
 
 

Essay on the  

Veterinary Profession  
 

 

Instructions for answering applicant essays: 
 

 
All the essays must be answered in your own words.  If you use a statement or excerpt from a 
resource, you must cite the source (in the text as well as in a reference list).  If the selection 
committee suspects any plagiarism within the essay, the lowest score possible will be assigned.  

 
Massey University’s College of Science has the following statement: 

 
Plagiarim 
Massey University, College of Sciences, has taken a firm stance on plagiarism and any form of cheating. 
Plagiarism is the copying or paraphrasing of another person’s work, whether published or unpublished, 
without clearly acknowledging it. This includes copying the work of other students. Plagiarism will be 
penalized; it is likely to lead to loss of marks for that item of assessment and may lead to an automatic failing 
grade for the paper and/or exclusion from re-enrolment at the University. 

 

 
 

Topic 
You are required to write an essay that includes the following information: 

 

• Identify  the  members  of  the  veterinary  health  care  team  and  discuss  their 
responsibilities. 

• Identify  and  describe  the  variety  of  career  opportunities  available  to  veterinary 
technologists nationally and internationally. 

• Why you want to be a veterinary technologist.  

• Of the career opportunities available to Veterinary Technologists, state which careers that are 
most appealing to you, and give the reasons why. Include how you plan to achieve your 
goals. 

• The qualities (not technical skills) which you possess that will make you an effective 
veterinary technologist.  How these qualities will make you successful in your chosen career. 

• Why do you feel capable of handling the stress of veterinary education, and a life devoted to 
veterinary medicine and allied animal health? 

 
Use the essay to tell the selection committee who you are. A concise, well thought-out essay 
undoubtedly requires several drafts, so do not be discouraged or leave it until the last minute to 
write the essay. 

 
 

Characteristics Selection Committees Look for in Your Essay  
 
When the selection committee is looking at your essay, they are reading it to see whether or not they 
think you will be a good veterinary technologist. What they are looking for is:  
 
• A positive self-concept  
• The ability to realistically assess yourself  
• Long-range goals  
• Leadership ability  
• A desire to work with people/animals.  
• Demonstrated interest in your field.  
 

 



Some Questions you should try to answer in your Essay  
 
In addition to trying to demonstrate the above abilities, you should also try to write your essay so it 
answers the following questions:  
• When did you decide you wanted to become a veterinary technologist?  
• Did you have any exposure to role models who influenced your decision?  
• Which of their attributes inspired you?  
• How have you demonstrated your interest and commitment to your decision?  
• How have you demonstrated the personality qualities and character that are necessary and 

sought for in a veterinary technologist?  

 
 
Length 
Word limitation 1000 words (this does not include your reference list) 

 
 
Presentation 
• The essay is to be submitted on A4 size paper (210 x 297 mm). 
• Use one side of the page only. 
•   Typewritten work is required. 
•   The work must be double-line spaced if the work is handwritten, or one and a half- line 

(1.5) spaced if typed. 
•   Allow a 3.0cm margin on the left side and 2.5cm margins on the right, top and bottom. 

Justify the margins. 

 


