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At JPII we followed the usual order of languages for daily greetings. The greetings were posted on 
the daily notices to students. I bought sets of stickers with the target phrases for each day and 
these were given out by senior students to those who greeted them with the day’s target phrase.  
 
There was a great deal of competition, amongst the junior students particularly, to collect a full set 
of stickers for the week. My Year 9 Japanese class were particularly keen to get their hands on 
“Konnichiwa”.  
  
The week culminated with an international activities afternoon. We used the different cultures of 
our school to build the activities around. We also wanted to emphasise links between cultures that 
make us similar rather than different. Because we have 5 house groups we organised 5 stations – 
students were rotating through the activities in their house groups.  
1. Origami and Flax Weaving: students could make orizuru, cubes and/or putiputi.  
2. Tapa Cloth Making: each student designed their own square which the senior students will dye 
and use to make a school tapa cloth.  
3. Food: here students could sample different foods from chocolate coated chillies to norimaki. 
Students could also try to make their own norimaki.  
4. World Quiz: this was based on a world map and an interactive CD-Rom.  
5. Kiwi Obstacle Race & Maori Stick games: a good old kiwi egg and spoon obstacle race 
combined with stick games.  
  
The afternoon finished with an assembly run by our Head Girl who focussed on the idea of culture 
and what makes us who we are (and, by extension, our school). This was followed by an exhibition 
of traditional dancing from the Phillipines by one of our teachers and a student. The assembly 
ended with the Lord’s Prayer in 12 languages from our school community – from Shona to  
Japanese.  
  
We also ran an “Exit Pass” competition during the afternoon where students had to use Japanese 
words and phrases: Konnichiwa, Arigatoo, Sayoonara, Kudasai, Oishii desu!, Kawaii desu! Kirei 
desu! Their use was signed off by the junior Japanese students who were designated “house 
experts” and who were easily identifiable because they were wearing yukata. Two winners were  
drawn who won points for their house group as well as a small Japanese themed prize.  
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