga o te hinengaro, o te tangata, o te iwi.

Ka takahia tētehi ara kua hoea kētia e ētehi atu, ko tāku noa, he whai i te huarahi nā rātou i para.

Ko te whiwhi i tētehi kaitiaki, kaiwhakaruru hei tuakana, hei kaitaunaki, hei tautāwhi. 
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MARJORIE LIPSHAM
Ko Rangitoto te Maunga 
Ko Waipa te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka 
Ko Te Kotahitanga te Marae 
Ko Urunumia te Hapu 
Ko Maniapoto te Iwi 
Ko Marjorie Lipsham toku ingoa

Tena koutou katoa,

I grew up in Rahui Pōkeka in the Waikato Region. I am of 

Waikato and Ngāti Maniapoto descent.  I am a social work 

teacher at Te Wānanga o Aotearoa in Palmerston North and 

have been there for several years.  Previous to working here, 

I spent time in the RNZAF and Corrections. 

I have two wonderful children who bring me so much joy, Terēhia and Wīremu.

This is my second year of study with TPR support.  
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being on the programme has enabled me to engage with like-minded people pursuing 

education.  Meeting other Māori on the programme is so rewarding too. And, the financial 

support I receive is greatly needed!
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MEGAN MACKIE
Ko Orakei te Maunga 
Ko Arahura te Awa 
Ko Takitimu te Waka 
Ko Arahura Pa te Marae 
Ko Ngati Waewae te Hapu 
Ko Ngai Tahu te Iwi 
Ko Megan Mackie toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau,

My name is Megan and I am currently studying an 

undergraduate Bachelor of Nursing degree in Palmerston 

North. I am now in my third year of study, and have moved 

to Palmerston from Wellington for my studies. I graduated high school in 2012 and went on to 

complete a Certificate in Health science at Whitireia Polytechnic, which is where I then moved 

into nursing. I have just completed a diploma of science, after taking a year off from nursing due 

to a sport injury.

During the university breaks I work as a health care assistant at Summerset Rest home in 

Paraparaumu, which involves caring for the elderly.
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

It has been beneficial having an academic mentor throughout this programme. I have been able 

to ask specific questions to my course, which has helped with my studies greatly. 
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AHNYA MARTIN 
Ko Taupiri te Maunga  
Ko Waikato te Awa  
Ko Tainui te Waka  
Ko Maurea te Marae  
Ko Ngati Hine and Ngati Nahote Hapu  
Ko Tainui te Iwi  
Ko Ahnya Martin toku ingoa 

Kia Ora Whanau, 

I currently live in Matakana north of Auckland with my 

Husband and our three children. I am currently a stay 

at home mother, housewife and student. I graduated in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in 

Psychology and a minor in Maori Studies. I am now working towards a Masters Degree in Science 

with an endorsement in Health Psychology. My passion is to work in the area of maternal mental 

health. I am looking forward to my thesis in which I wish to complete using a Kaupapa Maori 

approach to research. I look forward to taking this journey with TRP by myside. 

Nga Mihi  

Ahnya 
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of being a part of TRP will be the ongoing support both in general and with my 

learning. Studying from home and with young children has its difficulties, it will be awesome to 

have the support to help me achieve my goals during this time. 

KATHLEEN MASON 
Ko Puketapu te Maunga 
Ko Te Arai te Awa 
Ko Horouta te Waka 
Ko Ohako te Marae 
Ko Ngai Te Kete te Hapu 
Ko Rongowhakaata te Iwi

Ko Kathleen Mason toku ingoa

I was born in Auckland and raised in Blenheim. My husband and I have 

two beautiful daughters and we live in Auckland. I am nearing the end 

of a long journey where I have been studying towards a Bachelor of Health Science (maj. Maori). 

For most of that journey I have been a part-time extramural student. This is my second year 

being part of the Te Rau Puawai programme and for me the benefits have extended well beyond 

financial assistance. The mentoring, support and advice that I have received through Te Rau 

Puawai have been extremely valuable.
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MARCUS MATENA 
Ko te mea tuatahi me mihi atu ahau ki te umanga nei Te Rau Puawai mo 

to koutou tautoko i a au i roto i oku akoranga ki te whai atu oku wawata 

i roto i tenei mahi te mahi social work no reira tenei te mihi kau atu ki a 

koutou.

Ko Hikurangi me Rangitoto tuhua nga Maunga 
Ko Taringamotu te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka 
Ko Ngati Maniapoto te iwi 
Ko Ngati Hari, Ko Ngati Pahere, Ko Ngati Urunumia, Ko Ngati Huru 
nga Hapu 
Ko Hia Kaitupeka me Te Koura nga Marae 
Ko Mahnaylah Matena toku whaea 
Ko Shane Matena toku matua 
Ko Kat Wong toku hoa rangatira

Ko Marcus Matena taku ingoa  

Kia Ora Whanau 

I grew up in the East Coast in Haumoana in a small community between Hastings and Napier.  I 

love it out there and do a lot of recreational fishing and diving around Cape Kidnappers. 

I am currently mentoring a 9-year-old boy with ADHD and he also suffers from post traumatic 

stress. I have been advocating for him and his mother to his social worker, psychologist and 

pediatrician as he has had a very deprived childhood. He has not been to school in the last three 

years and has extremely complex behavioural issues. I enjoy the challenges he brings and also 

collaboratively working with a team to provide this tamariki with the best possible future.  

I managed to pass this year with an A- average in the Masters in Applied Social Work and look 

forward to moving into the new year with Te Rau Puawai’s support.  I always strive to be the best 

I can be and love personal and professional development. I look forward to catching up with you 

all in the new year.

Nga Mihi 

Marcus Matena  

GAYLE MOANA-JOHNSON
Ngati Tuwharetoa te iwi 
Ngati Hikairo te hapu 
Ko Papawai te marae 
Tena Koutou Katoa
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KELLY ANN NGARONOA
Ko Hikurangi te Maunga 
Ko Waiapu te Awa 
Ko Horouta te Waka 
Ko Rangimarie te Marae 
Ko Ngati Kahungungu te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Porou te Iwi 
Ko Kelly Ann Ngaronoa toku ingoa

Ko Ereti Gunn (Karauria) raua ko Peter Gunn raua ko 
Marie Love raua ko Edward Ngaronoa tōku tīpuna 
Ko Michelle Ngaronoa tōku māmā 
Ko Eugene Ngaronoa tōku pāpā 
Ko Erena tōku teina 
Ko Te Koha Hagerty toku tama

Kia ora Everyone

I am 28 years old and I love travelling the world. My goal is to travel to 30 countries before I 

turn 30 and I’m almost there. My favourite countries are Paris, Brazil, Scotland, America, Bali 

and Amsterdam.  I am really into health, wellness and adventure. My hobbies include, physical 

exercise, helping others, spending time with my family and friends as well as making natural 

products to help with our skin, hair and stress levels. Researching natural foods and their benefits 

is also something I love doing and surprisingly this has led to me cooking more which has now 

become another passion of mine.

I was born in Wellington and moved to Hastings when I was 3 years old. I am now living in 

Christchurch and have been for the past 14 years.

I have one amazing son (Te koha) who inspires me to succeed in whatever I put my mind to. 

I have completed a level 5 certificate in Counselling, a level 4 certificate in Social Services, 

a certificate in University Preparation (UE), a Certificate is ESOL teaching and a certificate in 

hospitality and business and marketing management.  

My goal is to study towards a degree that will give me the skills and knowledge to help others find 

their Mauri ora. 

I have worked within the social service sector for the last six years. Supporting and encouraging 

others to reach their full potential is what motivated me to pursue a career within the health 

profession. I am currently volunteering with “English Language Partners” as an ESOL teacher. Prior 

to this, I was a volunteer with Red Cross, Floyds, Christchurch City Council, Super Grans, Art for 

the Disabled and Arion farmyard park.   

I am very excited to study at Massey University next year and will ensure I work hard to complete 

my studies and accomplish my ultimate goal. Which is to get educated and be the first person in 

my immediate family to study at university.

Nga Mihi 

Kelly Ngaronoa
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What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being a part of such a beautiful group of people, who have a wealth of knowledge and experience 

which I can learn from.

The support and encouragement we get from everyone, especially the TRP team.

External help that other students may not receive, i.e. tutors, mentors, fee subsidies, conferences, 

huis and regular contact from the TRP team.  

Help with our essays and the relief of knowing someone will proof read them and give us 

suggestions before submitting it.  

Benefits like our flights, accommodation and food being paid for e.g., Head start hui. 

Feeling connected and a part of something great.

Knowing that there are other Maori out there who have the same passion and determination to 

see Maori thrive. 

KAREN NORTHCROFT
Ko Tauhara toku maunga                
Ko Mangamutu toku awa 
Ko Te Arawa toku waka 
Ko Tutetewha toku marae 
Ko Ngati Tutetewha toku hapu 
Ko Ngati Tuwharetoa toku iwi 
Ko Dian Northcroft toku mama 
Ko Tom Northcroft toku papa 
Ko Karen Northcroft toku ingoa

Kia Ora Tatou

I live in Taupo with my four children, and my marae and tipuna are 

at Waitahanui. This is my second year of studying toward a Bachelors Degree in Psychology, and 

therefore I am greatly appreciative to have the support of the Te Rau Puawai programme. I look 

forward to contributing to the enhancement of Maori health.

Kia ora 

Karen
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I look forward to the support of the mentoring programme, and also being able to attend the 

seminars and contact courses.
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KORIN O’BRIEN
Ko wai ahau?  
Ko Marotiri te maunga 
Ko Maungahauini te awa 
Ko Horouta te waka 
Ko Pakirikiri te marae 
Ko Te Whanau a Ruataupare te hapū 
Ko Ngati Porou te iwi 
Ko Nik Kopua toku pāpā 
Ko Karen Beckham toku māmā 
Ko Korin O’Brien toku ingoa

I am 37 years old and I was born in Whanganui on 

23 June 1979. I was raised in Whanganui also where 

I attended Sacred Heart College. I moved to Tamaki Makau Rau to join the Royal New Zealand 

Navy in January 1998 and I am currently working at Te Taua Moana Marae (Navy Marae) as the 

Marae Co-Ordinator.

I have a husband Ray O’Brien (Ngati Porou/Ngati Awa), RNZAF, and two daughters Kilani (8yrs) and 

Kenzie (6yrs) who attend Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Te Raki Paewhenua. My husband and I are both 

active in kapa haka in our services and the NZDF and we are both striving to achieve complete 

fluency in Te Reo Māori, like our tamariki. I began studying extramurally toward my Bachelor of 

Health Science, majoring in Māori Health, in late 2013 and I now have four papers left to complete 

my degree. This scholarship will provide the mentoring and financial support that I need to 

complete my degree in 2017.

Nga mihi maioha, 

Korin
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JOANNA PACKER 
Ko Tararua te Maunga 
Ko Manawatu te Awa 
Ko Kurahaupo te Waka 
Ko Parere te Marae 
Ko Ngati Apa te Hapu 
Ko Muaupoko te Iwi 
Ko Brenda Pratt toku mama  
Ko Russell Packer toku papa 
Ko Joanna Packer toku ingoa

Kia Ora tatou 

I grew up in Foxton Beach and I currently still live there. 

I am a nursing student in my third year of study. I am hoping to do Maori & pediatric mental health 

in my future career. I joined TRP second semester last year.

Nga Mihi  

Jo Packer
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

There are many benefits about being involved in TRP , but what I find most beneficial is the 

support you get from your peers and mentors , someone is always willing to listen and offer 

support when you need it .
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REX PARAKU
Ko Moehau te Maunga 
Ko Ohinemuri te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka 
Ko Te Pae o Hauraki te Marae 
Ko Hauraki te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Tamatera te Iwi

Ko Rex Shane Paraku toku ingoa

Kia ora whanau.

I was born in Te Kuiti and lived there up until 8 years 

until my parents decided to move to the Manawatu 

rohe. This year is my second year of study as a Te Rau 

Puawai bursar. I also work casually at ANZCO Foods Ltd, a meatworks out of Bulls and also study 

full time. I am the second eldest of four children and am currently the only immediate family 

member who is or has ever attended university. 

Nga mihi 

Rex
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Te Rau Puawai has more to offer than money and I think that people who apply are not fully 

aware, as was I when first applying. In my first year, so many things went wrong for my enrolment 

and the Te Rau Puawai networks pulled me through everything. I was able to get academic 

support from my mentor and reassurance from both Robyn Richardson and Byron Perkins (Te 

Rau Puawai coordinators). Also, Te Rau Puawai bursars had lots of advice to give on digesting 

information out of texts books and shortcuts for preparation of examinations. 
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DANIELLE PARATA 
Ko Parihaka te Maunga 
Ko Hatea te Awa 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te Waka 
Ko Pehiaweri te Marae 
Ko Ngati Ha te Hapu 
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi 
Ko Danielle Parata toku ingoa

Kia ora e te whanau,

I was born and raised in Tamaki Makaurau out west.

My father is from Matauri Bay and my mother from Kaeo. I the 

eldest of 4 children, I’ve been married now for 8 years to my husband Stone Whareumu who is 

from Nukutawhiti.

Together we have 2 beautiful girls Nevaeh-Aroha 9 and Calaiss Pene-Tuaia 6.

We currently reside in Otautahi we have been here now for 4 years to help with the rebuild and 

further my husband’s qualifications.

This is my 1st with TRP Support and I look forward to y journey with their guidance to complete 

my Bachelor in Social Work
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being supported on my education journey with fellow tauira
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KIRA PAUL
Ko Whakarāra te Maunga 
Ko Wairere te Awa 
Ko Mataatua te Waka 
Ko Te Ngaere te Marae 
Ko Ngaitū Pango te Hapu 
Ko Ngāpuhi te Iwi 
Ko Deanna toku wahine 
Ko Te Ariki rāua ko Kaharau āku tamariki

Ko Kira Paul toku ingoa

Kia ora mai Whānau!

My roots are from the far North but was born and raised in Palmerston North. I have a beautiful 

wife and 2 kids that keep me busy. I currently work for MASH Trust, an NGO in Mental Health, 

Physical and Intellectual Disability sector. I am a Team Leader for the Mental Health Community 

Services Team. I’m studying extramurally towards a Bachelor of Health Science, soon to be 

majoring in Health Promotion. This is my first year with TRP.

So far the main benefits, aside from the putea, have got to be the whanau support I feel. I 

started studying last year and doing it extramurally was tough going. I’m a person who needs to 

interact to learn. So feeling comfortable knowing I can call on mentors and fellow bursars makes 

everything seem less daunting.

Ngā mihi! 

Kira 

 

HELEN PEARSE-OTENE
Ko Maungataniwha te Maunga 
Ko Tapapa te Awa 
Ko Ngatokimatawhourua te Waka 
Ko Mangamuka te Marae 
Ko Kohatutaka te Hapu 
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi 
Ko Helen Pearse-Otene toku ingoa

Kia ora, my name is Helen and I live in Wellington with my 

whanau. As well as Ngapuhi, I whakapapa to Ngati Kuri, 

Ngati Ruanui, Ngati Rongomaiwahine-Kahungunu, Ngati 

Pahauwera and Ngati Pakeha. In 2017 I will be doing my 

PGDip in Psychological Practice, which is Massey’s pathway to formal registration with the NZ 

Psychologist’s Board. I work as a programme facilitator for Kokiri Maori Women’s Refuge.
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

This is the first year that I have received tautoko from Te Rau Puawai - and I feel very grateful to be 

able to get one step closer ki te tino tihi o te maunga. No reira, nga mihi nui.
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HUHANA PENE
Ko Hikurangi me Pukekoromiko oku Maunga 
Ko Waiapu me Mangatea oku Awa 
Ko Nukutaimemeha me Tainui oku Waka 
Ko Hinepare, Ohinewaiapu, Parekaitini me Oparure oku Marae 
Ko Ngai Tane, Whanau o Takimoana, Ngati Kinohaku oku Hapu 
Ko Ngati Porou me Maniapoto oku Iwi 
Ko Huhana Pene toku ingoa

Kia ora tatou katoa

I have been on the Te Rau Puawai journey for over a year now and 

appreciate the support within.    I am a Counsellor based in the Waiariki and wanting to pursue 

further studies in psychology to assist my practice and in particular working with Maori and 

community.  My background is working and counselling individuals, tamariki, rangatahi, couples 

and whanau.  In various areas from NGO, kura kaupapa, women’s prison, palliative care and 

community.

I have four tamariki, 2 of which keeps me busy with kura, sports and kapa haka a great way to 

ground myself outside of work and studies.  Looking forward to the hear ahead with TRP.

Mauri ora 

Huhana
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

TRP has provided great support during my studies.  My mentor has been encouraging when I 

needed it most, and offered good advice in study pathways.  Through the TRP hui I have met 

other tauira who have inspired me to complete the journey ahead and stay in touch with them as 

further support networks.
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LEAH PENNEY
Ko Tarakeha, te Maunga 
Ko Te Hokianga-a-Kupe, te Moana 
Ko Moetangi te Awa tupuna 
Ko Te Hokianga whakapau-karakia, te Rohe Papakainga 
Ko Tinana te Waka 
Ko Nga Puhi me nga Te Rarawa, te Iwi 
Ko Te Tao Maui, te Hapu 
Ko Ngatuna, te Wahi Papakainga 
Ko Matihetihe, te Marae 
Ko Tumoana, te Whare Hui 
Ko Nga Ringa Rau o te Akau, te Wharekai 
Ko Hato Hemi, te Whare Karakia 
Ko Hione, te urupa 
Ko Rodney Penney raua ko Amanda Were toku matua 
Tokowha aku Tamariki. ko Josh te matamua, ko Daniel, ko Sasha taku tamahine, ko Ashley te potiki 
Ko Brendan Hutchings tōku tane 
Ko Leah Penney tōku ingoa

Kia Ora Everyone. I am so excited to begin my Te Rau Puawai journey with you all and look 

forward to meeting you at our Auckland conference.

I grew up in Mitimiti on the North side of the beautiful Hokianga harbour. I have four children, 

three boys and a girl and we currently reside in another tiny little community, called Weber in the 

Tararua region. 

I am studying part time in 2017 to complete the second year of my BSW and look forward to the 

challenges and rewards that come with raising a family while studying.

Once again, I look forward to meeting you all.

Nga mihi 

Leah
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

This is my first year studying under TRP, so I have yet to experience all of the programme’s 

benefits. In saying this, 2016 was a new experience for me as I did spend some time with TRP 

recipients and staff and found that the support and aroha I received from the Massey Palmerston 

North TRP team, even before I was officially accepted on the programme was amazing and 

personally uplifting.
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KENT PETERSON 
Ko Putauaki  te Maunga 
Ko Orini te Awa 
Ko Mataatua te Waka 
Ko Taewhakaea te Marae 
Ko Ngai Taewhakaea te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Awa me Tuhoe oku Iwi 
Ko Kent Petersen toku ingoa

Kia Ora

I was born and raised in Whakatane. My father is Samoan, and my 

mother is Maori. She taught us great values, particularly pertaining 

to Maori tikanga and respect.   I am grateful to be a part of the TRP whanau, and look forward to 

contributing towards Maori mental health.

Kent Petersen
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GIPSY PIRIKA
Ko Taranaki tōku Maunga 
Ko Waiongana tōku Awa 
Ko Tokomaru tōku Waka 
Ko Muru-rau patu tōku Marae 
Ko Puketapu me Ngati Mutunga nga Hapu 
Ko Te Atiawa me Ngati Mutunga o Wharekauri ōku Iwi 
Ko Charles Namu Pirika tōku pāpā 
Ko Ana Kopu-Pirika tōku māmā 
Ko Virgil raua ko Nadine tōku tamariki 
Ko Terry Gipsy Pirika toku ingoa

Nga mihi whanau

I currently live in Wellington, Upper Hutt with my Mum (86), daughter, her beautiful tane me 

taku mokopuna. I am currently Social worker in Schools (SWIS). In this area I work in various 

levels of mental health with mokopuna and their whanau. Engari I have a passion to work in the 

DHB Te Whare Marie Mental Health Services in due time. I have one son, one daughter and four 

mokopuna.  This is my 3rd year postgraduate and I am very happy to be given a second chance at 

study and be accepted into the Te Rau Puawai scholarship.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The vast knowledge of Te Rau Puawai staff /co-ordinators. They are whom I can go to -to review 

my draft assignments – to seek assistance on campus updates/protocols. On two occasions of 

the year I get to meet all the TRP participants and share information, whakawhanaungatanga.  

To be proud as Maori and to be amongst leaders and role models - to share our dreams and 

aspirations for me and my whanau hapu and iwi.

My sister too is a TRP student from way back and together we are on the same journey of learning 

– to make our whanau proud – to say it’s never too late to study – to our tamariki, nieces, 

nephews – stay at school further your education, get a scholarship to help you. Just like us!!

I am really stoked to be accepted into TRP for 2017 as financial pressures would have seen me not 

able to further my education in 2017 without the help and guidance of Te Rau Puawai scholarship 

and so it is with much gratitude that I have been accepted and am able to progress towards 

completing my postgraduate degree and working for Mental Health



TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 201748

JODIE POPE
Ko Pirongia toku Maunga  
Ko Waipa te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka 
Ko Tokikapu te Marae 
Ko Ngati Uekaha mea Ngati Ruapuha   te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Maniapoto te Iwi 
Ko Shirley Pope toku mama 
Ko Greg Pope toku papa 
Ko Taanetinorau toku tipuna 
Ko Jodie Pope toku ingoa

Kia Ora koutou

I was born in Otorohanga where both my parents and there whanau are from this is the place I 

call my Turangawaewae. 

Although I was brought up in Papakura I always went home to see my whanau. I have 4 children 

1 son and 3 daughters and amongst my children I have a set of twins. I have always helped out 

others that are in need of advice or just a shoulder to lean on and I think that’s why I have decided 

to become a qualified social worker to put my skills that I already have into a more positive 

outcome for whanau’s. 

Nga mihi 

Jodie
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Having a scholarship through Te Rau Puawai is one of the most amazing things that has ever 

happened for me, the benefits are endless. Having a mass amount of support while studying is 

crucial, being able to ring and talk to TRP if your having issues, having help with general costs of 

study is just some of the benefits Te Rau Puawai  has offered myself and I look forward to starting 

my journey with TRP.
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AIRINI POWER
Ko Puketoi te Maunga 
Ko Owahanga te Awa 
Ko Kurahaupo te Waka 
Ko Papauma te Marae 
Ko Te Hika o Papauma te Hapu 
Ko Rangitane te Iwi 
Ko Airini toku ingoa

Kia ora koutou,

I am a 39 year old mum to 3 girls.  I grew up in a small rural community called Pongaroa.  My 

sisters and I were raised by our grandparents. I completed Level 4 Certificate in social work 

through Te Wananga O Aotearoa in 2011 and have set myself the goal of completing a BSW over 

the next 5 years. 

I am currently working for the Department of Corrections as a senior corrections officer.  Every 

day I see a need for change and this is my motivation to achieve my goal and be in a position to 

create the change needed.  This is my first time studying at this level and I am so happy and feel 

really privileged to have the support of TRP.

Airini
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RACHEAL PRIESTLEY
Ko Huruiki te maunga. 
Ko Whakapara te awa. 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka. 
Ko Ngāpuhi te iwi. 
Ko Ngati Hao te hapū. 
Ko Whakapara te marae. 
No Ōtautahi ahau.

Ko Reginald Toki tōku tūpuna tāne. 
Ko Stephen raua, ko Janine, oku mātua. 
Ko Mark Cooksley tōku tungane. 
ko Aidan taku hoa rangatira. 
Ko Liam rātou, ko Connor, ko Faith, ko Harry, ko Sopine aku tamariki, engari kua mate a Faith 
Ko Racheal tōku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

I grew up in South Auckland and moved to Christchurch in 2010.  I am a mother of four amazing 

children, ages 11, 10, 6 and 4.   

I am currently in my final year of my BSW degree.  Studying via distance has allowed me to juggle 

caring for the children, and educating myself.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being a busy mum means I am often time poor.  Having Te Rau Puawai support and 

encouragement allows me to work to my full potential.  Now in my final year of the BSW I hope 

to be able to support those coming up through the degree.



51TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2017

KARINA RAKETE
Ko Pakinga te maunga 
Ko Punakitere te awa 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka 
Ko Parihaka te marae 
Ko Ngati Tautahi te hapu 
Ko Nga Puhi te iwi 
Ko Karina Rakete toku ingoa

Kia ora my name is Karina.  I was born in Invercargill and spent 

all my childhood there.  Since then I have slowly moved up NZ 

appreciating the differences in the people I have met, the places I have lived and the variety of 

jobs I have done.  I am now living in Whangarei with my 12 year old daughter Danielle.  I have a 

Bachelor’s degree in Applied Social Services majoring in Counselling and am currently working full 

time as a therapist for Youth Horizons.  

At Massey I will be doing a Post Graduate Diploma in Cognitive Behavioural Therapy. I feel grateful 

and fortunate to be a TRP recipient and look forward to meeting everyone else.
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

As I am largely unfamiliar with Auckland and know very few people there, having somewhere to 

go for support will be a huge benefit to me. The financial assistance from TRP will also help to 

lessen my worries about cost enabling me to focus and enjoy my studies instead.

KITI RANSFIELD-KING 
Tuatahi he honore, he kororia ki a Ihowa. He mihi 
mahana ki a koutou katoa e rapu ana i te 
matauranga hei oranga mo to whanau me to iwi.  Oti ra 
ki nga kaiwhakahaere o Te Rau Puawai e kawe nei i nga 
kaupapa, kei te mihi, kei te mihi. 

Kia ora everyone, my name is Kiti Ransfield-King.  Born 

and bred in Rotorua, I am of Te Arawa, Kai Tahu, Raukawa, 

Tainui, Ngaiterangi and Hauraki descent.  My husband 

Regan descends from Hokianga, Ngapuhi in the far north.   

I have five tamariki/children ranging from 18 years old 

to my baby who has recently turned 3. I am excited to start my studies with you all and thank 

you to those who have already shared a bit about yourselves.  I am doing a BA with a major in 

Psychology.  My key word for my academic journey with Massey, which also sums up what my 

whanau require from me, is ‘balance’.  I am looking forward to getting to know you all better and 

sharing ideas and korero. Oti ra he tangi mo ratou kua wehe atu ki te po, he mihi aroha ki a ratou 

kua takahi te ara mo tatou.  No reira, tena koutou katoa.  
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GREG RATCLIFFE
Ko Ohakiri tōku maunga 
Ko Kaeo tōku awa 
Ko Ngātokimatawhaorua tōku waka 
Ko Waikukupa tōku marae 
Ko Ngāpuhi me Ngāti Kahu ōku Iwi 
Ko Clynton Ratcliffe tōku pāpā 
Ko Linda Williams tōku māmā 
Ko Greg Ratcliffe taku ingoa

Kia ora koutou,

I grew up in Kaeo, on a farm on the Whangaroa harbour. All of 

my father’s European and Māori Whakapapa are strongly linked to this area, as am I. My previous 

occupations are dairy farmer and builder. Now I am a fulltime student with the goal of clinical 

psychology, specialising in Māori youth and whānau relationships. I live in Auckland with my wife 

Lucy and 5-year-old daughter Veronica. As time allows, I also look to advance my understanding 

of Māori customs and language. I will also study and volunteer at Youthline to broaden my skills 

and self-development in helping others who need support. This is my second year of study and 

first with TRP support.

Ngā mihi 

Greg
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

My expected benefits of being on the TRP programme is to gain the support of people who have 

knowledge of the language and customs of the people I would most like to help.

MERV RAWIRI
Ko Managmutu te Maunga 
Ko Tanigwai te Awa 
Ko Kurahaupo te Waka 
Ko Rangikohu te Marae 
Ko Ngati Kuri te Hapu 
Ko Te Rarawa te Iwi 
Ko Merv Rawiri toku ingoa

Tena kautou e te whanau, 

Born in Auckland 1967, 10 siblings, move to our mothers hau kainga in Herekino in 1977. Worked 

for our whanau in Mental Health for four years as a Community Support Worker for Far North 

Mental Health and Addiction Services at Kaitaia Sub Acute Unit. 

Worked for youth at risk and their families for 15-20yrs prior. 

Happily together with my wife of 30years, together have 4 sons & 4 mokopuna, looking forward 

to this journey of my BSW with TRP and Massey Uni

Mauri ora 

Merv
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TAYLA RETI
Ngati Toarangatira te iwi 
Ngati Kimihia te hapu 
Ko Hongoeka te marae

Tena Koutou katoa

Doctor of Clinical Psychology

ANGELIQUE REWETI
Ko Te Ahuahu te maunga 
Ko Omapere to waiū 
Ko Parawhenua te marae 
Ko Ngati Hineira te hapū 
Ko Ngāpuhi te iwi 
Ko Kemp Reweti taku hoa rangatira no Ngati Raukawa, 
Ngati Parewahawaha ia. 
Tokorua āku tamariki 
Ko Angelique Reweti toku ingoa

Tēnā koutou ki te whānau o Te Rau Puawai. I grew up in 

Auckland, spent a decade in the South Island, some time 

living in Wellington before settling in Palmerston North 

which is close to where my husband is from. I have a varied 

background working in Adventure Tourism, for Family Violence and Rape Crisis, the International 

Humanitarian sector, and crisis/respite for youth. I completed an Honours degree in Health 

Science majoring in Maori health and am now a 2nd year PhD student in Public Health focusing 

on whanau ora. I have 2 beautiful and adventurous boys (3 years and 1 years) who keep us busy 

and entertained on a daily basis and a very loving and supportive whanau who inspire me to be 

the best that I can be. Te Rau Puawai have supported me over a number of years and have been 

instrumental for me being able to achieve academic success. 

Mauri Tū Mauri Ora 

Angelique Reweti
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PAULETTE RIPIKOI
Ko Kohukohunui te Maunga 
Ko Piako te Awa 
Ko Tainui te Waka 
Ko Makomako te Marae 
Ko Ngati Taurua te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Paoa te Iwi 
Ko Paulette Ripikoi toku ingoa

Kia ora Whanau,

I’m on my last leg of what has been a very long journey to registration as a psychologist. I’m 

looking forward to an exciting and challenging year ahead when I move from windy Wellington 

to Tauranga to begin my internship. All the best to everyone for your studies in 2017, may it be a 

great year for us all.

Ngā mihi, 

Paulette
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Connecting with other students.
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CHERIE RISSETTO
Ko Tokomaru te waka 
Ko Waiongana te awa 
Ko Taranaki te maunga 
Ko Te Atiawa, Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri ngā iwi 
Ko Muru Raupatu te marae 
Ko Puketapu te hapū 
Ko Charlie Pirika tōku papa 
Ko Terry Kopu tōku mama 
Ko Takana Rissetto tōku tane 
Ko Justin raua ko Arana ngā tamariki 
Ko Cherie Rissetto tōku ingoa

I qualified with a Bachelor of Social Work in 2009.  My previous mahi as a social worker has been 

in Ngo's, Iwi provider, and government organisations supporting tamariki, mokopuna, kaumatua 

and whānau. I also had the opportunity to be part of the beginnings of the Whānau Ora process 

in 2010, and contract work recently as an assessor for youth benefits.  All these experiences have 

been an excellent journey in developing my practice to whānau wellbeing.  I live in Dannevirke 

with my husband Takana who whakapapa to Rangitane, Kahungunu, Te Arawa and Ngai Tahu 

Iwi.  My husband is such as awesome strength to me with my studies, and has always been 

encouraging in whatever I wish to pursue.  We have two sons, our eldest (Justin) lives in Auckland, 

and youngest (Arana) lives in Sydney, Paramatta). 

I currently work for Te Wānanga o Raukawa, Otaki as a Pukenga/tutor delivering the Poutaronga 

Toiora Whānau programme (Bachelor of Social Work).  I have been in this position nine months 

and it has been a challenge but also an awesome experience working amongst those who 

speak the Reo and to embrace and learn all Te Wānanga o Raukawa have to offer and what I can 

contribute - learn, grow and develop together as a team.

I am in my fourth year of Postgraduate Diploma in Social Work.  I am very grateful for Te Rau 

Puawai staff for all their continued support with my studies, and the opportunity to keep learning 

to assist our people for continued improved health outcomes.  Remember to look after yourself 

throughout your journey of studies.  I wish you all well. 

Go well, blessings to you all. 
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NAOMI ROBINSON 
Ko Ruahine, rātou ko Tararua, Tongariro me Tuhirangi ngā 
maunga 
Ko Oroua, rātou ko Manawatū, Taupo-nui-a tia me Tutaekuri 
ngā awa me te roto 
Ko Tainui rātou ko Te Arawa me Takitimu ngā waka 
Ko Kauwhata, rātou ko Aorangi, Poutu, Poukura me Moteo 
ngā marae 
Ko Ngāti Hinepare rātou ko Tahuriwakanui, Ngāti Whakatere, 
Ngāti Parekaawa me Ngāti Hinepare ngā hapū| 
Ko Ngāti Kauwhata rātou ko Ngāti Raukawa, Ngāti 
Tūwharetoa me Ngāti Kahungunu ngā iwi 
Ko Naomi Tracey Robinson tāku ingoa.

Kia ora whānau,

I am a returning student, and very grateful for the support from Te Rau Puawai.

I am married, mother of four children and grandmother of eight.

I reside in Foxton and work at Te Waiora Community Health Service.

Ngā mihinui kia koutou katoa.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The primary benefit of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme is whakawhanaungatanga – 

being able to access support from previous students, their experiences including meeting staff 

that are delivering papers for your programme. 

-  Also, financial and academic mentoring support is a positive contribution to enable and support 

student wellbeing and achievement.

-  Access to Te Rau Puawai role models in the area of academic research and innovation.
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WAIRETI ROESTENBURG
Ko Taraia te Maunga 
Ko Te  Wairoa Hopupu Hinengenenge  Matiangirau  te Awa 
Ko Takitimu te Waka 
Ko Ruataniwha te Marae 
Ko Ngati Iwi Katea te Hapu 
Ko Ngati Kahungunu Ki Wairoa te Iwi

Ko Waireti toku ingoa

Tena Koe – I am a Māori-Dutch psychology lecturer who 

specialises in Māori mental health; professional tikanga-Māori 

practitioner; doctoral candidate; Mama (4) and Nana (5) of Ngāti Pahauwera, Ngāti Kahungunu 

ki te Wairoa, Ngapuhi, Dutch and Irish ancestry. I am also the Director of Te Amokura Center for 

Wholeness and Total Wellbeing where timeless Māori healing practices are re-emerged in order 

to soothe and heal hearts and minds, bodies and souls and restore wholeness.

The re-emergence of Indigenous spiritual vitalities that inform the re-storation of Indigenous 

intellectual sovereignty, knowledge, and practices, for the healing and benefit of Indigenous, and 

all peoples, is my passion and specialty, particularly in the realms of Indigenous/Māori mental 

health.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being inspired and moved, on mass, as Māori to succeed academically for the benefit of 

our people and the restoration of the mana, ihi and wehi of our ancestors and therefore our 

mokopuna.
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ENJOLI SLACK
Ko Whakapunaki rāua ko Hikurangi te Maunga 
Ko Wairoa rāua ko Waiapu te Awa 
Ko Takitimu rāua ko Horouta te waka 
Ko Taharora, ko Iri te kura me Mangahanea nga marae 
rāua ko Taihoa te marae 
Ko Te Whānau a Hunaara rāua ko Ngāti Kahu te Hapu 
Ko Ngāti Porou rāua ko ngāti kahungunu ki Wairoa te Iwi 
Ko Deanna Hollis tōku māmā 
Ko Peter Slack tōku pāpā 
Ko Enjoli Slack toku ingoa

Kia ora whānau,

I grew up in Palmerston North and Feilding. My mother was born in Gisborne and brought up 

here in Feilding and my father was brought up in Ashhurst. I have just finished my Bachelor of 

Social Work and am about to embark on my journey in Masters of Social Work. I am extremely 

thankful for Te Rau Puawai, and grateful that they are continuing to support my journey in social 

work. Te Rau Puawai is an incredible whānau, with support and encouragement that I have never 

felt before. It has really opened my eyes to my own worldview and sense of culture. The people 

who are a apart of this programme are incredible, and have done great things for the health and 

wellbeing of Māori in New Zealand. It has inspired me to continue onto postgraduate study and to 

continue to strive to do the best I can for tangata whenua.

RENEE SMITH 
Ko Renee Smith tōku ingoa 
Ko Iritana Smith tōku mama 
Ko Patariki Smith tōku papa 
Ko Rangikawarawara te maunga 
Ko Waihoehoe te awa 
Ko Te Rarawa te iwi 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te waka 
Ko Ihutai te hapū 
Ko Tauteihiihi te marae 
Ko Taituha Smith tōku tungane
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DELIA SNELL
Nō Ngāi Tahu toku pāpā 
Nō Ngāti Pou me Ngāi Te Rangi tōku māmā 
Ko Putataka te maunga 
Ko Waikato te awa 
Ko Tainui te waka 
Ko Oraeroa te marae 
Ko Ngāti Tāhinga te hapu 
Ko Ngāti Pou te iwi   
Ko Hohepa Snell rāua Stuart Williamson ōku tupuna tāne 
Ko Zoe Snell rāua Jocelyn Williamson ōku tupuna wahine 
Ko Stephen Snell tōku papa 
Ko Maree Sheard tōku mama 
Ko Sarah rātou Ko Andrew Ko Roseanne āku tuākana 
Ko Jonathan tāku teina  
Ko Delia Snell tāku ingoa 

Kia ora tātou,

My home is Feilding, and this is where I live with much of my whānau. I am halfway through 

completing my research thesis for the Master of Science degree majoring in health psychology. 

The research is a discursive study of women’s accounts of smoking during pregnancy. I work 

part-time in public health services at Whanganui hospital and much of my spare time is spent with 

my whānau playing sport, gardening and beekeeping. 

Ngā mihi 

Delia
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KELLY STEWART
Ko Matawhaura  te Maunga 
Ko  Kaituna te Awa 
Ko Te Arawa te Waka 
Ko Tapuaeharuru te Marae 
Ko Ngati Pikiao te Hapu 
Ko Te Arawa te Iwi 
Ko Kelly Stewart toku ingoa

I was born in Nelson, but grew up in Rotorua, where 

my mother is originally from. After living in Australia for 

almost 8 years I returned to my hometown of Rotorua 2 years ago, and finally decided the time 

was right to fulfil a dream and study psychology.  I am entering into my second year of study, and 

support from TRP has been absolutely invaluable, along with the support from my son, partner 

and whanau. At this stage, I have not firmly decided where my studies will take me, but working 

within Corrective Services may be a possibility. 
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of the Te Rau Puawai Programme is the sense of whanau and support within 

the programme, in addition to connections with other students.

  

ANGELA TAMOU 
Ko Maungakawa te Maunga  
Ko Topehaehae te Awa  
Ko Tainui te Waka  
Ko Kai ata mata te Marae  
Ko Ngati Werewere te Hapu  
Ko Ngati Haua te Iwi 

Ko Angela toku ingoa 

Tena tatou katoa, 

I was born in Hamilton; however I have lived in Christchurch since I was 5, I’m 41 now and so 

Christchurch is my home. I am married and we have 5 children together and 1 mokopuna. My 

father is of Cook Island and Tahitian descent. My mother is Maori. I have a visual impairment that 

puts me in a legally blind category since 2007. Academically most of my learning has be in my 

adult life. I have learnt many things in Kaupapa Maori such as Toi Maori, Tikanga, Karanga and Te 

Reo. Also, studied Small business management and Business Administration. My current passion is 

to help other get to a personal or collective goal for better well-being.   

 What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme? 

As with anything I do with a group whakawhanaungatanga, building relationships with others is 

important to me first and foremost. I love this aspect of TRP. Mauri ora 



61TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2017

 LEE-ANNE TATANA
Ko Tutamoe, Ko Orowhana, Ko Puke Hapai ōku maunga 
Ko Kaihu, Ko Mangatatere ōku awa 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua, Ko Mamaru, Ko Mahuhu ki te Rangi, 
Ko Kurahaupo ōku waka 
KoTaita, Ko Manukau, Ko Te Paatu, Ko Kenana ōku marae 
Ko Ngati Torehina, Ko Te Paatu, Ko Matarahurahu nga hapu 
Ko Nga Puhi, Ko Ngati Kuri, Ko Ngat Kahu ōku iwi 
Ko Alexis Nathan tōku māmā 
Ko Laurie Tatana tōku pāpā 
Ko Simon Ihaka tōku tane 
Ko Lee-Anne taku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

I grew up in Pakuranga, Tamaki Makaurau with my parents.  Then headed to Kaitaia at 13 to live 

with my grandparents whilst my parents moved up North.  I have lived in Tamaki Makaurau for the 

last 20 years with my tane and our four children and lately our two delicious mokopuna.  I have 

been studying at Massey for the last ten years and am working towards my Masters majoring in 

Psychology. Nga mihi nui nui Te Rau Puawai for sharing this journey with me.

Nga Mihi 

Lee-Anne
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Whanaungatanga, Tautoko, Awhi, Manaakitanga, Hui, Maoritanga, Tikanga, Te Reo Maori, Nga 

Tumuaki/Tuakana Maori.
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TE REO TE HUIA
Ko Kahuranaki te maunga 
Ko Tukituki te awa 
Ko Takitimu te waka 
Ko Matahiwi me Mihiroa nga marae 
Ko Ngati Hawea me Ngati Mihiroa nga hapu 
Ko Ngati Kahungunu te iwi 
Ko Te Reo Kerima Te Huia ahau

My home is Hastings, Hawkes Bay.  I have lived here all of my 

life.  I have been employed in various jobs but found my passion 

working with those who have mental illness.  I have been 

employed for 16 years with Te Taiwhenua o Heretaunga as a 

fulltime employee working in Rehabilitation Residential Service with people who have a mental 

illness.  I find it challenging but also rewarding with positive outcomes.

My family consist of 4 adult children, of which 3 are secondary school teachhers and my youngest 

is a free spirit.

I have been blessed with 7 beautiful mokopuna and many whangai.  Te Rau Puawai supported me 

throughout my learning.  This is my third year.

He mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa.
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of bring on Te Rau Puawai programme is tautoko, awhi and manaaki.

LONI TEHIRA 
Ko taratara te Maunga 
Ko Mangawhero te Awa 
Ko Mataatua te Waka 
Ko Te aroha te Marae 
Ko Ngatikahu ki whangaroa te Hapu 
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi 
Ko Douglas Brown raua Ko Barbara Manuel oku Matua 
Ko Nelson Tata Taku Tane 
Ko Loni Tehira toku ingoa

Kia ora Whanau,

I was born in Auckland on the Northshore, at the age of nine I moved to Otara where my father 

was raised since then it has been home to me. I now reside in Christchurch along with my partner 

and four children, my eldest child works in the water industry, my 2nd oldest is in High school and 

my 2 younger children are still in primary. I volunteer as a teacher aide for my 2nd eldest son and 

have worked as a teacher aide at other schools in Christchurch. I would like to move into the field 

of child and youth services. I have completed a certificate in bicultural services, and am looking 

forward to starting a new journey in doing a BSW with the TRP support.

Nga Mihi, 

Loni
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CHARLENE TIPENE
Ko Motatau tōku maunga 
Ko Taikirau tōku awa 
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua tōku waka 
Ko Motatau tōku marae 
Ko Ngatī Hine me Ngatī Te Tarawa ōku hapu 
Ko Nga Puhi tōku iwi 
Ko Ruth Keenan tōku māmā 
Ko Teo Wati Tipene tōku pāpā  
Ko Charlene Tipene taku ingoa

Ngā mihi ki a koutou,

While we are from Te Tai Tokerau, many of my family members currently live in Feilding.  I 

came back to Massey as an adult student after initially starting university fresh out of school – 

the difference being I have a clear picture of what I want to do. I had provisional acceptance 

into Massey’s Clinical Psychology programme in 2017 – however I am still in the process of 

completing my honours project – after which I am able to begin my training. 

Wishing everyone the best for their study in 2016.  

Naku noa 

Charlene
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme? 

Until I attended the TRP conferences for the first time last year, I don’t think I appreciated how 

isolating it is to be one of only a couple of Māori students taking a paper.  Especially studying 

extramurally, you don’t often meet other students kanohi-ki-te-kanohi.  The conference gave me 

the opportunity to connect with like-minded people with similar kaupapa.  I was reminded that I 

am a Māori practitioner in the mental health field not just by virtue of being Māori but because I 

have an obligation and a desire to support my whānau and people to flourish.
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HARMONY TOIA
Ko Putahi te Maunga 
Ko Wairoro te Awa 
Ko Omapere te Roto 
Ko Kohewhata me Te Kotahitanga nga Marae  
Ko Ngatokimatawhaorua te Waka  
Ko Te Uri o Hua te Hapu  
Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi 
Ko Eruera Toia te papa

Ko Harmony Toia te taku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

I have grown up in Taranaki but whakapapa back to the Far North.  After my first year as a student 

my ideas have grown and so has my academic journey.  I have found it both challenging and 

rewarding.  I have two children one has ADHD and the other is currently being assessed for 

Aspergers thus I have a real vested interest in children with special needs. For Maori as there is so 

little out there or nothing with regards to what is available that takes into consideration whanau‘s 

cultural needs, it is definitely an area growth and something that I would love to be a part of.

Nga Mihi nui 

Harmony
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I can’t wait to catch up with you all and interact over ideas in your own academic journey it is an 

exciting warm environment to grow and develop.
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RENEE WALKER 
Ko Aoraki te Maunga 
Ko Kaiapoi te Awa 
Ko Uruao te Waka 
Ko Tuahiwi te Marae 
Ko Tuahuriri te Hapu 
Ko Ngai Tahu te Iwi 
Ko Renee Walker toku ingoa 

Kia Ora Whanau

I live in Carters Beach with my three children aged 11, 5 and 3. I am 

a stay at home mum studying psychology part time and this is my 

second year as a Te Rau Puawai bursar. I have a particular interest 

in mental health because of issues faced by my own whanau and a 

need for more support in my community. 
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Te Rau Puawai have made it possible for me to enter the academic setting by their support, 

guidance and encouragement. In particular, the networking with other bursars who are further 

along in their studies, their insights and understanding of how it feels to be starting out has been a 

source of invaluable inspiration.
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TE RANGIMARIA WARBRICK
Koianei oku kawai whakaheke tangata 
Kei raro i te pae maunga Tararua  
Ko Rangitane te iwi

Kei raro i te maunga Tarawera 
Ko Ngati Rangitihi te iwi 

Ko Te Rangimaria Warbrick taku ingoa    
Tena ra koutou katoa

Kia ora mai whanau

My name is Te Rangimaria Warbrick. I am originally from 

Palmerston North. My whanau and I have been living in the Bay of 

Plenty for the last 10 years. During this time I have held a number 

of practitioner and clinical team lead positions within NGO’s and iwi based addiction services. 

Currently, I am a Kaiako at Te Wananga o Aotearoa for the Certificate in Social Services.  I am an 

original bursar for the TRP scholarship programme and I am grateful to be back on board this year 

for my second paper for the Postgraduate Diploma in Social Service Supervision.  

Tena tatou katoa

Tena tatou ka toa!
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The benefits of the programme are numerous, namely, the whanaungatanga, resources and 

mentoring that support the learning experience. It is also the shared experience that lightens the 

load on the journey towards academic achievement. 

Kia kaha, kia maia, kia manawanui

Tihei Mauri Ora

 



67TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2017

WIKITORIA WATLING 
Ko Maunga Piko te Maunga 
Ko Parengarenga te moana 
Ko Kurahaupo te Waka 
Ko Ter reo Mihi te Marae 
Ko Ngatimurikahara te HapuKo Ngatikuri te Iwi 
Ko Wikitōria Awatea Watling toku ingoa

Kia Ora whānau, 

I grew up in Palmerston, Manawatu, where I attended Te Kura 

Kaupapa Māori o Manawatu and Palmerston North Girls’ High 

School. I then studied first year psychology down in Wellington at 

Victoria University. I became very interested in Māori mental health 

after a very close family friend was affected by mental illness which ended up getting the better 

of her. Ever since I have been interested in learning about mental health so I can help as many 

people affect by it as I can. This will be my first year of study with TRP support. 

Ngā mihi, 

Wiki
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

I will benefit from TRP from the support that is offered with the work load and to go through the 

journey with others doing the same as myself. The financial support will also help a lot.
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JOY KORORIA WEBSTER 
Ko Mauao te Maunga  
Ko Tauranga te Moana  
Ko Mataatua te Waka  
Ko Tamapahore, Tahuwhakatiki, Maungatapu me 
Whareroa oku Marae Ko Nga Potiki, Ngati He, Ngai Te 
Ahi, Ngati Kuku oku Hapu Ko Ngai Te Rangi me Ngati 
Ranginui oku Iwi 
Ko Joy Kororia Webster taku ingoa

Kia ora. Ko Joy ahau. I am fortunate again to be 

accepted back as part of the Te Rau Puawai whanau. 

This year (2017) I am currently half way through my PGDip with Psychology Endorsement, 

and look forward to completion early next year, and then to apply to do a Masters thesis. It is a 

privilege and honour to be part of a purpose which looks to grow, contribute to and celebrate the 

enhancement of (our) people, and for the TRP board to recognise that potential in each bursar 

selected. I look forward to studying and learning alongside the TRP whanau and TRP whanau 

whanui this year.

 

KAYSHA WHAKARAU
Kia Ora Koutou, 
Ko wai au 
Ko Ngati Raukawa raua ko Ngati Ruanui te iwi 
Ko Pareraukawa raua ko ngarauru te hapu 
Ko Ngatokuwaru raua ko Waioturi te marae 
Ko Hokio raua ko Patea te awa 
Ko Aotea te waka 
Ko Taranaki te maunga 
Ko Corina toku mama 
Ko Sonny toku papa 
Ko Whakarau toku whanau 
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa

Kia Ora whanau

I am excited to be still apart of this academic journey. I completed my Bachelor of Social Work last 

year and now beginning my Masters of Social Work. This is my third year with Te Rau Puawai and I 

am so thankful for all the support they have provided.

Te Rau Puawai has not only helped me achieve that tohu, they have supported me through 

difficult situations and encouraged me to keep on going. I am so privileged to be a part of this 

whanau and look forward to seeing you all at hui.

Nga mihi, 

Kaysha Whakarau



69TE RAU PUAWAI  |  STUDENT PROFILES  |  KIA ORA DOC 2017

GEORGIA WILKINSON
Ko Aoraki te Maunga 
Ko Karamea te Awa 
Ko Oraka Aparima te Marae 
Ko Kati Huirapa te Hapu 
Ko Kai Tahu te Iwi 
Ko Georgia Wilkinson toku ingoa

Kia ora,

I grew up in Karamea, a small community on the West Coast 

of the South Island. I am now 25 and have found myself landed 

back on the coast where I work as a social worker and a youth 

worker- involved in many projects. I have been missing a lot of 

the identification with my Maori heritage up until two years ago where I got involved in rangatahi 

Maori development and thus developed a programme helping teens explore their whakapapa. I’m 

currently completing a degree in social work and loving it. I have no kids of my own yet but have a 

large extended family. This is my first year of TRP support.
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Support networks- especially since I live so isolated.
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KARLIE WILLIS  
Ko Tararua te Maunga 
Ko Manawatu te Awa 
Ko Moriori rāua ko Ngai Tahu oku Iwi 
Ko Tuhoe toku whangai Tangata. 
Ko Willis tōku whānau 
Nō Te Papaioea e noho ana ki tāku whānau 
Ko Chris rāua ko Tipene ōku Matua 
Ko Jade rāua ko Rach ōku tuahine 
Ko Brock tōku teina 
Ko Karlie tōku ingoa

Kia ora whānau, 

I grew up in the Manawatu and Horowhenua districts and am now settled in Palmerston North. I 

am currently in my fourth year of the Bachelor of Social Work and final year of my undergraduate 

degree! I am currently working as a youth worker at Te Au Rere a te Tonga (youth justice 

residence), which is where I did my third year placement. I would like to continue on to work with 

youth, but within the acute mental health field and this is my second year of study with TRP.  
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Being surrounded by so many inspirational people who are all working towards the same goal and 

are also committed to strengthening the Māori mental health workforce in New Zealand. Before 

Te Rau Puawai I never even considered further study after my undergraduate degree, and now I 

want not only my masters   but also my PHD.                                                   

The support Te Rau Puawai provides is fantastic and it is a great feeling knowing the Te Rau 

Puawai whānau are supporting each other in the chasing of the tohu!

Ngā mihi
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NANCY WIPERI
Ko Tawhitirahi te Maunga Ko Maunga Taniwha te Maunga Ko Whakarongarua te Maunga 
Ko Parengarenga te Moana Ko Tai Tokerau te Moana Ko Hokianga-nui-a-kupe te Moana 
Ko Mamari te Waka Ko Mamari te Waka Ko Ngatokimatawharua te Waka 
Ko Potahi te Marae Ko Oturu te Marae Ko Mataitaua te Marae 
Ko Te Kao te Hapu Ko Ngai Tohianga te Hapu Ko Ngatitoro te Hapu 
Ko Te Aupouri te Iwi Ko Ngati Kahu te iwi Ko Ngapuhi te Iwi

Ko Nancy Wiperi toku ingoa

Ko rua aku tamariki. Ko Katarina taku kotiro, 

tekau ma rima ona tau. Ko Wiremu taku tama, 

tekau ma rua ona tau.

Tena Koutou

I grew up in Auckland but completed most 

of my high-school and tertiary education in 

Whanganui. On my mother’s side, I whakapapa 

to Ngati Porou where my nana, Ruth Walker, rests in Tolaga Bay. I whakapapa to Ngati Kahu 

and Te Aupouri on my paternal nana’s side who I was named after. From my paternal koro, I 

whakapapa to Ngapuhi. I am strongly associated nga Iwi o Te Aupouri and Ngati Kahu. I am a 

trustee for Oturu Marae and am involved in trustee matters with the Parengarenga Corporation. I 

am also actively involved with Te Aupouri and community matters of Te Kao. 

In 2009, I graduated from Massey University with a Bachelor Degree in Education (Primary) and 

in 2011 I started work at Te Oranganui Iwi Health Authority as a Family Start Practitioner. During 

this time, I was a solo parent of two children, with limited whanau support, working full-time and, 

if that wasn’t enough, I had decided to take on part-time study in the field of Psychology. So, in 

2013, I started my Graduate Diploma in Arts (Psychology).

In 2015, I returned home to Te Kao from Whanganui. I took a year off study to settle my children 

and myself into life in the Far North. I worked at Whakawhiti Ora Pai as a Health Promoter and 

then moved into my current position as the Community Development Scheme Co-ordinator 

for Kaitaia, Awanui and Ahipara at the Far North Safer Community Council. This is my first year of 

study with Te Rau Puawai support.

Na, Nancy
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai programme are receiving support to complete 

my Diploma without the financial stress. This gives me a hand up to achieve greater things for 

myself, my whanau and my community/Iwi. I am also very excited to receive a mentor within 

my field of Psychology. This will give me the academic support that I need to be successful in 

my studies and future endeavours. I am interested in experiencing the national conference and 

academic seminars to see how this would benefit my studies and future.
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ANGELA WITANA
Ko Tawhitirahi te maunga 
Ko Awapoka te awa 
Ko Mamari te waka 
Ko Potahi te marae 
Ko Waimirirangi te whare tupuna 
Ko Riu Makutu te hapu 
Ko Te Aupouri me nga Te Rarawa ōku iwi 
Ko Barbara Gallagher tōku māmā 
Ko Hamihana Witana tōku pāpā 
Ko George Nathan tōku tane 
Ko Angela Witana toku ingoa

Kia Ora Whanau

I grew up in Te Awamutu moving north in the mid 1970’s. Muriwhenua is the home of my father 

and is his whanau who live in Ahipara and Te Kao.   I have recently completed a contract with 

North Tec tutoring Mental Health & Addictions. I also work in Mental Health and Youth Suicide 

Development.  I have focused my study on rehabilitation which appears to be lacking through 

some service areas and government departments within the rohe of Te Tai Tokerau

I have past experience with St John ambulance service and am now a volunteer for Victim 

Support which keeps me in touch those that need support and is my way of giving back to the 

community and the people within.  This is my second year of study and am looking forward to 

getting started again. I wish to thank my whanau and Massey for all the ongoing support. 

Nga mihi 

Angela Witana
 

What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

The main benefits of Te Rau Puawai are it gives the opportunity to achieve academically and the 

ability to access ongoing supports if needed. Te Rau Puawai gives opportunity to further a career 

that enables me to continue to work holistically with people. 
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MOANA WOODS
Ko Puketoi te maunga 
Ko Owahanga te awa 
Ko Papauma me Te Aroha o Aohanga nga marae 
Ko Te Hika o Papauma me Rangitane me Ngati Kahungunu 
nga marae 
Ko Moana Woods toku ingoa

Kia ora Whanau

I grew Pongaroa and Akitio, on the East Coast. I currently live in 

Papaioea and work after-hours in the library at the Manawatu 

Campus of Massey University.

I am studying towards a Bachelor of Social Work and am chipping away at it part-time whilst my 

children are still young. I feel blessed to have the support of Te Rau Puawai Programme, and I look 

forward to meeting you all at the Headstart Hui in Albany. 

Nga mihi 

Moana
 
What are the main benefits of being on the Te Rau Puawai Programme?

Having support from people who have succeeded through the programme already so they know 

what we will be going through. And the academic support so we do thing right from the start is 

invaluable. Also the financial help too!

 

 

TINA WONG
Ngati Tuwharetoa 
Ngati Hikairo Ngati Hine nga hapu 
Ko Korohe te marae

Master of Nursing
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TE RAU PUAWAI BURSARS 2017

First name Surname Qualification

Agnes Allen PG Diploma  Psychology

Ahnya Martin Health Psychology

Airini Power Bachelor of Social Work

Amelia Backhouse-Smith Doctor of Clinical Psychology

Angela Witana Diploma Rehabilitation

Angela Tamou Bachelor of Social Work

Angelique Reweti PhD in Public Health

Ann-Marie Higgins Master of Arts

Cera Mackenzie-Charleston Bachelor of Arts 

Charlene Tipene Doctorate of Clinical Psychology

Chateya Kamariera Bachelor of Arts  Psychology

Cherie Rissetto PG Diploma Social Work

Cheyne Fortune Bachelor of Nursing

Christine Best Bachelor of Social Work

Daniel Kawana Post Grad Diploma Public Health

Danielle Parata Bachelor of Social Work

Delia Snell Master of Science

Delta King PG Diploma of Psychological Practice

Diane Koti Doctor of Clinical Psychology

Elaine Duval Bachelor of Arts

Eleanor Brittain Doctor of Clinical Psychology

Enjoli Slack Master of Arts (Psychology)

Eru Findlay Doctor of Philosphy

Esther Bell Bachelor of Arts

Gayle Moana-Johnson Bachelor of Social Work

Gaylene Dobbyn Graduate Diploma in Arts

Georgia Wilkinson Bachelor of Social Work

Gipsy Pirika PG Diploma in Social Work

Gregory Ratcliffe Bachelor of Arts

Harmony Toia Bachelor of Health Science 

Helen Pearse-Otene PG Diploma in Psychological Practice
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Hermione John PG Diploma (Master by Thesis)

James Cherrington Master of Social Work

Jan Hastie Master of Science

Joanna Packer Bachelor of Nursing

Jodie Pope Bachelor of Social Work

Joy Webster PG Diploma in Arts

Karen Northcroft Bachelor of Arts

Karina Rakete PG Diploma in CBT

Karlie Willis PG Diploma in Social Work

Kathleen Mason Bachelor of Health Science 

Kaysha Whakarau Master of Social Work

Kelly Ngaronoa Bachelor of Social Work

Kelly Stewart Bachelor of Arts

Kent Petersen Bachelor of Arts

Keremete Warbrick PG Diploma in Social Services Supervision

Kim Freeth Bachelor of Social Work

Kira Paul Diploma in Health Science

Kiti Ransfield-King Bachelor of Arts

Korin O’Brien Bachelor of Health Science 

Leah Penney Bachelor of Social Work

Lee-Anne Tatana PG Diploma of Arts

Loni Tehira Bachelor of Social Work

Lorraine Eade Master of Applied Social Work

Madeleine Haerewa Phd Psychology

Marcus Matena Master of Applied Social Work

Mareta Hunt Bachelor of Arts

Marjorie Lipsham PhD Social Work

Megan Mackie Bachelor of Nursing

Megan Holt-White Bachelor of Arts

Merv Rawiri Bachelor of Social Work

Moana Woods Bachelor of Social Work

Nancy Wiperi Graduate Diploma in Arts

TE RAU PUAWAI BURSARS 2017
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Naomi Tracey Robinson Master of Philosphy

Nari Hann Graduate Diploma in Arts

Nikki Burgoyne Bachelor of Health Science 

Paulette Ripikoi PG Diploma in Psychological Practice

Peni Hillman Bachelor of Health Studies

Pita King Doctor of Philosphy

Pixie Armstrong-Barrington Doctor of Clinical Psychology

Racheal Priestley Bachelor of Social Work

Renee Smith Phd Psychology

Renee Walker Bachelor of Health Science 

Rex Paraku Bachelor of Arts

Ria Julian PG Diploma in Social Services Supervision

Huhana (Suzanne) Pene Graduate Diploma in Arts

Tahi Hikitapua-Martin Bachelor of Social Work

Taihauauru Haronga Bachelor of Arts

Tawhiti Kunaiti Bachelor of Health Science 

Tayla Reti Doctor of Clinical Psychology

Te Ao Apaapa Bachelor of Arts

Te Reo Te Huia Bachelor of Arts

Tina Wong Master of Nursing

Traci Freeman Master of Social Work

Tracy Edwards Bachelor of Arts

Waireti Roestenburg Doctorate of Arts

Wikitoria Watling Bachelor of Arts

TE RAU PUAWAI BURSARS 2017
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The tohu (logo) was put together by a handful of 
Te Rau Puawai students in the first year (1999). 
The whakamārama to our whakaaro is as follows: 

The tohu is shaped like a maunga, it represents 
the ascent to obtain a tertiary qualification, 
provide strength to our tauira/whānau (bursars) 
and a connection back to their tūrangawaewae. 

The Poutama design on the left supports the 
journey to obtain mātauranga Māori and mātauranga Pākehā. It also provides an 
example to us as tauira to rest and consolidate our learning before ascending to 
the next level. 

The two koru represent the tauira/whānau. The lower of the two connects with 
the pūtake o te maunga - the base of the maunga and signals the start of the 
journey. This koru is also connected to the one above, which represents success 
in obtaining their goals. It also represents tauira/whānau graduating and that they 
are now standing at the tihi o te maunga (top of the maunga and remain part of 
the whānau). 

The two koru also represents tuakana and teina relationships that Te Rau Puawai is 
based on. For example, those who are a year ahead are encouraged to help others 
who are starting out, in time; they will become the tuakana roopu, so the cycle 
of learning and support continues. Conversely, outside of Te Rau Puawai, those 
who have started the journey may well encourage other whānau members and 
colleagues to pursue a tertiary education in Māori mental health. 

The two koru were positioned in the middle as they essentially represent the tauira/ 
whānau, which depicts the core foundation of the workings of Te Rau Puawai. It is 
a depiction that the whānau are the centre of the programmes workings, activities, 
supports. It is a reflection of the empowerment model that Te Rau Puawai is based 
upon. 

The pounamu - greenstone was unanimously chosen, as it represents a treasured 
taonga. The taonga being the mātauranga learned might help in some way to heal 
our people. 

TE RAU PUAWAI

TE RAU PUAWAI TOHU
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