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The NCEA Japanese Workshop at the University of Canterbury, 2014 

 

The second annual NCEA Japanese workshop was held at the University of 

Canterbury on the 12th of June.  Since last year, the programme has greatly expanded, 

with 226 senior secondary school students from the Canterbury region participating in 

the event.   

 

The aim of the day was to cover NCEA internal and external assessment topics with 

an underlying focus on expanding the language learning community.  Another aim 

was to enrich communication and connectivity between secondary and tertiary levels, 

through organizing a workshop together, which is expected to be a step towards better 

articulation of language-learning programmes between secondary and tertiary 

levels.     Therefore, this workshop provided an excellent opportunity for high school 

teachers and UC faculty to work together, with the help from 23 UC students acting 

as teaching assistants and one staff member from the Christchurch Polytechnic 

Institute of Technology.   

 

The day began with an opening ceremony where keynote speaker Craig Smith, CEO 

and co-founder of Language Perfect, passionately spoke about how language learning 

has opened up a world of opportunities for him.  This was followed by three intensive 

workshop sessions throughout the day.    

 

Serving as role models for high school students, the UC teaching assistants made 

presentations on their encounters with Japanese and their language learning, and 

showed their enthusiasm for learning and participation in a group – a key part of 

Japanese culture.  They gave high school students a clearer idea of the directions and 

opportunities that come with furthering their study of languages.  All the participants 

and teachers got together Fortune Cookie in Love plenary in the lecture theatre and 

danced together. (The video footage is available on YouTube 

http://youtu.be/CQE8kGwWsv8). The day finished with a Japanese drum 

performance, feedback by Ms Akiko Harada, the National Language Advisor, and a 

traditional ceremonial handclapping.   

 

This new approach to creating a learning community was especially appreciated by 

the students from Opihi College, in Temuka.  According to their teacher Eric 

Lindblom, who ran the highly engaging session for conversation assessment, Opihi is 

the only school in South Canterbury that teaches Japanese.  As such, he and his 

students appreciated the chance to come to this workshop to be a part of a wider 

language learning community.  This student link cemented the ties between schools 

and the university, which is optimistic about the growth and improvement of this 

workshop and learning community in years to come. 

We would like to express our gratitude to the Sasakawa Fellowship Fund for Japanese 

Language Education for their valued support and donating resources for this 

workshop. 

http://youtu.be/CQE8kGwWsv8
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