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2015 JSANZ Tertiary Japanese Language Speech Contest 

 

This is the second year of the JSANZ Tertiary Japanese Language Speech Contest, 
which aims to encourage learners who are studying Japanese to showcase their 
language skills in a challenging context.  There was no inter-university or national 
speech contest targeting tertiary Japanese language students until 2013, and thus the 
establishment of the Japanese Language Speech Contest is a significant step forwards 
for learners of Japanese and tertiary Japanese programmes in New Zealand. 

We had 15 finalists from all the eight tertiary institutions that offer Japanese 
programme in New Zealand.  It was an extremely competitive nationwide contest, 
with Finalists rigorously selected from each of New Zealand's tertiary institutions. 
The speeches were high quality and the judges had a difficult time selecting the 
winners.  The results were announced widely via JSANZ Facebook and website.	  
https://www.facebook.com/JapaneseStudiesAotearoaNZ  

http://www.jsanz.org 

Our contest was unique in terms of the use of video uploaded onto YouTube.  One of 
the main reasons was due to the travel cost for each participant to gather at one venue 
from all over New Zealand, but our contest successfully demonstrated that a fair 
contest is possible with the use of ICT.  Judges were able to watch the same 
performance several times and have more time to find the strengths of each speech 
and to choose the best speeches.   

A prize-giving ceremony was held on 10th of September at UC to congratulate the 
winner, Brennan Galpin. He was congratulated by Professor Jonathan Le Cocq (Pro- 
Vice-Chancellor, Arts, UC) and Dr Penny Shino (President of JSANZ).  Mr 
Tsuchikawa (Japanese Consul) presented him with the JSANZ Speech Contest 
Trophy and a return air ticket to Japan as his prize.  The winners have been reported 
in a newsletter of winners’ institution.  Also, an article featuring the three winners has 
been published in E-cube magazine, as part of a special issue titled “Learning 
Japanese.” 
 
We hope the participants continue their Japanese learning journey with renewed 
motivation and enthusiasm, and wish them all the best for their future. 

JSANZ would like to acknowledge and express appreciation to the Sasakawa 
Fellowship Fund for Japanese Language Education for providing extremely generous 
financial support, without which this contest could not have happened.   
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13 August 2015 

 

Dear Lecturer in charge of the JSANZ Tertiary Japanese Language Speech Contest 

 

I would like to thank you and your students for participating in the second JSANZ Tertiary 

Japanese Language Speech Contest. 

The aim of the contest is to encourage learners who are studying Japanese to showcase their 

language skills in a challenging context.  We had 15 participants from eight tertiary 

institutions in New Zealand.  Each participant was nominated as a representative of their 

institution through a rigorous selection process, thus the speeches were high quality and the 

judges had a difficult time selecting the winners. 

Please find enclosed the results and certificates for your students.  It would be appreciated if 

the certificates are presented to the students at a suitable occasion.  

Thanks again for your support for this contest. We look forward to having participants from 

your instiution in the next contest. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Dr Masayoshi  Ogino (Chair of the JSANZ Speech Contest Committee) 

 

 

 

Sponsored by 

The next three pages are part of the result letters sent to the lecturers of 
participating instituitions.  



	   	  



	  
	   	  



	  


